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to telework on a regular basis. Where regula-
tions are in the way, we’ll see what we can do
to change them. Where new technology can
help, we’ll find a secure, cost-effective way to
install it. Where training is needed to help
managers and workers embrace this approach,
we’ll adopt the best practices from the private
sector.

Because in the end, we believe that all of
this isn’t just about providing a better work ex-
perience for our employees, it’s about provid-
ing better, more efficient service for the
American people, even in the face of snow-
storms and other crises that keep folks from
getting to the office. [Laughter] I do not want
to see the Government close because of snow
again. [Laughter]

It’s about attracting and retaining top talent
in the Federal workforce and empowering
them to do their jobs and judging their success
by the results that they get, not by how many
meetings they attend or how much face time
they log or how many hours are spent on air-
planes. It’s about creating a culture where, as

Martha Johnson puts it, “Work is what you do,
not where you are.”

And in these efforts, we’ll be looking to all
of you for advice and ideas. And we plan to
continue this conversation in the coming
months, holding forums and roundtables in
communities across the country, so we can
seek out more good ideas and best practices
that we can adopt and promote.

So again, I thank you for being part of this
forum. I look forward to hearing about what
you all came up with today. And I look forward
to working with all of you in the years to come.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:34 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D.
Eisenhower Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Karen Kornbluh, U.S.
Permanent Representative to the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment, in her capacity as founder of the Work
and Family Program at the New America
Foundation; and his mother-in-law Marian
Robinson. 

Statement on the Death of Jaime Escalante
March 31, 2010

I was saddened to hear about the passing of
Jaime Escalante today. While most of us got to
know him through the movie that depicted his
work teaching inner-city students calculus, the
students whose lives he changed remain the
true testament to his life’s work.

Throughout his career Jaime opened the
doors of success and higher education for his
students one by one and proved that where a
person came from did not have to determine
how far they could go. He instilled knowledge

in his students, but more importantly he
helped them find the passion and the will to
fulfill their potential. Jaime’s story became fa-
mous. But he represented countless, valiant
teachers throughout our country whose great
works are known only to the young people
whose lives they change.

Michelle and I offer our condolences to Jai-
me’s family and to all those who knew him and
whose lives he touched.

Memorandum on Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the United States Outer
Continental Shelf From Leasing Disposition
March 31, 2010

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Interior

Subject: Withdrawal of Certain Areas of the
United States Outer Continental Shelf from

Leasing Disposition

Under the authority granted to me in sec-
tion 12(a) of the Outer Continental Shelf
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