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Statement on Holocaust Remembrance Day
April 11, 2010

I join people here at home, in Israel, and
around the world in observing Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. This year, on the 65th anni-
versary of the liberation of the Nazi concentra-
tion camps, we must recommit ourselves to
honoring the memories of all the victims and
ensuring that they remain a part of our collec-
tive memory. On my visit to Buchenwald last
year and during my visit to Yad Vashem in
2008, I bore witness to the horrors of anti-
Semitism and the capacity for evil represented
by the Nazis’ campaign to annihilate the Jew-
ish people and so many others. But even at
places like Buchenwald, the dignity and cour-

age of those who endured the horrors of the
Holocaust remind us of humanity’s capacity
for decency and compassion.

The memories of the victims serve as a con-
stant reminder to honor their legacy by renew-
ing our commitment to prevent genocide and
to confront anti-Semitism and prejudice in all
of its forms. We must never tolerate the hate-
ful stereotypes and prejudice against the Jew-
ish people that tragically continues to this day.
We must work, instead, on behalf of a world of
justice and peace, in which all nations and
peoples value the humanity that we share and
the dignity inherent in every human being.

Joint Statement By President Obama and President Viktor Yanukovych of
Ukraine
April 12, 2010

President Viktor Yanukovych and President
Barack Obama today reaffirmed the strategic
partnership between Ukraine and the United
States and their intention to realize its full po-
tential. To this end, they committed to build
upon the United States-Ukraine Charter on
Strategic Partnership and the Strategic Part-
nership Commission. The two leaders recog-
nized their countries’ common interests and
shared values mirrored in the Charter: democ-
racy, economic freedom and prosperity, secu-
rity and territorial integrity, energy security,
cooperation in the defense arena, the rule of
law and people-to people contacts. The Presi-
dents discussed recovery from the global eco-
nomic crisis. President Yanukovych stressed
his commitment to addressing Ukraine’s eco-
nomic challenges through implementation of
systemic reforms and the resumption of
Ukraine’s cooperation with the IMF. Presi-
dent Obama supports that commitment. The
two leaders recognized the potential for in-
creased bilateral trade and investment, and
they announced their intention to strengthen
engagement on economic, financial and in-
vestment-related issues. 

President Yanukovych and President
Obama reaffirmed their shared vision of a
world without nuclear weapons and pledged to
work together to prevent proliferation and to
realize the Nuclear Security Summit’s goal of
securing all vulnerable nuclear materials. Pres-
ident Yanukovych offered his congratulations
on the signing of the new START Treaty.
President Obama recognized Ukraine’s
unique contribution to nuclear disarmament
and reconfirmed that the security assurances
recorded in the Budapest Memorandum with
Ukraine of December 5, 1994, remain in ef-
fect. President Yanukovych announced
Ukraine’s decision to get rid of all of its stocks
of highly-enriched uranium by the time of the
next Nuclear Security Summit, while the Unit-
ed States will provide necessary technical and
financial assistance to support this effort.
Ukraine intends to remove a substantial
part of those stocks this year. President
Obama praised Ukraine’s decision as a historic
step and a reaffirmation of Ukraine’s leader-
ship in nuclear security and nonproliferation.
Ukraine joins the United States in the interna-
tional effort to convert civil nuclear research
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facilities to operate with low enriched uranium
fuel, which is becoming the global standard in
the 21st century. 

The two leaders agreed to explore ways to
strengthen cooperation in the peaceful uses of
atomic energy, including development of Ukrai-
nian nuclear research capabilities and efforts to
diversify Ukraine’s nuclear power industry’s fu-
el supply, in accordance with the 123 Agree-
ment and other complementary bilateral ar-
rangements as may be agreed by Ukraine and

the United States. They also agreed to continue
working together on nuclear safety, including
efforts to safeguard the Chornobyl nuclear re-
actor site. The United States has contributed al-
most $250 million to this effort and reaffirms its
commitment to further support Ukraine and
others in restoring the Chornobyl site to a safe
condition. 

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at the Opening Session of the Nuclear Security Summit
April 13, 2010

President Obama. Good morning, everybody.
I’d like to get started. Let me begin by thanking
all of you for your participation last night. I
thought it was a very important discussion.  

Before I begin, I want to take this moment
once again to acknowledge the terrible tragedy
that struck the Polish people this weekend. We
are joined today by a distinguished delegation
from Poland, led by Ambassador Kupiecki. Mr.
Ambassador, all of us were shocked and deeply
saddened by the devastating loss of President
Kaczynski, the First Lady, and so many distin-
guished civilian and military leaders from your
country. And this was a loss not just for Poland,
but for the world. 

As a close friend and ally, the United States
stands with Poland and Poles everywhere in
these very difficult days. As an international
community, I know that we will all rally around
the Polish people, who have shown extraordi-
nary strength and resilience throughout their
history. So our hearts go out to your people.
Our thoughts and prayers are with them. We
join them in this time of mourning. And so if ev-
erybody is agreeable, I would like to ask for a
moment of silence to show that solidarity and to
honor those who were lost. 

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Thank you. It is my privilege to welcome you
to Washington and to formally convene this his-
toric summit. We represent 47 nations from ev-
ery region of the world, and I thank each of you

for being here. This is an unprecedented gath-
ering to address an unprecedented threat.

Two decades after the end of the cold war,
we face a cruel irony of history: The risk of a nu-
clear confrontation between nations has gone
down, but the risk of nuclear attack has gone
up. Nuclear materials that could be sold or sto-
len and fashioned into a nuclear weapon exist in
dozens of nations. Just the smallest amount of
plutonium—about the size of an apple—could
kill and injure hundreds of thousands of inno-
cent people. Terrorist networks such as Al Qai-
da have tried to acquire the material for a nu-
clear weapon, and if they ever succeeded, they
would surely use it. Were they to do so, it would
be a catastrophe for the world, causing extraor-
dinary loss of life and striking a major blow to
global peace and stability.

In short, it is increasingly clear that the dan-
ger of nuclear terrorism is one of the greatest
threats to global security, to our collective secu-
rity.

And that’s why 1 year ago today in—1 year
ago in Prague, I called for a new international
effort to secure all vulnerable nuclear materials
around the world in 4 years. This is one part of a
broader, comprehensive agenda that the United
States is pursuing, including reducing our nu-
clear arsenal and stopping the spread of nuclear
weapons, an agenda that will bring us closer to
our ultimate goal of a world without nuclear
weapons.

Over the past year, we’ve made progress. At
the United Nations Security Council last fall,
we unanimously passed Resolution 1887 en-
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