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Gates, and Admiral Mullen. And it includes a
tireless negotiating team. It took patience, it
took perseverance, but we never gave up. And
as a result, the United States will be more se-
cure and the American people will be safer.

Finally, I look forward to continuing to work
closely with Congress in the months ahead.
There’s a long tradition of bipartisan leadership
on arms control. Presidents of both parties have
recognized the necessity of securing and reduc-
ing these weapons. Statesmen like George
Shultz, Sam Nunn, Henry Kissinger, and Bill
Perry have been outspoken in their support of
more assertive action. Earlier this week, I met
with my friends John Kerry and Dick Lugar to
discuss this Treaty, and throughout the morn-
ing, my administration will be consulting Sena-

tors from both parties as we prepare for what I
hope will be a strong, bipartisan support to rati-
fy the new START Treaty.

With that, I’m going to leave you in the able
hands of my Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton,
as well as Secretary of Defense Gates and Joint
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Mike Mullen. So I
want to thank all of you for your attention.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
former Secretaries of State George P. Shultz
and Henry A. Kissinger; former Sen. Samuel A.
Nunn; and former Secretary of Defense Wil-
liam J. Perry.

Statement on Bangladesh Independence Day
March 26, 2010

I join the American people in sending my
best wishes to those abroad and here at home
that are celebrating Bangladesh Independence
Day. Thirty-nine years ago, the people of Ban-
gladesh earned their independence, and since
then, our two nations have shared a commit-

ment to democratic values and created an en-
during friendship. Here at home, those Ameri-
cans that can trace their roots to Bangladesh
continue to be active in all industries and are an
important part of our communities. On this in-
dependence day, I wish them all the best.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 27, 2010

This was a momentous week for America. It
was a week in which, together, we took bold
new steps toward restoring economic security
for our middle class and rebuilding a stronger
foundation for our future. It was a week in
which some of the change that generations have
hoped for and worked for finally became reality
in America.

It began with the passage of comprehensive
health insurance reform that will begin to end
the worst practices of the insurance industry,
rein in our exploding deficits, and, over time, fi-
nally offer millions of families and small busi-
nesses quality, affordable care and the security
and peace of mind that comes with it. And it
ended with Congress casting a final vote on an-
other piece of legislation that accomplished
what we’ve been talking about for decades, leg-

islation that will reform our student loan system
and help us educate all Americans to compete
and win in the 21st century.

Year after year, we’ve seen billions of taxpay-
er dollars handed out as subsidies to bankers
and middlemen who handle Federal student
loans, when that money should have gone to ad-
vancing the dreams of our students and working
families. And yet attempts to fix this problem
and reform this program were thwarted by spe-
cial interests that fought tooth and nail to pre-
serve their exclusive giveaway. But this time, we
said, we would be different. We said we’d stand
up to the special interests and stand up for the
interests of students and families. That’s what
happened this week. I commend all the Sena-
tors and Representatives who did the right
thing.
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This reform of Federal student loan pro-
grams will save taxpayers $68 billion over the
next decade. And with this legislation, we’re
putting that money to use achieving a goal I
set for America. By the end of this decade, we
will once again have the highest proportion of
college graduates in the world.

To make college more affordable for mil-
lions of middle class Americans for whom the
cost of higher education has become an un-
bearable burden, we’re expanding Federal
Pell grants for students, increasing them to
keep pace with inflation in the coming years
and putting the program on a stronger finan-
cial footing. In total, we are doubling funding
for the Federal Pell grant program to help stu-
dents who depend on it.

To make sure our students don’t go broke
just because they chose to go to college, we’re
making it easier for graduates to afford their
student loan payments. Today, about two in
three graduates take out loans to pay for col-
lege. The average student ends up with more
than $23,000 in debt. So when this change
takes effect in 2014, we’ll cap a graduate’s an-
nual student loan repayments at 10 percent of
his or her income.

To help an additional 5 million Americans
earn degrees and certificates over the next de-
cade, we’re revitalizing programming at our
community colleges, the career pathways for
millions of dislocated workers and working
families across this country. These schools are
centers of learning, where students young and
old can get the skills and technical training
they need for the jobs of today and tomorrow.
They’re centers of opportunity as well, where
we can forge partnerships between students

and businesses so that every community can
gain the workforce it needs, and they are vital
to our economic future.

And to ensure that all our students have ev-
ery chance to live up to their full potential, this
legislation also increases support for our mi-
nority-serving institutions, including our His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities, to
keep them as strong as ever in this new centu-
ry.

Education and health care, two of the most
important pillars of a strong America, grew
stronger this week. These achievements don’t
represent the end of our challenges, nor do
they signify the end of the work that faces our
country. But what they do represent is real and
major reform. What they show is that we’re a
nation still capable of doing big things. What
they prove is what’s possible when we can
come together to overcome the politics of the
moment, push back on the special interests,
and look beyond the next election to do what’s
right for the next generation.

That’s the spirit in which we continue the
work of tackling our greatest common tasks: an
economy rebuilt, job creation revitalized, an
American Dream renewed for all people.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 11:15 a.m. on March 26 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on
March 27. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on March
26, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on March 27. The Office of the Press Secre-
tary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan
in Kabul, Afghanistan 
March 28, 2010

President Karzai. Well, Mr. President, wel-
come to Afghanistan on your second visit, this
time as the President of the United States of
America. I welcome you on behalf of the Af-
ghan people and express the gratitude of our
people for the help that America has given us

in the past 8 years, for the assistance given.
And I hope that this process will continue into
the future towards a stable, strong, peaceful
Afghanistan that can sustain itself and that can
move forward into the future with confidence
and better hopes.
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