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Statement on Senate Action on Financial Regulatory Reform and Consumer
Protection Legislation
April 26, 2010

I am deeply disappointed that Senate Re-
publicans voted in a block against allowing a
public debate on Wall Street reform to begin.
Some of these Senators may believe that this
obstruction is a good political strategy, and
others may see delay as an opportunity to take
this debate behind closed doors where finan-
cial industry lobbyists can water down reform
or kill it altogether, but the American people
can’t afford that. A lack of consumer protec-

tions and a lack of accountability on Wall
Street nearly brought our economy to its knees
and helped cause the pain that has left millions
of Americans without jobs and without homes.
The reform that both parties have been work-
ing on for a year would prevent a crisis like this
from happening again, and I urge the Senate
to get back to work and put the interests of the
country ahead of party.

Remarks at the Presidential Summit on Entrepreneurship
April 26, 2010

Thank you very much. Everybody, please
have a seat. Good evening, everyone, and wel-
come to Washington. 

In my life and as President, I have had the
great pleasure of visiting many of your coun-
tries, and I’ve always been grateful for the
warmth and the hospitality that you and your
fellow citizens have shown me. And tonight I
appreciate the opportunity to return the hospi-
tality. 

For many of you, I know this is the first time
visiting our country. So let me say on behalf of
the American people, welcome to the United
States of America. 

It is an extraordinary privilege to welcome
you to this Presidential Summit on Entrepre-
neurship. This has been a coordinated effort
across my administration, and I want to thank
all the hard-working folks and leaders at all the
departments and agencies who made it possi-
ble and who are here tonight.

That includes our United States Trade Rep-
resentative, Ambassador Ron Kirk. Where’s
Ron? There he is. I especially want to thank
the two departments and leaders who took the
lead on this summit, Secretary of Commerce
Gary Locke and Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton. So please give them a big round of ap-
plause.

We’re joined by Members of Congress who
work every day to help their constituents real-

ize the American Dream and whose life stories
reflect the diversity and equal opportunity that
we cherish as Americans: Nydia Velazquez,
who is also, by the way, the Chairwoman of
our Small Business Committee in the House
of Representatives; Keith Ellison is here; and
Andre Carson is here. 

Most of all, I want to thank all of you for be-
ing part of this historic event. You’ve traveled
from across the United States and nearly 60
countries, from Latin America to Africa, Eu-
rope to Central Asia, from the Middle East to
Southeast Asia. And you bring with you the
rich tapestry of the world’s great traditions and
great cultures. You carry within you the beauty
of different colors and creeds, races and reli-
gions. You’re visionaries who pioneered new
industries and young entrepreneurs looking to
build a business or a community. 

But we’ve come together today because of
what we share, a belief that we are all bound
together by certain common aspirations: to
live with dignity, to get an education, to live
healthy lives, maybe to start a business without
having to pay a bribe to anybody, to speak
freely and have a say in how we are governed,
to live in peace and security, and to give our
children a better future.

But we’re also here because we know that
over the years, despite all we have in common,
the United States and Muslim communities
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