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NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:25 p.m. on April 2 in the Diplomatic
Reception Room at the White House for broad-
cast on April 3. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on

April 2, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on April 3. The Office of the Press Secre-
tary also released a Spanish language transcript
of this address.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll
April 5, 2010

How about Amber? Please give Amber a big
round of applause. 

Is everybody having a good time? Happy
Easter, everybody. We are thrilled that all of
you could come. I’m not going to make a long
speech, because we’ve got the best speaker, the
smartest and best looking of the older Obam-

as—[laughter]—and that would be the First La-
dy of the United States, Michelle Obama. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:01 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainer Amber Riley,
who sang the national anthem. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks of the First Lady.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal
Year 2011 Budget Amendments
April 5, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
amendment to Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 proposals
in my FY 2011 Budget. In particular, I am re-
questing authority to allow the Department of
Defense to transfer up to $50 million of funds
that will expire in FY 2010 to the Department
of Transportation’s Maritime Administration for
improvements to the Port of Guam. Moderniza-
tion of the Port is a critical prerequisite for the
military construction program supporting the
realignment of U.S. Marine Corps forces from

Japan to Guam, a part of the overall U.S. strate-
gy for military forces in the Pacific region.

In addition, this transmittal contains a FY
2010 proposal for the Legislative Branch. As a
matter of comity between branches, appropria-
tions requests of the Legislative Branch are
transmitted without change.

The details of this amendment are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks at an Easter Prayer Breakfast
April 6, 2010

Good morning, everybody. Thank you.
Please have a seat. Have a seat. What a great
honor and pleasure it is to have all of you here
today. Before I begin, I want to just acknowl-
edge two members of my Cabinet who I believe
are here: Secretary Gary Locke—is that cor-

rect? Where’s Gary? There he is—our Com-
merce Secretary; and Secretary Janet Napolita-
no, who’s keeping us safe each and every day.
[Applause] Here you go.

I also want to acknowledge the Mt. Ennon
Clinton children’s chorus for being here.
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They’re going to be giving us a medley later
on. There they are up there, looking very seri-
ous. [Laughter]

Before I begin, I want to send my deepest
condolences, our thoughts and prayers to the
families and the friends of the workers who
lost their lives after an explosion took place in
a West Virginia mine yesterday. At this mo-
ment, there are still people missing. There are
rescue teams that are searching tirelessly and
courageously to find them.

I spoke with Governor Manchin of West
Virginia last night and told him that the Feder-
al Government stands ready to offer whatever
assistance is needed in this rescue effort. So I
would ask that the faithful who’ve gathered
here this morning pray for the safe return of
the missing, the men and women who’ve put
their lives on the line to save them, and the
souls of those who’ve been lost in this tragic
accident. May they rest in peace, and may
their families find comfort in the hard days
ahead.

One of my hopes upon taking this office was
to make the White House a place where all
people would feel welcome. To that end, we
held a Seder here to mark the first Passover.
We held an iftar here with Muslim Americans
to break the daily fast during Ramadan. And
today I’m particularly blessed to welcome you,
my brothers and sisters in Christ, for this Eas-
ter breakfast.

With us are Christian leaders from all across
America, men and women who lead small-
town churches and big-city congregations and
major organizations in service of others, folks
whose sermons are heard and whose examples
are followed by millions all across the country.
So I wanted to join you for a brief moment to-
day to continue the Easter celebration of our
risen Savior and to reflect on the work to
which His promise calls all of us.

I can’t tell any of you anything about Easter
that you don’t already know. [Laughter] I can’t
shed light on centuries of scriptural interpreta-
tion or bring any new understandings to those
of you who reflect on Easter’s meaning each
and every year and each and every day. But
what I can do is tell you what draws me to this

holy day and what lesson I take from Christ’s
sacrifice and what inspires me about the story
of the resurrection.

For even after the passage of 2,000 years,
we can still picture the moment in our mind’s
eye: young man from Nazareth marched
through Jerusalem, object of scorn and deri-
sion and abuse and torture by an empire; the
agony of crucifixion amidst the cries of thieves;
the discovery just 3 days later that would for-
ever alter our world: that the Son of Man was
not to be found in His tomb and that Jesus
Christ had risen.

And we are awed by the grace He showed
even to those who would have killed Him. We
are thankful for the sacrifice He gave for the
sins of humanity. And we glory in the promise
of redemption in the resurrection.

And such a promise is one of life’s great
blessings, because, as I am continually learn-
ing, we are, each of us, imperfect. Each of us
errs, by accident or by design. Each of us falls
short of how we ought to live. And selfishness
and pride are vices that afflict us all.

It’s not easy to purge these afflictions, to
achieve redemption. But as Christians, we be-
lieve that redemption can be delivered by faith
in Jesus Christ. And the possibility of redemp-
tion can make straight the crookedness of a
character and make whole the incompleteness
of a soul. Redemption makes life, however
fleeting here on Earth, resound with eternal
hope.

Of all the stories passed down through the
Gospels, this one in particular speaks to me
during this season. And I think of hang-
ing—watching Christ hang from the cross, en-
during the final seconds of His passion. He
summoned what remained of His strength to
utter a few last words before He breathed His
last breath.

“Father,” He said, “into Your hands I com-
mit My spirit.” Father, into Your hands I com-
mit My spirit. These words were spoken by
our Lord and Savior, but they can just as truly
be spoken by every one of us here today. Their
meaning can just as truly be lived out by all of
God’s children.
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So, on this day, let us commit our spirit to the
pursuit of a life that is true, to act justly, and to
love mercy and walk humbly with the Lord.
And when we falter, as we will, let redemp-
tion—through commitment and through perse-
verance and through faith—be our abiding
hope and fervent prayer.

Many of you are living out that commitment
every day. So we want to honor you through this
brief program, celebrating both the meaning of

Easter and the spirit of service that embodies so
much of your work. And our first celebrant to-
day is Reverend Dr. Cynthia Hale, who will de-
liver our opening prayer.

Thank you all for being here. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Cynthia L. Hale, senior pastor,
Ray of Hope Christian Church in Decatur, GA. 

Statement on the Release of the Nuclear Posture Review 
April 6, 2010

One year ago yesterday in Prague, I outlined
a comprehensive agenda to prevent the spread
of nuclear weapons and to pursue the peace and
security of a world without them. I look forward
to advancing this agenda in Prague this week
when I sign the new START Treaty with Presi-
dent Medvedev, committing the United States
and Russia to substantial reductions in our nu-
clear arsenals.

Today my administration is taking a signifi-
cant step forward by fulfilling another pledge
that I made in Prague to reduce the role of nu-
clear weapons in our national security strategy
and focus on reducing the nuclear dangers of
the 21st century, while sustaining a safe, secure,
and effective nuclear deterrent for the United
States and our allies and partners as long as nu-
clear weapons exist.

The Nuclear Posture Review, led by the De-
partment of Defense, recognizes that the great-
est threat to U.S. and global security is no lon-
ger a nuclear exchange between nations, but
nuclear terrorism by violent extremists and nu-
clear proliferation to an increasing number of
states. Moreover, it recognizes that our national
security and that of our allies and partners can
be increasingly defended by America’s unsur-
passed conventional military capabilities and
strong missile defenses.

As a result, we are taking specific and con-
crete steps to reduce the role of nuclear weap-
ons, while preserving our military superiority,
deterring aggression, and safeguarding the se-
curity of the American people.

First, and for the first time, preventing nu-
clear proliferation and nuclear terrorism is now

at the top of America’s nuclear agenda, which
affirms the central importance of the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty. We have aligned our
policies and proposed major funding increases
for programs to prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons around the world. Our nuclear securi-
ty summit next week will be an opportunity for
47 nations to commit to specific steps to pursue
the goal of securing all vulnerable nuclear mate-
rials around the world within 4 years. And next
month in New York, we will work with the wid-
er world to strengthen the global nonprolifera-
tion regime to ensure that all nations uphold
their responsibilities.

Second, we are further emphasizing the im-
portance of nations meeting their NPT and nu-
clear nonproliferation obligations through our
declaratory policy. The United States is declar-
ing that we will not use or threaten to use nucle-
ar weapons against non-nuclear weapons states
that are party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty and in compliance with their nuclear
nonproliferation obligations. This enables us to
sustain our nuclear deterrent for the narrower
range of contingencies in which these weapons
may still play a role, while providing an addi-
tional incentive for nations to meet their NPT
obligations. Those nations that fail to meet their
obligations will therefore find themselves more
isolated and will recognize that the pursuit of
nuclear weapons will not make them more se-
cure.

Finally, we are fulfilling our responsibilities
as a nuclear power committed to the NPT. The
United States will not conduct nuclear testing
and will seek ratification of the Comprehensive
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