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Statement on Holocaust Remembrance Day
April 11, 2010

I join people here at home, in Israel, and
around the world in observing Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. This year, on the 65th anni-
versary of the liberation of the Nazi concentra-
tion camps, we must recommit ourselves to
honoring the memories of all the victims and
ensuring that they remain a part of our collec-
tive memory. On my visit to Buchenwald last
year and during my visit to Yad Vashem in
2008, I bore witness to the horrors of anti-
Semitism and the capacity for evil represented
by the Nazis’ campaign to annihilate the Jew-
ish people and so many others. But even at
places like Buchenwald, the dignity and cour-

age of those who endured the horrors of the
Holocaust remind us of humanity’s capacity
for decency and compassion.

The memories of the victims serve as a con-
stant reminder to honor their legacy by renew-
ing our commitment to prevent genocide and
to confront anti-Semitism and prejudice in all
of its forms. We must never tolerate the hate-
ful stereotypes and prejudice against the Jew-
ish people that tragically continues to this day.
We must work, instead, on behalf of a world of
justice and peace, in which all nations and
peoples value the humanity that we share and
the dignity inherent in every human being.

Joint Statement By President Obama and President Viktor Yanukovych of
Ukraine
April 12, 2010

President Viktor Yanukovych and President
Barack Obama today reaffirmed the strategic
partnership between Ukraine and the United
States and their intention to realize its full po-
tential. To this end, they committed to build
upon the United States-Ukraine Charter on
Strategic Partnership and the Strategic Part-
nership Commission. The two leaders recog-
nized their countries’ common interests and
shared values mirrored in the Charter: democ-
racy, economic freedom and prosperity, secu-
rity and territorial integrity, energy security,
cooperation in the defense arena, the rule of
law and people-to people contacts. The Presi-
dents discussed recovery from the global eco-
nomic crisis. President Yanukovych stressed
his commitment to addressing Ukraine’s eco-
nomic challenges through implementation of
systemic reforms and the resumption of
Ukraine’s cooperation with the IMF. Presi-
dent Obama supports that commitment. The
two leaders recognized the potential for in-
creased bilateral trade and investment, and
they announced their intention to strengthen
engagement on economic, financial and in-
vestment-related issues. 

President Yanukovych and President
Obama reaffirmed their shared vision of a
world without nuclear weapons and pledged to
work together to prevent proliferation and to
realize the Nuclear Security Summit’s goal of
securing all vulnerable nuclear materials. Pres-
ident Yanukovych offered his congratulations
on the signing of the new START Treaty.
President Obama recognized Ukraine’s
unique contribution to nuclear disarmament
and reconfirmed that the security assurances
recorded in the Budapest Memorandum with
Ukraine of December 5, 1994, remain in ef-
fect. President Yanukovych announced
Ukraine’s decision to get rid of all of its stocks
of highly-enriched uranium by the time of the
next Nuclear Security Summit, while the Unit-
ed States will provide necessary technical and
financial assistance to support this effort.
Ukraine intends to remove a substantial
part of those stocks this year. President
Obama praised Ukraine’s decision as a historic
step and a reaffirmation of Ukraine’s leader-
ship in nuclear security and nonproliferation.
Ukraine joins the United States in the interna-
tional effort to convert civil nuclear research
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