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The armed conflict ended in 2003 and condi-
tions improved such that TPS ended effective
October 1, 2007. President Bush then deferred
the enforced departure of the Liberians origi-
nally granted TPS. I extended that grant of De-
ferred Enforced Departure (DED) to March
31, 2010. I have determined that there are com-
pelling foreign policy reasons to again extend
DED to those Liberians presently residing in
the United States under the existing grant of
DED.

Pursuant to my constitutional authority to
conduct the foreign relations of the United
States, I have determined that it is in the for-
eign policy interest of the United States to defer
for 18 months the removal of any Liberian na-
tional, or person without nationality who last
habitually resided in Liberia, who is present in
the United States and who is under a grant of
DED as of March 31, 2010. The grant of DED
only applies to an individual who has continu-
ously resided in the United States since Octo-
ber 1, 2002, except for Liberian nationals, or
persons without nationality who last habitually
resided in Liberia:

(1) who are ineligible for TPS for the rea-
sons provided in section 244(c)(2)(B) of

the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8
U.S.C. 1254a(c)(2)(B);
(2) whose removal you determine is in the
interest of the United States;
(3) whose presence or activities in the
United States the Secretary of State has
reasonable grounds to believe would have
potentially serious adverse foreign policy
consequences for the United States;
(4) who have voluntarily returned to Libe-
ria or his or her country of last habitual
residence outside the United States;
(5) who were deported, excluded, or re-
moved prior to the date of this memoran-
dum; or
(6) who are subject to extradition.

Accordingly, I direct you to take the neces-
sary steps to implement for eligible Liberians:

(1) a deferral of enforced departure from
the United States for 18 months from
March 31, 2010; and
(2) authorization for employment for 18
months from March 31, 2010.

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on March 19.

Remarks at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia
March 19, 2010

The President. Hello, George Mason! How’s
everybody doing today? Thank you. Thank you.

Audience members. Yes we can! Yes we can!
Yes we can!

The President. Thank you, everybody. It’s
good to be back with some real Patriots. I want
to thank Dr. Alan Merten, the president of
George Mason University, and his family; Dr.
Shirley Travis, who’s here—thank you; and
Coach Larranaga—we were just talking a little
bit about—[applause]—looking forward to
picking George Mason in my bracket next year.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you. I don’t know if

some of you remember, but I visited this uni-
versity about 3 years ago for the first time. This

was at just the dawn of my Presidential cam-
paign. It was about 3 weeks old, I think. We
didn’t have a lot of money. We didn’t have a lot
of staff. Nobody could pronounce my name.
[Laughter] Our poll numbers were quite low.
And a lot of people in Washington, they didn’t
think it was even worth us trying.

They had counted us out before we had even
started, because the Washington conventional
wisdom was that change was too hard. But what
we had even then was a group of students here
at George Mason who believed that if we
worked hard enough and if we fought long
enough, if we organized enough supporters,
then we could finally bring change to that city
across the river. We believed that despite all the
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resistance, we could make Washington work,
not for the lobbyists, not for the special inter-
ests, not for the politicians, but for the Ameri-
can people.

And now, 3 years later, I stand before you, 1
year after the worst recession since the Great
Depression, having to make a bunch of tough
decisions, having had a tumultuous debate,
having had a lot of folks who were skeptical
that we could get anything done. And right
now we are at the point where we are going to
do something historic this weekend. That’s
what this health care vote is all about.

A few miles from here, Congress is in the fi-
nal stages of a fateful debate about the future
of health insurance in America. It’s a debate
that’s raged not just for the past year, but for
the past century. One thing when you’re in the
White House, you’ve got a lot of history books
around you. [Laughter] And so I’ve been read-
ing up on the history here. Teddy Roosevelt,
Republican, was the first to advocate that ev-
erybody get health care in this country. Every
decade since, we’ve had Presidents, Republi-
cans and Democrats, from Harry Truman to
Richard Nixon to JFK to Lyndon Johnson
to—every single President has said we need to
fix this system. It’s a debate that’s not only
about the cost of health care, not just about
what we’re doing about folks who aren’t get-
ting a fair shake from their insurance compa-
nies, it’s a debate about the character of our
country, about whether we can still meet the
challenges of our time, whether we still have
the guts and the courage to give every citizen,
not just some, the chance to reach their
dreams.

At the heart of this debate is the question of
whether we’re going to accept a system that
works better for the insurance companies than
it does for the American people, because if
this vote fails, the insurance industry will con-
tinue to run amok. They will continue to deny
people coverage. They will continue to deny
people care. They will continue to jack up pre-
miums 40 or 50 or 60 percent, as they have in
the last few weeks, without any accountability
whatsoever. They know this, and that’s why
their lobbyists are stalking the Halls of Con-
gress as we speak and pouring millions of dol-

lars into negative ads. And that’s why they are
doing everything they can to kill this bill.

So the only question left is this: Are we go-
ing to let the special interests win once again?

Audience members. No!
The President. Or are we going to make this

vote a victory for the American people? 
Audience members. Yes we can! Yes we can!

Yes we can!
The President. George Mason, the time for

reform is right now. Not a year from now, not
5 years from now, not 10 years from now, not
20 years from now, it’s now. We have had a
year of hard debate. Every proposal has been
put on the table; every argument has been
made. We have incorporated the best ideas
from Democrats and from Republicans into a
final proposal that builds on the system of pri-
vate insurance that we currently have. The in-
surance industry and its supporters in Con-
gress have tried to portray this as radical
change.

Now, I just want to be clear, everybody. Lis-
ten up, because we have heard every crazy
thing about this bill. You remember. First, we
heard this was a Government takeover of
health care. Then we heard that this was going
to kill granny. Then we heard, well, illegal im-
migrants are going to be getting the main ben-
efits of this bill. There has been—they have
thrown every argument at this legislative ef-
fort. But when it—it turns out, at the end of
the day, what we’re talking about is common-
sense reform. That’s all we’re talking about.

If you like your doctor, you’re going to be
able to keep your doctor. If you like your plan,
keep your plan. I don’t believe we should give
Government or the insurance companies more
control over health care in America. I think it’s
time to give you, the American people, more
control over your health.

And since you’ve been hearing a whole
bunch of nonsense, let’s just be clear on what
exactly the proposal that they’re going to vote
on in a couple of days will do. It’s going to
change health care in three ways. 

Number one, we are going to end the worst
practices of insurance companies. This is a pa-
tient’s bill of rights on steroids. [Laughter]
Starting this year, thousands of uninsured
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Americans with preexisting conditions will be
able to purchase health insurance, some for the
very first time. Starting this year, insurance
companies will be banned forever from denying
coverage to children with preexisting condi-
tions. Starting this year, insurance companies
will be banned from dropping your coverage
when you get sick. And they’ve been spending a
lot of time weeding out people who are sick so
they don’t have to pay benefits that people have
already paid for. Those practices will end.

If this reform becomes law, all new insurance
plans will be required to offer free preventive
care to their customers. If you buy a new plan,
there won’t be lifetime or restrictive annual lim-
its on the amount of care you receive from your
insurance companies. And by the way, to all the
young people here today, starting this year, if
you don’t have insurance, all new plans will al-
low you to stay on your parent’s plan until you
are 26 years old. 

So you’ll have some security when you gradu-
ate. If that first job doesn’t offer coverage,
you’re going to know that you’ve got coverage.
Because as you start your lives and your careers,
the last thing you should be worried about is
whether you’re going to go broke or make your
parents broke just because you get sick. All
right?

So that’s the first thing this legislation does:
the toughest insurance reforms in history. And
by the way, when you talk to Republicans and
you say, “Well, are you against this?” a lot of
them will say, “No, no, that part’s okay.”
[Laughter] All right, so let’s go to the second
part.

The second thing that would change about
the current system is that for the first time,
small-business owners and people who are be-
ing priced out of the insurance market will have
the same kind of choice of private health insur-
ance that Members of Congress give to them-
selves.

So what this means is, is that small-business
owners and middle class families, they’re going
to be able to be part of what’s called a big pool
of customers that can negotiate with the insur-
ance companies. And that means they can pur-
chase more affordable coverage in a competi-
tive marketplace. So they’re not out there on

their own just shopping. They’re part of millions
of people who are shopping together. And if
you still can’t afford the insurance in this new
marketplace, even though it’s going to be
cheaper than what you can get on your own,
then we’re going to offer you tax credits to help
you afford it, tax credits that add up to the larg-
est middle class tax cut for health care in Amer-
ican history.

Now, these tax credits cost money. Helping
folks who can’t afford it right now, that does
cost some money. It costs about $100 billion per
year.

Audience member. That’s all right.
The President. But most of the cost—[laugh-

ter]—well, here’s the reason it’s all right.
[Laughter] Here’s the reason it’s all right. It
wouldn’t be all right if we weren’t paying for
it—and by the way, that’s what a previous Con-
gress did with the prescription drug plan. All
they did was they gave the benefits and they
didn’t pay for it.

That’s not what we’re doing. What we’re do-
ing is we’re taking money that America is al-
ready spending in the health care system, but is
being spent poorly, that’s going to waste and
fraud and unwarranted subsidies for the insur-
ance companies, and we’re taking that money
and making sure those dollars go towards mak-
ing insurance more affordable.

So we’re going to eliminate wasteful taxpayer
subsidies to insurance companies. We’re going
to set a new fee on insurance companies that
stand to gain millions of new customers. So
here’s the point: This proposal’s paid for. Un-
like some of these previous schemes in Wash-
ington, we’re not taking out the credit card in
your name, young people, and charging it to
you. We’re making sure this thing is paid for. All
right, so that’s the second thing.

Now, the third thing that this legislation does
is it brings down the cost of health care for fam-
ilies and businesses and the Federal Govern-
ment. Americans who are buying comparable
coverage in the individual market would end up
seeing their premiums go down 14 to 20 per-
cent. Americans who get their insurance
through the workplace, cost savings could be as
much as $3,000 less per employer than if we do
nothing. Now, think about that. That’s $3,000
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your employer doesn’t have to pay, which
means maybe she can afford to give you a
raise.

And by the way, if you’re curious, well, how
exactly are we saving these costs? Well, part of
it is, again, we’re not spending our health care
money wisely. So, for example, you go to the
hospital or you go to a doctor and you may take
five tests, when it turns out, if you just took
one test, and you send an e-mail around with
the test results, you wouldn’t be paying $500
per test. So we’re trying to save money across
the system. And altogether, our cost-cutting
measures would reduce most people’s premi-
ums. And here’s the bonus: It brings down our
deficit by more than $1 trillion over the next
two decades.

So you’ve got a whole bunch of opponents
of this bill saying, “Well, we can’t afford this;
we’re fiscal conservatives.” These are the same
guys who passed that prescription drug bill
without paying for it, adding over $1 trillion to
our deficit—“Oh, we can’t afford this.” But
this bill, according to the Congressional Bud-
get Office, which is the referee, the scorekeep-
er for how much things cost, says we’ll save us
$1 trillion. Not only can we afford to do this,
we can’t afford not to do this.

So here’s the bottom line. That’s our pro-
posal: toughest insurance reforms in history,
one of the biggest deficit-reduction plans in
history, and the opportunity to give millions of
people—some of them in your own family,
some of the people who are in this auditorium
today—an opportunity for the first time in a
very long time to get affordable health care.
That’s it. That’s what we’re trying to do. That’s
what the Congress of the United States is
about to vote on this weekend.

Now, it would be nice if we were just kind
of examining the substance, we were walking
through the details of the plan, what it means
for you. But that’s not what the cable stations
like to talk about. [Laughter] What they like to
talk about is the politics of the vote. What does
this mean in November? What does it mean to
the poll numbers? Is this more of an advantage
for Democrats or Republicans? What’s it go-
ing to mean for Obama? Will his Presidency
be crippled? 

Audience members. No!
The President. Or will he be the comeback

kid? Well, that’s what they like to talk about.
That’s what they like to talk about. I under-
stand.

One of the things you realize is, basically,
that a lot of reporting in Washington, it’s just
like “SportsCenter.” [Laughter] It’s consid-
ered a sport, and who’s up and who’s down,
and everybody’s keeping score. And you got
the teams going at it. It’s Rock ’Em Sock ’Em
Robots. [Laughter]

Look, let me say this, George Mason: I
don’t know how this plays politically. Nobody
really does. I mean, there’s been so much mis-
information and so much confusion, and the
climate, at times, during the course of this year
has been so toxic, and people are so anxious
because the economy has been going through
such a tough time. I don’t know what’s going
to happen with the politics on this thing. I
don’t know whether my poll numbers go
down, they go up. I don’t know what happens
in terms of Democrats versus Republicans.

But here’s what I do know: I do know that
this bill, this legislation, is going to be enor-
mously important for America’s future. I do
know the impact it will have on the millions of
Americans who need our help. And the mil-
lions more who may not need help right now,
but a year from now or 5 years from now or 10
years from now, if they have some bad luck, if,
heaven forbid, they get sick, if they’ve got a
preexisting condition, if their child has a pre-
existing condition, if they lose their job, if they
want to start a company, I know the impact it
will have on them.

I know what this reform will mean for peo-
ple like Leslie Banks, a single mom I met in
Pennsylvania. She’s trying to put her daughter
through college, just like probably some of
your moms and dads are trying to put you
through college. And her insurance company
just sent her a letter saying they plan to double
her premium this year, have it go up 100 per-
cent. And she can’t afford it. So now she’s try-
ing to figure out, am I going to keep my insur-
ance or am I going to keep my daughter in col-
lege? Leslie Banks needs us to pass this reform
bill.
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I know what reform will mean for people like
Laura Klitzka. I met Laura up in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, while I was campaigning. She
thought she had beaten her breast cancer. Then
she discovered it had spread to her bones. And
she and her insurance—she and her husband,
they were lucky enough to have insurance, but
their medical bills still landed them in debt. So
now she’s spending time worrying about the
debt, when all she wants to do is think about
how she can spend time with her two kids. Lau-
ra needs us to pass this reform bill.

I know what reform will mean for people like
Natoma Canfield. When her insurance compa-
ny raised her rates, she had to give up her cov-
erage, even though she had been paying thou-
sands of dollars in premiums for years, because
she had beaten cancer 11 years earlier. They
kept on jacking up her rates, jacking up her
rates. Finally, she thought she was going to lose
her home. She was scared that a sudden illness
would lead to financial ruin, but she had no
choice. Right now she’s lying in a hospital bed,
faced with paying for such an illness, after she
had to give up her health insurance. She’s pray-
ing that somehow she can afford to get well.
She knows that it is time for reform.

So, George Mason, when you hear people
saying, “Well, why don’t we do this more incre-
mentally; why don’t we do this a little more
piecemeal; why don’t we just help the folks that
are easiest to help,” my answer is, the time for
reform is now. We have waited long enough.
We have waited long enough.

And in just a few days, a century-long strug-
gle will culminate in a historic vote. We’ve had
historic votes before. We had a historic vote to
put Social Security in place to make sure that
our elderly did not live out their golden years in
poverty. We had a historic vote in civil rights to
make sure that everybody was equal under the
law. As messy as this process is, as frustrating as
this process is, as ugly as this process can be,
when we have faced such decisions in our past,
this Nation, time and time again, has chosen to
extend its promise to more of its people.

You know, the naysayers said that Social Se-
curity would lead to socialism. [Laughter] But
the men and women of Congress stood fast and

created that program that lifted millions out of
poverty.

There were cynics that warned that Medicare
would lead to a Government takeover of our en-
tire health care system and that it didn’t have
much support in the polls. But Democrats and
Republicans refused to back down, and they
made sure that our seniors had the health care
that they needed and could have some basic
peace of mind.

So previous generations, those who came be-
fore us, made the decision that our seniors and
our poor, through Medicaid, should not be
forced to go without health care just because
they couldn’t afford it. Today, it falls to this gen-
eration to decide whether we will make that
same promise to hard-working middle class
families and small businesses all across America
and to young Americans like yourselves who are
just starting out.

So here’s my bottom line: I know this has
been a difficult journey. I know this will be a
tough vote. I know that everybody’s counting
votes right now in Washington. But I also re-
member a quote I saw on a plaque in the White
House the other day. It’s hanging in the same
room when I demanded answers from insur-
ance executives and just received a bunch of ex-
cuses. And it was a quote from Teddy Roos-
evelt, the person who first called for health care
reform—that Republican—all those years ago.
And it said, “Aggressively fighting for the right
is the noblest sport the world affords.”

Now, I don’t know how passing health care
will play politically, but I know it’s right. Teddy
Roosevelt knew it was right; Harry Truman
knew that it was right; Ted Kennedy knew it
was right. And if you believe that it’s right, then
you’ve got to help us finish this fight. You’ve got
to stand with me, just like you did 3 years ago,
and make some phone calls and knock on some
doors, talk to your parents, talk to your friends.
Do not quit, do not give up. We keep on going.
We are going to get this done. We are going to
make history. We are going to fix health care in
America, with your help. 

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at
the Patriot Center. In his remarks, he referred
to Shirley S. Travis, dean, College of Health

and Human Services, and Jim Larranaga, head
coach of the men’s basketball team, George
Mason University.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 20, 2010

On Monday, the Banking Committee of the
United States Senate will debate a proposal to
address the abuse and excess that led to the
worst financial crisis in generations. These re-
forms are essential. As I’ve urged over the past
year, we need commonsense rules that will al-
low our markets to function fairly and freely
while reining in the worst practices of the fi-
nancial industry. That’s the central lesson of
this crisis. And we fail to heed that lesson at
our peril.

Of course, there were many causes of the
economic turmoil that ripped through our
country over the past 2 years. But it was a cri-
sis that began in our financial system. Large
banks engaged in reckless financial specula-
tion without regard for the consequences and
without tough oversight. Financial firms in-
vented and sold complicated financial prod-
ucts to escape scrutiny and conceal enormous
risk. And there were some who engaged in the
rampant exploitation of consumers to turn a
quick profit, no matter who was hurt in the
process.

Now, I have long been a vigorous defender
of free markets. And I believe we need a
strong and vibrant financial sector so that busi-
nesses can get loans and families can afford
mortgages, entrepreneurs can find the capital
to start a new company, sell a new product, or
offer a new service. But what we have seen
over the past 2 years is that without reasonable
and clear rules to check abuse and protect
families, markets don’t function freely. In fact,
it was just the opposite. In the absence of such
rules, our financial markets spun out of con-
trol, credit markets froze, and our economy
nearly plummeted into a second great depres-
sion. That’s why financial reform is so neces-
sary.

After months of bipartisan work, Senator
Chris Dodd and his committee have offered a
strong foundation for reform, in line with the

proposal I previously laid out and in line with
the reform bill passed by the House. It would
provide greater scrutiny of large financial
firms to prevent any one company from threat-
ening the entire financial system, and it would
update the rules so that complicated financial
products like derivatives are no longer bought
and sold without oversight. It would prevent
banks from engaging in risky dealings through
their own hedge funds while finally giving
shareholders a say on executive salaries and
bonuses. And through new tools to break up
failing financial firms, it would help ensure
that taxpayers are never again forced to bail
out a big bank because it’s, quote, “too big to
fail.”

Finally, these reforms include a new con-
sumer financial protection agency. It would
prevent predatory loan practices and other
abuses to ensure that consumers get clear in-
formation about loans and other financial
products before they sign on the dotted line.
Because this financial crisis wasn’t just the re-
sult of decisions made by large financial firms,
it was also the result of many decisions made
by ordinary Americans to open credit cards
and take on mortgages. And while there were
many who took out loans they knew they
couldn’t afford, there were also millions of
people who signed contracts they didn’t fully
understand, offered by lenders who didn’t al-
ways tell the truth.

This is in part because the job of protecting
consumers is spread across seven different
Federal agencies, none of which has the inter-
ests of ordinary Americans as its principal con-
cern. This diffusion of responsibility has made
it easier for credit card companies to lure cus-
tomers with attractive offers and then punish
them in the fine print or for payday lenders
and others who charge outrageous interest
rates to operate without much oversight and
for mortgage brokers to entice home buyers
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