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Home Depot or go to Lowes, to hire a certified
contractor and make the changes that will ulti-
mately pay for themselves, improve our envi-
ronment, and improve our economy.

I want to thank, by the way, your homestate
Senator, Mark Warner, for his great work on
Home Star in the Senate.

Think about the way that the rebates we’re
talking about could help spur private sector job
growth. It could not only help businesses like
Opower to help consumers make their homes
more energy efficient, it’s also going to create
business for the local contractors and the com-
panies hired to upgrade homes. These compa-
nies then, in turn, have to purchase supplies,
and that creates business for retailers. And
these retailers would need to restock their
shelves, and that creates business for manufac-
turers. And almost all the goods that are re-
quired to make homes more energy efficient
are actually produced right here in the United
States of America. It’s very hard to ship an ener-
gy-efficient window across an ocean.

So yes, people who are out of work right now
need some immediate relief. Yes, we need to
extend unemployment insurance and COBRA

to help Americans weather these tough times.
And yes, we’ve got to do everything we can to
help the private sector create jobs right now.

But even as we do, we also need to replicate
the success of clean energy companies like
Opower. We need to invest in the jobs of the fu-
ture and in the industries of the future, because
the country that leads in clean energy and ener-
gy efficiency today, I’m absolutely convinced, is
going to lead the global economy tomorrow. I
want that country to be the United States of
America. I want companies like Opower to be
expanding and thriving all across America. It’s
good for consumers; it’s good for our economy;
it’s good for our environment.

It’s wonderfully exciting to be here. And I
think when you look at this group that’s gath-
ered here, you can see the future in this compa-
ny. So thanks for the great work you guys are
doing. Let’s see if we can replicate your success
all across the country.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to La Donica M. “Donnie”
Small, recruiting manager, Opower.

Statement on the 40th Anniversary of the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons Treaty
March 5, 2010

Forty years ago today, in the midst of a cold
war, the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons (NPT) entered into force, be-
coming the cornerstone of the world’s efforts to
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons. Today,
the threat of global nuclear war has passed, but
the danger of nuclear proliferation endures,
making the basic bargain of the NPT more im-
portant than ever: Nations with nuclear weap-
ons will move toward disarmament, nations
without nuclear weapons will forsake them, and
all nations have an “inalienable right” to peace-
ful nuclear energy.

Each of these three pillars—disarmament,
nonproliferation, and peaceful uses—are cen-
tral to the vision that I outlined in Prague of
stopping the spread of nuclear weapons and
seeking a world without them.

To promote disarmament, the United States
is working with Russia to complete negotiations
on a new START Treaty that will significantly
reduce our nuclear arsenals. Our forthcoming
Nuclear Posture Review will move beyond out-
dated cold war thinking and reduce the number
and role of nuclear weapons in our national se-
curity strategy, even as we maintain a safe, se-
cure, and effective nuclear deterrent. In addi-
tion, we will seek to ratify the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty and negotiate a treaty to end
the production of fissile material for use in nu-
clear weapons.

To prevent proliferation, we will build on the
historic resolution that we achieved at the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council last September by
bringing together more than 40 nations at our
nuclear security summit next month with the



Mar. 5 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

324

goal of securing the world’s vulnerable nuclear
materials in 4 years. At this spring’s treaty re-
view conference and beyond, we will continue
to work with allies and partners to strengthen
the NPT and to enforce the rights and respon-
sibilities of every nation, because the world
cannot afford additional proliferation or re-
gional arms races.

Finally, to ensure the peaceful use of nucle-
ar energy, the United States seeks a new
framework for civil nuclear cooperation
among nations, including an international fuel
bank and the necessary resources and authori-
ty to strengthen the International Atomic En-

ergy Agency. For nations that uphold their re-
sponsibilities, peaceful nuclear energy can
help unlock advances in medicine, agriculture,
and economic development.

It took years of focused effort among many
nations to bring the NPT into force four de-
cades ago and to sustain it as the most widely
embraced nuclear agreement in history. On
this 40th anniversary, the United States reaf-
firms our resolve to strengthen the nonprolif-
eration regime to meet the challenges of the
21st century as we pursue our ultimate vision
of a world without nuclear weapons.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 6, 2010

This week, I asked Congress to schedule a
final vote on reform that will give families and
businesses more control over their health care
by holding insurance companies more ac-
countable. This comes after nearly a year of
debate, as well as a 7 hour summit with Demo-
crats and Republicans, where we had a public
and substantive discussion on health care.
Since then, I’ve said that I’m willing to incor-
porate some ideas offered by Republicans, and
we’re eliminating special provisions that had
no place in health care reform. 

Now, despite all the progress and improve-
ments we’ve made, Republicans in Congress
insist that the only acceptable course on health
care is to start over. But you know what, the
insurance companies aren’t starting over. I just
met with some of them on Thursday, and they
couldn’t give me a straight answer as to why
they keep arbitrarily and massively raising pre-
miums—by as much as 60 percent in States
like Illinois. If we don’t act, they will continue
to do this. They’ll continue to drop people’s
coverage when they need it. They’ll continue
to refuse coverage based on preexisting condi-
tions. These practices will continue. And that’s
why we have to act now. That’s why the Unit-
ed States Congress owes the American people
an up-or-down vote on health insurance re-
form. 

The proposal we’ve put forward would end
the worst practices of the insurance industry,

lower costs for millions of Americans, and give
uninsured individuals and small businesses the
same kind of choice of private health insur-
ance that Members of Congress get for them-
selves. And while it will take a few years to ful-
ly implement these reforms, there are numer-
ous protections and benefits that would start
to take effect this year. 

This year, small-business owners will re-
ceive tax credits to purchase health insurance.
This year, thousands of uninsured Americans
with preexisting conditions will finally be able
to purchase coverage. Insurance companies
will no longer be allowed to deny coverage to
children with preexisting conditions. And
they’ll no longer be allowed to drop your cov-
erage when you get sick. 

This year, all new insurance plans will be re-
quired to offer free preventive care to their
customers so that we can start catching pre-
ventable illnesses and diseases on the front
end. There will no longer be lifetime limits or
restrictive annual limits on the amount of care
you receive. Young adults will be able to stay
on their parent’s insurance policy until they’re
26 years old. And there will be a new, inde-
pendent appeals process for anyone who feels
they were unfairly denied a claim by their in-
surance company. Finally, seniors who fall into
the gap in coverage known as the doughnut
hole will receive $250 to help them pay for
their prescriptions.  
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