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Test Ban Treaty. The United States will not
develop new nuclear warheads or pursue new
military missions or new capabilities for nucle-
ar weapons.

As I stated last year in Prague, so long as nu-
clear weapons exist, we will maintain a safe,
secure, and effective arsenal that guarantees
the defense of the United States, reassures al-
lies and partners, and deters potential adver-
saries. To that end, we are seeking substantial
investments to improve infrastructure,
strengthen science and technology, and retain
the human capital we need to sustain our
stockpile, while also strengthening the conven-
tional capabilities that are an important part of

our deterrent. The nuclear strategy we’re an-
nouncing today, therefore, reaffirms America’s
unwavering commitment to the security of our
allies and partners and advances American na-
tional security.

To stop the spread of nuclear weapons, pre-
vent nuclear terrorism, and pursue the day
when these weapons do not exist, we will work
aggressively to advance every element of our
comprehensive agenda: to reduce arsenals, to
secure vulnerable nuclear materials, and to
strengthen the NPT. These are the steps to-
ward the more secure future that America
seeks, and this is the work that we are advanc-
ing today.

Statement on the Death of Wilma Mankiller 
April 6, 2010

I am deeply saddened to hear of the passing
of Wilma Mankiller today. As the Cherokee
Nation’s first female chief, she transformed
the nation-to-nation relationship between the
Cherokee Nation and the Federal Govern-
ment and served as an inspiration to women in
Indian Country and across America. A recipi-
ent of the Presidential Medal of Freedom, she
was recognized for her vision and commitment

to a brighter future for all Americans. Her leg-
acy will continue to encourage and motivate all
who carry on her work.

Michelle and I offer our condolences to
Wilma’s family, especially her husband Charlie
and two daughters, Gina and Felicia, as well as
the Cherokee Nation and all those who knew
her and were touched by her good works.

Statement on the 16th Anniversary of the Genocide in Rwanda 
April 7, 2010

On this 16th commemoration of the 1994
genocide in Rwanda, we devote our thoughts
to those who were lost and honor those who
survived. More than 800,000 men, women,
and children were killed and countless others
continue to live with the pain and trauma of
their memories and their loss. It is not enough
to say “never again.” We must renew our com-
mitment and redouble our efforts to prevent
mass atrocities and genocide. We are inspired

by the spirit of the Rwandan people to move
forward, and we stand with the people of
Rwanda and the international community in
commemorating the genocide.

The United States is committed to its part-
nership with Rwanda and will continue to sup-
port efforts to promote sustainable develop-
ment, respect for human rights, and sustain-
able peace in Rwanda and the region.
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Remarks on Signing the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty With President
Dmitry A. Medvedev of Russia and an Exchange With Reporters in Prague,
Czech Republic
April 8, 2010

President Obama. Good afternoon, everyone.
I am honored to be back here in the Czech Re-
public with President Medvedev and our Czech
hosts to mark this historic completion of the
new START Treaty.

Let me begin by saying how happy I am to be
back in the beautiful city of Prague. The Czech
Republic, of course, is a close friend and ally of
the United States, and I have great admiration
and affection for the Czech people. Their bonds
with the American people are deep and endur-
ing, and Czechs have made great contributions
to the United States over many decades, includ-
ing in my hometown of Chicago. I want to
thank the President and all those involved in
helping to host this extraordinary event.

I want to thank my friend and partner, Dmit-
ry Medvedev. Without his personal efforts and
strong leadership, we would not be here today.
We’ve met and spoken by phone many times
throughout the negotiations of this treaty, and
as a consequence, we’ve developed a very effec-
tive working relationship built on candor, coop-
eration, and mutual respect.

One year ago this week, I came here to
Prague and gave a speech outlining America’s
comprehensive commitment to stopping the
spread of nuclear weapons and seeking the ulti-
mate goal of a world without them. I said then,
and I will repeat now, that this is a long-term
goal, one that may not even be achieved in my
lifetime. But I believed then, as I do now, that
the pursuit of that goal will move us further be-
yond the cold war, strengthen the global non-
proliferation regime, and make the United
States and the world safer and more secure.
One of the steps that I called for last year was
the realization of this treaty, so it’s very gratify-
ing to be back in Prague today.

I also came to office committed to resetting
relations between the United States and Russia,
and I know that President Medvedev shared
that commitment. As he said at our first meet-
ing in London, our relationship had started to
drift, making it difficult to cooperate on issues

of common interest to our people. And when
the United States and Russia are not able to
work together on big issues, it’s not good for ei-
ther of our nations, nor is it good for the world.

Together, we’ve stopped that drift and prov-
en the benefits of cooperation. Today is an im-
portant milestone for nuclear security and non-
proliferation and for U.S.-Russia relations. It
fulfills our common objective to negotiate a
new Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty. It in-
cludes significant reductions in the nuclear
weapons that we will deploy. It cuts our delivery
vehicles by roughly half. It includes a compre-
hensive verification regime, which allows us to
further build trust. It enables both sides the
flexibility to protect our security, as well as
America’s unwavering commitment to the secu-
rity of our European allies. And I look forward
to working with the United States Senate to
achieve ratification for this important treaty lat-
er this year.

Finally, this day demonstrates the determina-
tion of the United States and Russia—the two
nations that hold over 90 percent of the world’s
nuclear weapons—to pursue responsible global
leadership. Together, we are keeping our com-
mitments under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, which must be the foundation for global
nonproliferation.

While the new START Treaty is an impor-
tant first step forward, it is just one step on a
longer journey. As I said last year in Prague, this
treaty will set the stage for further cuts. And go-
ing forward, we hope to pursue discussions with
Russia on reducing both our strategic and tactical
weapons, including nondeployed weapons.

President Medvedev and I have also agreed
to expand our discussions on missile defense.
This will include regular exchanges of informa-
tion about our threat assessments, as well as the
completion of a joint assessment of emerging
ballistic missiles. And as these assessments are
completed, I look forward to launching a seri-
ous dialogue about Russian-American coopera-
tion on missile defense.
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