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Statement on Immigration Reform Legislation
April 29, 2010

It is the Federal Government’s responsibility
to enforce the law and secure our borders, as
well as to set clear rules and priorities for future
immigration. The continued failure of the Fed-
eral Government to fix the broken immigration
system will leave the door open to a patchwork
of actions at the State and local level that are in-
consistent and, as we have seen recently, often
misguided.

The proposal outlined today in the Senate is
a very important step in the process of fixing
our Nation’s broken immigration system. I am
especially pleased to see that this detailed out-
line is consistent with the bipartisan framework
presented by Senators Chuck Schumer and
Lindsey Graham last month and is grounded in
the principles of responsibility and accountabili-
ty.

What has become increasingly clear is that
we can no longer wait to fix our broken immi-
gration system, which Democrats and Republi-
cans alike agree doesn’t work. It’s unacceptable
to have 11 million people in the United States
who are living here illegally and outside of the

system. I have repeatedly said that there are
some essential components that must be in im-
migration legislation. It must call for stronger
border security measures, tougher penalties for
employers who hire illegal immigrants, and
clearer rules for controlling future immigration.
And it must require those who are here illegally
to get right with the law, pay penalties and tax-
es, learn English, pass criminal background
checks, and admit responsibility before they are
allowed to get in line and eventually earn citi-
zenship. The outline presented today includes
many of these elements. The next critical step is
to iron out the details of a bill. We welcome that
discussion, and my administration will play an
active role in engaging partners on both sides of
the aisle to work toward a bipartisan solution
that is based on the fundamental concept of ac-
countability that the American people expect
and deserve.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

Remarks on the National Economy
April 30, 2010

Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico

Good morning, everybody. Before I make a
statement on the economy, I just want to offer
an update on the ongoing Federal response to
the worsening oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico.

I have dispatched the Secretaries of Interior
and Homeland Security, as well as the Adminis-
trator of the EPA, my Assistant for Energy and
Climate Change Policy, and the NOAA Admin-
istrator to the Gulf Coast to ensure that we con-
tinue to do everything necessary to respond to
this event. And I expect their reports from the
ground today.

As I said yesterday, BP is ultimately responsi-
ble under the law for paying the costs of re-
sponse and cleanup operations, but we are fully
prepared to meet our responsibilities to any and

all affected communities. And that’s why we’ve
been working closely with State and local au-
thorities since the day of the explosion.

There are now five staging areas to protect
sensitive shorelines, approximately 1,900 Fed-
eral response personnel are in the area, and
more than 300 response vessels and aircraft on
the scene 24/7. We’ve also laid approximately
217,000 feet of protective boom, and there are
more on the way.

I’ve ordered Secretary Salazar to conduct a
thorough review of this incident and report
back to me in 30 days on what, if any, additional
precautions and technologies should be re-
quired to prevent accidents like this from hap-
pening again. And we’re going to make sure
that any leases going forward have those safe-
guards. We’ve also dispatched teams to the Gulf



Apr. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

580

to inspect all deepwater rigs and platforms to
address safety concerns.

So let me be clear: I continue to believe that
domestic oil production is an important part of
our overall strategy for energy security, but
I’ve always said it must be done responsibly,
for the safety of our workers and our environ-
ment. The local economies and livelihoods of
the people of the Gulf Coast as well as the
ecology of the region are at stake. And we’re
going to continue to update the American peo-
ple on the situation in the Gulf going forward.

Now, I’d like to say a few words about the
economy. Every 3 months, the Federal Gov-
ernment measures the total output of goods
and services our businesses, our workers, and
our Government produce. It determines
whether our economy is shrinking or growing,
the single broadest measure of America’s eco-
nomic health. At the height of our economic
crisis, that measure all too often was delivering
grim news. But today is a different story.

In the first quarter of last year, our economy
shrank at a rate of 6.4 percent. Today we
learned that in the first quarter of this year,
our economy grew at a rate of 3.2 percent.
What this number means is that our economy
as a whole is in a much better place than it was
1 year ago. The economy that shrank for four
quarters in a row has now grown for three
quarters in a row. And that growth has been a
condition for job growth; the economy that
was losing jobs a year ago is creating jobs to-
day.

After the single biggest economic crisis in
our lifetimes, we’re heading in the right direc-
tion. We’re moving forward. Our economy is
stronger; that economic heartbeat is growing
stronger.

But I measure progress by a different pulse:
the progress the American people feel in their
own lives day in, day out. And this week, I
spent a few days visiting with folks in small
towns in the Midwest, places where the dam-
age done by the worst recession in our life-
times is profound. They’re still trying to recov-
er from a shockwave of lost homes, lost busi-
nesses, and more than 8 million lost jobs. It’s a
tragedy that has families and communities

across America too often feeling like they’re
on life support.

So while today’s GDP report is an impor-
tant milepost on our road to recovery, it
doesn’t mean much to an American who has
lost his or her job and can’t find another. For
millions of Americans—our friends, neigh-
bors, and fellow citizens ready and willing to
get back to work—“you’re hired” is the only
economic news they’re waiting to hear. And
they are why the work of moving this economy
forward remains our focus every single day.

Now, government can’t replace every job
that has been lost. That’s not government’s
role. It is America’s business all across the
country—the private sector, businesses that
have always been and will always be the en-
gines of our job creation. Our task, then, is to
create the conditions necessary for those busi-
nesses to open their doors, expand their opera-
tions, and ultimately, hire more workers.

That’s precisely what we’ve tried to do by
cutting taxes for small businesses, by backing
thousands of loans supporting billions of dol-
lars in lending, and by making targeted invest-
ments in the areas of our economy where the
potential for job growth is greatest, areas like
clean energy.

So as an example, this week, I visited work-
ers at a plant in Fort Madison, Iowa. Some of
you guys went along. And just a few short
years ago, that plant was shuttered, and it was
dark. Today, it is alive and humming with
more than 600 employees at work manufactur-
ing some of the most advanced blades for wind
turbines in the world. That facility capitalized
on its growth by taking advantage of an Ad-
vanced Energy Manufacturing Tax Credit in
the recovery that we passed last year, which al-
lowed it to add equipment, boost output, and
hire new workers at that plant.

In fact, this program was so successful that
it was oversubscribed by a ratio of 3 to 1.
That’s why I’ve called for an additional $5 bil-
lion in investment into these projects to accel-
erate the creation of clean energy jobs in
America’s factories. Because every time a new
factory or plant opens or expands in America,
it becomes important to more people than the
workers it employs; it becomes an economic
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lifeline to a community, capable of supporting
dozens or hundreds or even thousands of jobs
indirectly.

So the CEOs and the workers that we have
here today could tell you the same thing. Mal-
colm Unsworth is the CEO of Itron—where did
he go? There he is, right here. This is a compa-
ny that produces smart meters to help business-
es and consumers analyze real-time data about
how they use energy. And these meters help re-
duce carbon emissions, improve energy effi-
ciency, and save consumers money, and they’re
critical components of the smart electric grid of
tomorrow.

The $3.4 billion investment that the Recov-
ery Act made towards that smart grid helped in-
crease demand for Itron’s products. And in Jan-
uary, Itron competed for and won its own Ad-
vanced Energy Manufacturing Tax Credit. And
it’s using that tax credit to meet that new de-
mand, adding production lines at its plants in
Waseca of Minnesota, where it has hired 40
new workers, in Oconee, South Carolina, where
it’s hired 120 new workers.

Carla Reysack and James Morris are here,
and these are two of the workers who have just
been hired. James, a native of Oconee County,
recently found himself laid off from a local
plant after punching in for 28 years. Today, he
and his wife Angela both work at Itron, helping
to forge a clean energy future for their three
daughters.

David Vieau, right over here, is president and
CEO of A123 Systems, a company that produc-
es advanced batteries for energy storage and
next-generation vehicles. Last August, following
a nationwide competition among America’s
clean energy technology leaders, Vice President
Biden traveled to Michigan to announce that
A123 was one of the 48 companies to win a Re-
covery Act grant for advanced battery technolo-
gy.

That grant helped A123 hire 44 new workers.
And that grant is supporting the construction of

three new plants in the State of Michigan,
which A123 expects will allow it to hire more
than 120 workers by the end of this year, more
than 1,000 by the end of next year, and more
than 3,000 by the end of 2012. Two of those
workers, James Fenton and Nino Biundo, are
here today. They lost their previous jobs in the
recession. And then 123—A123 hired them
both to help manufacture the batteries of to-
morrow.

A123 has already begun construction on one
facility in the city of Livonia, which is scheduled
to go on line in July, and they’ve begun design-
ing a facility in the city of Romulus. And they’ve
announced plans to build their first high-vol-
ume factory in Brownstown. So truth be told,
A123 was looking to build that factory in Asia.
But because it received that grant, it chose the
State of Michigan for its largest and most inno-
vative plant yet. And that plant will be one of 30
new plants to go fully operational over the next
6 years manufacturing electric vehicle batteries
and components right here in the United States
of America.

So this is what’s possible in a clean energy
economy, these folks right here, doing extraor-
dinary work. This is what happens when we
place our bets on American workers and Ameri-
can businesses. And we’re going to continue
working to help them manufacture more suc-
cess stories like these across all sectors of our
economy.

So we’ve still got a long way to go on our road
to recovery. There are going to be more ups and
downs along the way. But today’s news is anoth-
er sign that we’re on the right track. And we’re
going to keep doing everything we can to help
our businesses take the baton and power our re-
covery today and lead us to a more hopeful and
more prosperous set of days in the future.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. 



Apr. 30 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

582

Statement on the Accident at the Dotiki Mine in Providence, Kentucky
April 30, 2010

I am deeply saddened by the loss of two
miners in Kentucky, and my thoughts and
prayers are with the loved ones they left be-
hind. As I said after the tragedy in West Vir-
ginia, I refuse to accept any number of miner
deaths as simply the cost of mining. It is the
responsibility of all of us, from mine operators
to the Federal Government, to prevent such
tragedies from happening again. That is why

my administration is taking steps to demand
accountability for safety violations and
strengthen mine safety so that all of our min-
ers are protected.

NOTE: The statement referred to coal miners
Justin Travis and Michael Carter, who were
killed in the accident on April 29.

The President’s Weekly Address
May 1, 2010

Over the past few weeks, as we’ve debated
reforms to hold Wall Street accountable and
protect consumers and small businesses in our
financial system, we’ve come face to face with
the great power of special interests in the
workings of our democracy. Of course, this
isn’t a surprise. Every time a major issue aris-
es, we’ve come to expect that an army of lob-
byists will descend on Capitol Hill in the hopes
of tilting the laws in their favor.

That’s one of the reasons I ran for Presi-
dent, because I believe so strongly that the
voices of ordinary Americans were being
drowned out by the clamor of a privileged few
in Washington. And that’s why, since the day I
took office, my administration has been taking
steps to reform the system. Recently, however,
the Supreme Court issued a decision that
overturned decades of law and precedent,
dealing a huge blow to our efforts to rein in
this undue influence. In short, this decision
gives corporations and other special interests
the power to spend unlimited amounts of
money—literally millions of dollars—to affect
elections throughout our country. This in turn
will multiply their influence over decisionmak-
ing in our Government.

In the starkest terms, Members will know,
when pressured by lobbyists, that if they dare
to oppose that lobbyist’s client, they could face
an onslaught of negative advertisements in the
runup to their next election. And corporations
will be allowed to run these ads without ever

having to tell voters exactly who is paying for
them. At a time when the American people are
already being overpowered in Washington by
these forces, this will be a new and even more
powerful weapon that the special interests will
wield.

In fact, it’s exactly this kind of vast power
that led a great Republican President, Teddy
Roosevelt, to tackle this issue a century ago.
He warned of the dangers of limitless corpo-
rate spending in our political system. He actu-
ally called it “one of the principal sources of
corruption in our political affairs.” And he pro-
posed strict limits on corporate influence in
elections. “Every special interest is entitled to
justice,” he said, “but not one is entitled to a
vote in Congress, to a voice on the bench, or to
representation in any public office.”

In the wake of the recent Supreme Court
ruling, we face a similar challenge. That’s why
it’s so important that Congress consider new
reforms to prevent corporations and other spe-
cial interests from gaining even more clout in
Washington. And almost all of these reforms
are designed to bring new transparency to
campaign spending. They’re based on the
principle espoused by former Supreme Court
Justice Louis Brandeis that sunlight is the best
disinfectant.

Shadowy campaign committees would have
to reveal who’s funding their activities to the
American people. And when corporations and
other special interests take to the airwaves,
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