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mocracy thriving in the 21st century. And one
of the points I made is that for all the changes
and challenges facing your industry, this coun-
try absolutely needs a healthy, vibrant media.
Probably needs it more than ever now.

Today’s technology has made it possible for
us to get our news and information from a
growing range of sources. We can pick and
choose not only our preferred type of media,
but also our preferred perspective. And while
that exposes us to an unprecedented array of
opinions, analysis, and points of view, it also
makes it that much more important that we’re
all operating on a common baseline of facts. It
makes it that much more important that jour-
nalists out there seek only the truth.

And I don’t have to tell you that. Some of you
are seasoned veterans who have been on the
political beat for decades; others here tonight
began their careers as bloggers not long ago.
But I think it’s fair to say that every single re-
porter in this room believes deeply in the enter-
prise of journalism. Every one of you, even the
most cynical among you, understands and cher-
ishes the function of a free press and the preser-
vation of our system of government and of our
way of life.

And I want you to know that for all the jokes
and the occasional gripes, I cherish that work as
well. In fact, tonight I wanted to present all of

you with a bipartisan congressional resolution
that honors all those wonderful contributions
that journalists have made to our country and
the world, but unfortunately, I couldn’t break
the filibuster. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you, and God bless the United States of Ameri-
ca.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:04 p.m. at the
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to journalist Edwin Chen of Bloom-
berg News, in his capacity as president of the
White House Correspondents’ Association; Jay
Leno, host, NBC’s “The Tonight Show”; enter-
tainers the Jonas Brothers; Michael S. Steele,
chairman, Republican National Committee;
Tareq and Michaele Salahi, who attended a
White House state dinner without invitation on
November 24, 2009; Gov. Charles J. Crist, Jr.,
of Florida; former Gov. Sarah Palin of Alaska;
Roger Ailes, chairman, FOX News Channel and
Fox Television Stations; former Gov. W. Mitt
Romney of Massachusetts; Nicole “Snooki” Po-
lizzi, Jenni “J-Woww” Farley, and Mike “The
Situation” Sorrentino, castmembers, MTV’s
program “The Jersey Shore”; former Rep. Eric
J.J. Massa; and White House Chief of Staff
Rahm I. Emanuel. The transcript was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May 2. 

Remarks on Oil Spill Relief Efforts in Venice, Louisiana
May 2, 2010

Attempted Terrorist Attack in New York City

Good afternoon, everybody. First, let me say
a few words about the incident in New York
City. I want to commend the work of the
NYPD, the New York Fire Department, and
the FBI, which responded swiftly and aggres-
sively to a dangerous situation. And I also want
to commend the vigilant citizens who noticed
the suspicious activity and reported it to the au-
thorities.

I just got off the phone on the way down here
with Mayor Bloomberg to make sure that State
and Federal officials are coordinating effective-
ly. Since last night, my national security team’s
been taking every step necessary to ensure that

our State and local partners have the full sup-
port and cooperation of the Federal Govern-
ment. We’re going to do what’s necessary to
protect the American people, to determine
who’s behind this potentially deadly act, and to
see that justice is done. And I’m going to con-
tinue to monitor the situation closely and do
what it takes, at home and abroad, to safeguard
the security of the American people.

Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Relief Efforts

Now, we just finished a meeting with Admi-
ral Thad Allen, our national incident command-
er for this spill, as well as Coast Guard person-
nel who are leading the response to this crisis.
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And they gave me an update on our efforts to
stop the BP oil spill and mitigate the damage.

By the way, I just want to point out, I was
told there was drizzling out here. [Laughter] Is
this Louisiana drizzle right here? [Laughter]

They gave me a sense of how this spill is
moving. It is now about 9 miles off the coast of
southeastern Louisiana. And by the way, we
had the Governor of Louisiana, Bobby Jindal,
as well as parish presidents who were taking
part in this meeting because we want to em-
phasize the importance of coordinating be-
tween local, State, and Federal officials
throughout this process.

Now, I think the American people are now
aware—certainly, the folks down in the Gulf
are aware—that we’re dealing with a massive
and potentially unprecedented environmental
disaster. The oil that is still leaking from the
well could seriously damage the economy and
the environment of our Gulf States, and it
could extend for a long time. It could jeopar-
dize the livelihoods of thousands of Americans
who call this place home.

And that’s why the Federal Government has
launched and coordinated an all-hands-on-
deck, relentless response to this crisis from day
one. After the explosion on the drilling rig, it
began with an aggressive search and rescue ef-
fort to evacuate 115 people, including 3 badly
injured. And my thoughts and prayers go out
to the family of the 11 workers who have not
yet—who have not been found.

When the drill unit sank on Thursday, we
immediately and intensely investigated by re-
motely operated vehicles the entire 5,000 feet
of pipe that’s on the floor of the ocean. In that
process, three leaks were identified, the most
recent coming just last Wednesday evening. As
Admiral Allen and Secretary Napolitano have
made clear, we’ve made preparations from day
one to stage equipment for a worst-case sce-
nario. We immediately set up command cen-
ter operations here in the Gulf and coordinat-
ed with all State and local governments. And
the third breach was discovered on Wednes-
day.

We already had by that time in position
more than 70 vessels and hundreds of thou-
sands of feet of boom. And I dispatched the

Secretaries of the Interior and Homeland Se-
curity, the Administrator of the EPA, Lisa
Jackson, who is here, my Assistant for Energy
and Climate Change Policy, and the Adminis-
trator of NOAA to the Gulf Coast to ensure
that we are doing whatever is required to re-
spond to this event.

So I want to emphasize, from day one we
have prepared and planned for the worst, even
as we hoped for the best. And while we have
prepared and reacted aggressively, I’m not go-
ing to rest—and none of the gentlemen and
women who are here are going to rest—or be
satisfied until the leak is stopped at the source,
the oil on the Gulf is contained and cleaned
up, and the people of this region are able to go
back to their lives and their livelihoods.

Now, currently, the most advanced technol-
ogy available is being used to try and stop a
leak that is more than 5,000 feet under the
surface. Because this leak is unique and un-
precedented, it could take many days to stop.
And that’s why we’re also using every resource
available to stop the oil from coming ashore
and mitigating the damage it could cause. And
much of the discussion here at the center was
focused on if we and when we have to deal
with these mitigation efforts. Thus far, as you
can tell, the weather has not been as coopera-
tive as we’d like on this front. But we’re going
to continue to push forward.

I also want to stress that we are working
closely with the Gulf States and local commu-
nities to help every American affected by this
crisis. So let me be clear: BP is responsible for
this leak; BP will be paying the bill. But as
President of the United States, I’m going to
spare no effort to respond to this crisis for as
long as it continues. And we will spare no re-
source to clean up whatever damage is caused.
And while there will be time to fully investi-
gate what happened on that rig and hold re-
sponsible parties accountable, our focus now is
on a fully coordinated, relentless response ef-
fort to stop the leak and prevent more damage
to the Gulf.

I want to thank the thousands of Americans
who’ve been working around the clock to stop
this crisis, whether it’s the brave men and
women of our military or the local officials
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who call the Gulf home. They are doing every-
thing in their power to mitigate this disaster,
prevent damage to our environment, and help
our fellow citizens.

And during this visit, I am hoping to have the
opportunity to speak with some of the individu-
als who are directly affected by the disaster. I’ve
heard already that people are, understandably,
frustrated and frightened, especially because
the people of this region have been through
worse disasters than anybody should have to
bear. But every American affected by this spill
should know this: Your Government will do
whatever it takes, for as long as it takes, to stop
this crisis.

This is one of the richest and most beautiful
ecosystems on the planet, and for centuries, its
residents have enjoyed and made a living off the

fish that swim in these waters and the wildlife
that inhabit these shores. This is also the heart-
beat of the region’s economic life. And we’re
going to do everything in our power to protect
our natural resources, compensate those who
have been harmed, rebuild what has been dam-
aged, and help this region persevere like it has
done so many times before. That’s a commit-
ment I’m making as President of the United
States, and I know that everybody who works
for the Federal Government feels the exact
same way.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:25 p.m. at
Coast Guard Station Venice. In his remarks, he
referred to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of
New York City.

Statement on Polish Constitution Day
May 2, 2010

On behalf of the American people, I send my
warmest congratulations to all who celebrate
Polish Constitution Day, both in Poland and
here in America. In the 209 years since Poland
adopted its Constitution, that document has
served as an inspiration to many around the
world as a beacon of equality and democratic
freedoms. Here at home, Polish Americans are
an important part of our national character,
serving as leaders in a variety of industries and
having helped shape our Nation. The United
States and Poland remain close allies and essen-
tial partners, and we are bound to each other
through our NATO obligations to our collective

security. As we continue to confront global
challenges together, I am confident that our
partnership will only further strengthen and
deepen.

As we mark this day of celebration, I want to
again express the deep condolences of the
American people on the tragic loss of President
Lech Kaczynski, First Lady Maria Kaczynska,
and the many distinguished military and civilian
leaders who were traveling with them. The re-
silience of the Polish people in the face of this
tragedy serves as a model of courage and inspi-
ration to us all.

Remarks on Presenting the Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the United
States Naval Academy Midshipmen
May 3, 2010

The President. All right. Hello, everybody.
Please have a seat. Welcome to the White
House, and congratulations on winning your
seventh straight Commander in Chief’s Trophy.
Does this ever get old? No.

Now, I do have to warn you, I consulted with
the White House counsel, and according to the
22d Amendment, you’re only allowed to come

back here one more time—[laughter]—before
it’s somebody else’s turn. But we are honored to
have all of you here today.

I want to start by acknowledging a few peo-
ple who are with us. Of course, I want to thank
your Superintendent, Vice Admiral Jeffrey
Fowler, for being here and the outstanding
work that he does. I also want to recognize the
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