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Audience member. You’re not one.
The President. They——
Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, that’s—it’s a wonderful

thing. As I was driving by, people were waving.
Everybody was clapping. And then one guy’s
like, “Eh.” [Laughter] He saw me through the
window too. He went, “Eh.” [Laughter] I
thought, that’s a great thing about the country.

Look—but I want everybody to learn the
lesson from this debate. In reaching this mile-
stone, it doesn’t represent the end of all our
problems. We still have jobs to create and def-
icits to reduce. We still have children to edu-
cate. We still face enormous challenges in this
country. Jobs haven’t been returning fast
enough, despite everything that we’re doing.
The economy is growing again, but people still
haven’t been hired back as fast as they need to.
Small businesses are still having trouble get-

ting credit out there. So there are all kinds of
issues we’re going to have to work on. 

But what this fight has taught us about our-
selves and about this country, it’s bigger than
any one issue. It reminds us that change is
never easy, but it’s always possible. It reminds
us that in the United States of America, we
still have the power to shape our own destiny.
And it reminds us that we as a people don’t
shrink from a challenge. We don’t shirk our re-
sponsibilities, we embrace challenges. We
don’t fear the future, we shape the future.
That’s what we do. That’s who we are. That’s
what you’re about. That’s why you’re here.
That’s why I ran for President of the United
States of America. That’s what makes us the
United States of America. 

Thank you, Portland. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. at the
Portland Exposition Building.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Free Flow of
Information to and Exercise of Universal Rights in Iran
April 1, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the authorities contained in
section 1264 of the Victims of Iranian Censor-
ship Act (Subtitle D of Title XII of Public Law
111–84, the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2010), I am providing a re-
port prepared by my Administration. This re-
port details U.S. efforts to ensure the free flow
of information to Iran and to enhance the abil-

ities of Iranians to exercise their universal
rights.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Reception in Boston,
Massachusetts
April 1, 2010

The President. Hello, Boston. It’s good to
be back. Good to be back in Beantown.

Audience member. We love you, President
Obama!

The President. I love you back.
Audience member. Keep smiling! [Laugh-

ter]

The President. I can’t help it. [Laughter]
There are a couple people I want to make sure
I acknowledge: our Lieutenant Governor Tim
Murray is in the house. I believe a sizable por-
tion of the Massachusetts congressional dele-
gation is here. Please wave. Where are they? I
see—who do I got? Markey, Capuano—who
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else we got here? Delahunt is over here. Love
these guys. [Laughter]

One of the finest mayors in the country, Tom
Menino is in the house. Senator Paul Kirk is
here. My dear friend, Vicki Kennedy, is here.

Somebody else who’s inspired me—some of
you know that the Democrats, when we came
in, we decided we’d try to advance this novel
concept, and that is that women should get the
same pay as men for doing the same work. The
bill that we signed was called the Lilly Ledbet-
ter bill because Lilly Ledbetter, through her
court case, inspired an entire nation to say that
the Supreme Court wasn’t right and we needed
to do something about it. And Lilly Ledbetter is
here. I want everybody to give her a big round
of applause.

Now, it’s a hard thing being a Governor. It’s a
hard thing being a Governor and the chairman
of the Democratic National Committee. And
over the last year, this guy has done it with the
grace and the stick-to-it-iveness that has
marked his entire career. He’s one of my dear-
est friends, the first person to endorse me out-
side of Illinois, standing in the seat of the old
Confederacy in February of 2007, my dear
friend Tim Kaine. I should point out that he
was term limited. He only had one term to
serve, so he was willing to do something crazy
like endorse me that quick. [Laughter]

And then let me thank Deval for the extraor-
dinary introduction. And before I begin, I want
to say a few words about the record flooding
that’s been sweeping across a large portion of
New England. I stopped by the Massachusetts
Emergency Management Agency with Deval
earlier today to be briefed on relief and recov-
ery efforts, and I want everybody to know that
we are working closely, minute by minute, with
authorities in both States to provide the neces-
sary assistance.

And I want to thank personally local and
State first-responders who’ve been working
tirelessly and under difficult circumstances to
save lives and property. I want to thank our
team at FEMA that is fully engaged and com-
mitted to working with affected communities
not only in terms of response efforts, but also in
terms of rebuilding efforts. And tomorrow Sec-
retary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano

and FEMA Director—or FEMA Deputy Ad-
ministrator Rich Serino, who is a Boston native,
by the way——

Audience member. Woo! [Laughter]
The President. ——will be visiting Rhode Is-

land to tour some of the hardest hit areas and
make sure that we are doing everything we can.

Audience member. Thank you!
The President. You are welcome, but thank

them. And all of our thoughts and prayers are
with the families who’ve been dislocated and
are wrestling with this enormous tragedy.

It is worth reminding people at a time when
folks who work in Government don’t get
enough credit that when times are tough, when
trouble arises, there are all kinds of civil ser-
vants out there who are working 24/7 in order to
help folks. And I think it’s worth remembering
that when you hear some of the rhetoric out
there.

Now, it’s good to be back in a town that’s
been so good to me. People forget I once spent
3 years cooped up in a library across the river.
[Laughter] I still managed to make some good
memories though. A few years ago, I gave this
speech down at the convention speech that
went pretty good. [Laughter] Most of you didn’t
know my name before that. But one man who
did is a man who wakes up every single day de-
termined to fight the good fight for Massachu-
setts families and Massachusetts’s future, and
that’s your Governor, and my dear friend, Deval
Patrick.

Deval stood up for me when I was running
for the United States Senate that year. Then,
right after I took office, he came to me; I had
just set up my office at the Hart Building. Deval
is saying this is a true story; this is a true sto-
ry. [Laughter] He says “Barack, congratula-
tions. We’re so proud of you. I’ve got this idea.
I’ve got this feeling that the people of Massa-
chusetts might be looking for something a little
bit different, and so I’ve got this hunger to
serve. I want to run for Governor.” And I
thought to myself, “Well, this guy is crazy.”
[Laughter] “He’s not going to win. He’s never
run for anything.” At the time there were these
candidates who had been planning the race for
years. But then I thought to myself, “Well, yes,
but he supported me when I was doing this stu-
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pid thing running for the United States Sen-
ate, so—and I like him, so, what the heck.”
[Laughter]

He had already put himself out there for
one hopeless cause, I figured the least I could
do was to return the favor. But the reason that
I did it happily was because I knew there was a
core decency and integrity about Deval. I
knew that this was a man who does the right
thing, who has a vision for the future, some-
body who was going to be tenacious in his pur-
suit of that vision. And even though he didn’t
have any money or big-name support, as soon
as he started getting organized, I said to my-
self, “He’s going to win.”

And I watched him travel across this Com-
monwealth, listening to you and building his
campaign house by house, block by block,
neighborhood by neighborhood, and that con-
fidence spread to others. And folks began to
say, “You know, this guy Patrick, he’s not
Irish.” [Laughter] “But we like him anyway.”
[Laughter] I mean, it was a good trick. Initial-
ly, people would come—[laughter]—and then
when it was too late to—they listened to him
and—[laughter]. I did the same thing. [Laugh-
ter] I put an apostrophe after the
“O”—[laughter]—and it worked out pretty
good.

But the reason it worked was because Deval
knew that the campaign wasn’t about him, it
was about you. His core vision was that every-
one in this Commonwealth had a part to play
in building its future, and so many of you built
a movement for change that could not be de-
nied.

So I want you to realize that you’ve got a
tremendous leader in Deval Patrick. In what is
an extraordinarily tough time to be a Gover-
nor, he has moved forward, not on the easy is-
sues, but on the tough issues: pushing historic
ethics reform, making education a top priority,
keeping Massachusetts at the forefront of
clean technology and biotechnology and all the
innovations that are ultimately going to deter-
mine how well America is able to compete
around the world in the 21st century. He’s the
Governor that’s going to keep leading Massa-
chusetts into the future.

And here’s what else I want you to remem-
ber, Boston. The campaign Deval Patrick built
is the same campaign for change that you and
I built across this country, same way: house by
house, block by block, neighborhood by neigh-
borhood. Because we shared a simple belief:
Change does not come from the top down;
change comes from the bottom up. It comes
from Americans like you. That’s what this
movement has been about.

You believed that government of the people
and by the people could still work for the peo-
ple. You believed that we could still stand up
to the special interests by standing up for mid-
dle class interests. You believed that we should
finally solve the problems that had been hold-
ing back our families and our businesses year
after year after year. You believed that it was
still possible to change the United States of
America for the better. And Boston, I’ve come
to tell you tonight that we have kept faith with
those beliefs. We have begun to solve those
problems. The change you fought for is begin-
ning to take hold.

Now, we knew from the beginning that it
wouldn’t be easy. Change never is. President
Kennedy once said: “When we got into office,
the thing that surprised me most was that
things were as bad as we’d been saying they
were.” [Laughter] Right, Deval?

Governor Deval L. Patrick of Massachu-
setts. That’s right. [Laughter]

The President. So when we took office, we
faced a financial crisis unseen since the 1930s,
economy bleeding 750,000 jobs a month, a
$1.3 trillion deficit, and two wars that were
costly in every sense of the word.

So priority number one was responding to
this incredible economic crisis. And by the
way, some of the short-term steps required to
do that weren’t popular and they weren’t easy.
The pundits in Washington kept on saying,
“What’s he doing shoring up the banks and the
auto industry and passing a Recovery Act?
Doesn’t he know it’s unpopular? Doesn’t he
know it will make him vulnerable?”

Well, yes, it turns out I’ve got pollsters too.
[Laughter] We usually know what’s going to
be unpopular before the newspapers do.
[Laughter] But I also knew that if you govern
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by pundits and polls, then you lose sight of why
you got into public service in the first place. You
lose sight of why all of you fought so hard to put
me there in the first place. And I refuse to gov-
ern that way. That’s not why we fought so hard
to win office.

My job is to solve problems for the people
who elected me to solve them and for the peo-
ple who didn’t. [Laughter] My job wasn’t to
husband my popularity, make sure that I’m not
making waves. That’s how a lot of folks who get
into office govern. It’s easy. But that’s part of
the reason why we’ve seen so little progress on
the things that matter so much to ordinary peo-
ple.

So I resolved to do not necessarily what was
popular, but what I thought was right. And a
year later, the financial system has stabilized. I
love, you know, in the midst of the crisis—you
guys may remember last March, when the stock
market was bottoming out—“This is Obama’s
stock market.” [Laughter] Wall Street Journal
said that, “Oh, look at his policies.” And I notice
it’s not my market anymore. [Laughter] I don’t
know what happened. You notice that? [Laugh-
ter]

We recovered most of the money it took to
stabilize the financial markets. And I’ve pro-
posed a fee on the biggest banks to recover ev-
ery last dime that’s still out there, so we are go-
ing to make sure that taxpayers get all their
money back. A year later, GM is hiring again,
on the verge of reopening hundreds of dealer-
ships. A year later, the Recovery Act has put
Americans back to work across the country re-
building our infrastructure, provided nearly
$300 billion in tax cuts designed to help small
businesses and 95 percent of working Ameri-
cans, and that’s a major reason why the econo-
my that was shrinking a year ago is growing to-
day. Taking those steps was the right thing to
do.

Now, think back to just 2 months ago. Every-
body thought our chances at progress were sud-
denly doomed. A Republican had won Ted
Kennedy’s seat.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. Massachusetts, you caused

quite a bit of excitement around the country.
[Laughter] The sky was falling. You remember

that? I’m sure none of you felt that way.
[Laughter]

But we did what our friend Teddy would
have done. We kept up the fight, because it was
the right thing to do. And because we did, and
because of the Members of Congress who are
here today, last week we proved that America is
a better nation than one that allows illness or
accident to endanger the dreams of its people,
people who have worked a lifetime to build
those dreams. We finally passed comprehensive
health insurance reform in America. After a
hundred years, we passed health insurance re-
form and enshrined the idea that everybody
should have some security when it comes to
their health care. Nobody should be bankrupt
when they get sick. No child should languish
because of lack of care. After a hundred years.

As Joe Biden said, who has a way with words,
this is—[laughter]—what? [Laughter] He said
it’s a big deal. [Laughter] This reform will begin
to end the worst practices of the insurance in-
dustry. They’re going to rein in our exploding
deficits, and over time, finally offer millions of
families and small-business owners quality, af-
fordable care and the security and peace of
mind that comes with it, some of those folks for
the very first time in their lives. And what it
doesn’t do is it doesn’t hand more control to the
Government or to health insurance companies;
it gives it back to you, the American people.

And then this week, we built on that prog-
ress. I signed into law a bill that will finally re-
form the student loan system so that it works for
students and families instead of bankers. We
took $68 billion—$68 billion—that would have
been going to financial middlemen to pad their
profits, even though they weren’t taking any
risks—because these were all federally guaran-
teed loans—and we said, why don’t we use that
to make college more affordable and to
strengthen our community colleges, which are a
pathway for so many working families to suc-
cess. Because that’s how we’ll achieve the goal
that I’ve set: By 2020, America will once again
have the highest proportion of college gradu-
ates in the world.

And so we’re able to say to college students
today that we have doubled Pell grants, and we
are going to make sure that you never have to
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pay more than 10 percent of your income for
your college debt, because we don’t want you
being hampered as you get started in life. And
if you go into a job like teaching we will forgive
your loans after 10 years. That’s an agenda for
moving America forward.

And then next week, I’ll travel to Prague,
where the United States of America and Rus-
sia will sign the most comprehensive arms
control agreement in nearly 20 years, part of
our effort to stop the spread of nuclear weap-
ons and seek a world without them.

So these are some of the recent successes
that you made possible. But some of our other
successes happened so quick, everybody’s for-
gotten about them. [Laughter] I mean, people
don’t realize we made the largest investment
in clean energy in history. Folks don’t realize
that we made this huge investment in informa-
tion technologies for the health care system, so
that you don’t have to fill out as many forms
when you go to the doctor and we can all start
saving some money and saving some time.
Folks don’t realize that we put the law behind
the principle of equal pay for an equal day’s
work. We passed laws to protect consumers
from getting ripped off by credit card compa-
nies and homeowners from being taken advan-
tage of by predatory lenders and our children
being targeted from big tobacco. And we ap-
pointed Sonia Sotomayor to the Supreme
Court. And we made the White House the
people’s house again. And we passed a service
bill named for Senator Ted Kennedy that’s
giving young and old a chance to serve their
country and give back to their communities.

Audience member. What’s next? [Laughter]
The President. I’m telling you. [Laughter]

You sound like the reporters. [Laughter]
I was up in Maine, and I was joking

about—only slightly joking—about the fact
that the day after we signed it, everybody start-
ed writing these stories about how the country
is still divided on health care, it hasn’t sudden-
ly become universally popular. [Laughter]
What’s going on? It’s been a week, folks.
[Laughter]

So I said, can you imagine if, you know, the
pundits and the cable guys were covering a
farm? [Laughter] And you know, you sort of

till the soil and, look, the soil is all messed up.
[Laughter] And then you put the seeds in, and
the next day they’d write a story: “Nothing is
growing.” [Laughter] “We’re going to starve.
There are no crops.” [Laughter] “It’s polling
really badly.” [Laughter]

Here’s the point—[laughter]—I’m starting
to have fun, which I should not do—in ways
large and small, Boston, we’ve begun to deliv-
er on the change you believed in. We have
done what we said we would do.

That’s the other thing that surprises folks in
Washington. They said, “Well, you know, why
did you keep on doing health care?” Well, be-
cause I said—that’s what I said I was going to
do. [Laughter]

What our recent debates have lain bare is
that even though we’ve had some success
overcoming political gridlock, we haven’t had
as much success in changing political gridlock.
We have to admit that. And I wanted to
change the tone in Washington; it hasn’t
changed, not yet. But I still believe that if
we’re going to deal with the great challenges
of our time and secure a better future, as past
generations of Americans have done, as they
did for us, then we’re going to have to change
our politics, because for all our efforts, change
can’t come fast enough for so many Ameri-
cans.

Every time I visit workers in a factory or
families in a diner, every night when I sit down
and I read letters from everyday Americans, I
get the same questions. People ask: “How am I
going to find a job? I’m 50 years old. I’ve
known only one skill my entire life, and now
I’ve been laid off. Where do I turn?” Or, “How
am I going to retire when I keep spending the
savings I—all my savings just to get by, just to
pay skyrocketing health care bills?” Or, “How
am I going to make it when I’m stretched to
the limit on my mortgage and my bills and I’m
trying to save for my kids’ college education?”

You know, they’re not asking me: “Barack,
which party is scoring more political points?
Who’s ahead at the polls? Who won the news
cycle today?” They look to Washington, and
they see a city that’s just obsessed with red
versus blue and who’s up and who’s down and
every day is election day. Every day is election
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day. There are stories out right now—“We’ve
polled Obama in 2012.” [Laughter] I’m not jok-
ing. I mean, people write entire col-
umns—“Well, you know, matched up against
hypothetical Republicans, here’s what happen-
ing”—less concerned about what’s going on in
the life of folks in America.

And it’s no wonder there’s so much frustra-
tion out there. And yes, some of it is going to be
directed at us because, you know what, one of
the things you sign up for when you become a
Governor or you become a President is that
you’re a lightning rod for all these frustrations
that build up, legitimate frustrations.

Now, there are always going to be some is-
sues where Democrats and Republicans just
don’t see eye to eye. That’s how our democracy
works. It’s supposed to be messy. It was de-
signed that way. But it’s one thing to disagree
out of principle; it’s another way to stand—it’s
another thing to stand in the way just because
it’s politically expedient. And I don’t know how
else to describe one of the Republican Senators
saying that health care was going to be
“Obama’s Waterloo.” You remember that?

Audience members. Yes.
The President. That’s the kind of politics that

says, “When you lose, I win,” regardless of what
it means for the country. And that’s an unfortu-
nate approach, especially when this new law has
a lot of Republicans in it—or a lot of Republi-
can ideas in it. You know, you’ve got a former
Governor of Massachusetts who’s running
around—[laughter]—saying, “What’s this
health reform bill?” [Laughter] And I keep on
scratching my head and I say, boy, this Massa-
chusetts thing, who designed that? [Laughter]
And I have to say, already you’re starting to see
some Republicans that are actually claiming
credit for some of the ideas in the bill, even
though they fought against the bill.

And part of this was a early calculated deci-
sion made by Republican leaders in Congress
not to work with us on the most important is-
sues facing the American people. And they
made this decision even before I was sworn into
office. The general strategy was if they could
block progress on any big issue, then they could
say that the Democrats had failed and they
could run on that in November. That’s not just

short-term politics, that’s short-term thinking.
And it’s especially disappointing in a time of cri-
sis when there’s so much work to be done.

Well, it turns out health reform wasn’t my
Waterloo. [Laughter] And it turns out that the
day after I signed the bill it wasn’t Armageddon.
[Laughter] No asteroids fell. [Laughter] The
Earth didn’t crack open. Nobody has lost their
doctor. Nobody has been manacled and
dragged into a Government plan. We’re going
to be okay. [Laughter] We’re going to be better
than okay. Because in the end, it was a long-
overdue victory for the American people, and
it’s a step, like everything that we’ve done over
the past year, to help restore some certainty and
security to middle class families that have felt
that security slipping away. And we’re going to
keep on fighting on those other challenges that
we face.

So my friend back there, whoever it was,
asked me what was next. Let me tell you.
[Laughter] Folks can keep on calling me naive
if they want. I’ve been called that before. I’m
going to keep on reaching out to Republicans
for their help.

Audience member. Don’t bother! [Laughter]
The President. It may be heresy to say so at

an event like this, I know—[laughter]—but I
believe that those of us in public life have to
care less about what’s right for a party and more
about what’s right for the country. So I’m going
to keep incorporating their ideas, even if they
refuse to consider mine. Maybe we can even get
your newest Senator on board with some of our
efforts, because there’s a lot we should be able
to agree on.

We should all agree that we have to rebuild
this economy so that hard work is once again re-
warded and families feel like they’ve got a shot
at the American Dream again. This isn’t just an
economic challenge for our country. It’s a crisis
that tears at our society’s soul, because a job is
more than just a paycheck. It’s about feeling
that sense of self-worth from a job well done,
the fulfillment in meeting one’s responsibilities.
No American should be deprived of that digni-
ty. And so we’ve going to have to think creative-
ly and collaboratively if we’re going to put
Americans back to work.
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We should all agree we have to pursue a
comprehensive strategy for energy security
that moves us from fossil fuels and foreign oil
to homegrown fuels and clean energy, because
the nation that leads in the clean energy sector
will lead the economy in the 21st century.

We should all agree that we’ve got to pass
commonsense rules for Wall Street to prevent
the kind of nonsense that took place and
helped to lead to this crisis, where a few reck-
less financial institutions can bring down an
entire economy and burst the dreams of mil-
lions of American families.

We should all agree that we’ve got to bring
down our mounting deficits, which is why I
signed into law PAYGO rules—very simple
concept, you pay as you go—that helped pro-
duce the budget surpluses of the 1990s. And
that’s why I ordered a freeze on discretionary
spending and have created a bipartisan, inde-
pendent commission to help solve our fiscal
crisis, because we face some tough choices
ahead, and we need to make them together.
And they’re not going to be made by slogans.
They’re going to be made by us coming to-
gether and deciding to do right by the next
generation.

I know we can do this. I know we can over-
come the politics of cynicism and come to-
gether in common purpose to solve our great-
est challenges. And I know this because of you.
I was remarking to Deval, the first time I was
in this room was after the New Hampshire pri-
mary. Some of you were here. You remember
that? And as is true, once you’re Presi-
dent—folks had gotten carried away on the
upswing, all right? So after Iowa, everybody
had just gone crazy and “it’s over” and this and
that and the other. And then we lost New
Hampshire, and suddenly, everybody was
“ooh”—[laughter]. Everybody was sad.
[Laughter] Well, not everybody; I mean the
folks who were supporting me were sad.
[Laughter]

And I remember coming to this room
and—I don’t know if some of you remember
me saying this—I said, you know, I actually
think this is a good thing. Because, I said, the
race for the Presidency should not be easy. It

should be hard; you should be tested. You
should be poked and prodded, and the Ameri-
can people should be able to lift the hood and
take candidates out for a test drive and see
whether they meet the test. And the process of
running for President is so humbling, in part
because what you come to realize is the Amer-
ican people are so good, and they’re so decent,
and they deserve the best possible leadership.

And so I remember speaking to all of you
and said, cheer up, stand up. We’re in the
midst of this remarkable democratic experi-
ment, and I didn’t get involved in this because
I was a sure thing. I got involved in this be-
cause I felt it was the right thing to do, and
that maybe my voice combined with your
voice and voices of people all across the coun-
try could somehow make a meaningful differ-
ence.

And my faith is renewed every day by
Americans that I meet all across this great
country who refuse to settle for the status quo.
My resolve is strengthened every time I see an
American who rejects the idea that Americans
can no longer do big things. I am fired up by
every American who still believes that people
who love their country can change it. And,
Boston, we have seen what happens when we
don’t back down. We have seen what’s hap-
pens when we don’t quit. I don’t quit; you
don’t quit. And I am absolutely confident, with
your help, we will rise to our challenges. We
will finish what we’ve started. We’ll reelect
Deval Patrick. We will keep the American
Dream alive for this generation and for the
next generation. You can bank on that.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:58 p.m. at the
State Room. In his remarks, he referred to
Victoria R. Kennedy, wife of former Sen. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy; Lilly Ledbetter, former
employee, Goodyear Tire and Rubber Compa-
ny plant in Gadsden, AL; former Gov. Timo-
thy M. Kaine of Virginia, chairman, Demo-
cratic National Committee; Sens. Scott P.
Brown and James W. DeMint; and former
Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts. 
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Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in Boston
April 1, 2010

The President. Hello, everybody. Thank
you. Please, everybody, be seated. 

Let me just begin by acknowledging some
great friends. First of all, somebody who I con-
sider one of the finest Governors in the country,
and somebody who I know you guys are going
to reelect, Governor Deval Patrick is in the
house. 

To the Massachusetts congressional delega-
tion—I see Ed Markey here, but I want to—I
know I saw Congressman Delahunt and Capua-
no earlier. They have shown such courage and
have stuck to it in some very difficult circum-
stances and are consistently showing the kind of
leadership we need. We now got Barney Frank
who is about to make sure that we’ve got finan-
cial regulatory reform, which is going to be so
critical. So to your congressional delegation,
please give them a big round of applause, and
Ed Markey in particular. 

To my dear friend who has been a constant
source of inspiration—Vicki Kennedy is here,
and I want everybody to give her a big round of
applause. And to all of you who cochaired this
elegant event, I assure you I will not break out
into song. [Laughter]      

I want to thank Tim Kaine for not only the
generous introduction, not only for being an ex-
traordinary Governor of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, but also now being one of the best
leaders of our party that we’ve ever had. Some
of you may know, Tim Kaine was the first per-
son, the first elected official outside of Illinois
to endorse me when I announced my Presiden-
tial race—[applause]—on the steps of the old
capitol of the Confederacy in Richmond in Feb-
ruary of 2007, where most people couldn’t pro-
nounce my name. And there was no political
gain for him to—in doing it. He just stepped
out because he thought it was the right thing to
do. And that’s the kind of person that Tim Kai-
ne has always been. He is decent; he is smart;
he is principled. And to have somebody like that
leading our party makes me feel better, and it
should make you feel a lot better too. So thank
you. 

Very quickly, I want to say, obviously, that
our hearts go out to all the families who’ve been
affected by the recent flooding throughout New
England. I was at the emergency center where
Deval walked me through the steps that are be-
ing taken coordinating State, local, and Federal
resources. We hope that the worst is behind us,
but it’s at moments like this where leadership is
tested. And as usual, Deval has passed with fly-
ing colors.

It’s also at moments like this—I spoke to a
larger group before I came here—that we are
reminded of the value of government. There is
this notion afoot that somehow it’s cool to be
cynical about government. And then you go into
this emergency center and you see these extraor-
dinarily dedicated people working 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, just to help others. And
they’re not making a lot of money doing it. But
they’re dedicated, they care. And it’s a reminder
that we are not just individuals out there pursu-
ing our own self-interest, we’re also a communi-
ty, we’re also neighbors, we’re also friends. And
those values that we care so deeply about, they
need to express themselves through our Gov-
ernment as well.

And so it’s something that is worth remem-
bering. And I want to thank all the local and
State officials who’ve been working so diligent-
ly, as well as our Federal officials, for doing
what’s so important.

Most of you are dear friends. I have known
you through good times and tough times. The
event right before we came here was held—De-
val, what’s the name of that place?

Governor Deval L. Patrick of Massachusetts.
The State Room.

The President. The State Room. This room
holds a special place in my heart because this is
the room where I appeared before a whole
bunch of supporters here in Boston the day af-
ter I lost the New Hampshire primary. You re-
member that? A bunch of you guys remember
that. Marianne was there; a whole bunch of
folks were there.

Most of the folks who were our supporters in
Boston had gone up to New Hampshire to
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