
Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / May 4

603

than before. And because of the caliber of the
leaders and businesses represented in this
room, because of the ingenuity of our entrepre-
neurs, because of the drive and skill and talents
of our people, I believe, and I know you believe,
that our best days are still ahead of us.

So yes, these have been a very difficult 2
years. But the storm is receding, and the skies
are brightening, and America is poised to lead
the world once again toward new horizons.

You’re going to be a part of that process, and I
thank you for your leadership.

Thank you. May God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. at the
Park Hyatt Washington hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to Ronald A. Williams, vice chair-
man, James W. Owens, chairman, and Angela
F. Braly, member, the Business Council; and
Faisal Shahzad, suspect in the May 1 attempted
terrorist attack in Times Square. 

Statement on the Flooding in the Southeast
May 4, 2010

Our thoughts and prayers are with every
American who has been impacted by the severe
weather and flooding in the Southeast, and our
deepest condolences go out to those who have
lost loved ones. I would also like to extend my
gratitude to the local first-responders who have
been working tirelessly to save lives and protect
property in the face of these devastating storms.
I have spoken with the Governors in the most

severely impacted States, and yesterday I dis-
patched FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate to
Tennessee to view the flood damage firsthand
and to report back on any unmet needs. Federal
officials have been dispatched to the region,
and we will continue working in close coordina-
tion with State and local officials to support re-
sponse and recovery efforts.

Statement on Indonesia’s Decision to Initiate the Ratification of the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty
May 4, 2010

I welcome Indonesia’s important announce-
ment at the opening session of the 2010 Nucle-
ar Non-Proliferation Treaty Review Conference
that they are “initiating the process of the ratifi-
cation of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty.” The United States thanks President
Yudhoyono and the Government of Indonesia
for its responsible leadership in the global effort
to reinforce the nuclear nonproliferation re-
gime. This is another signal that nations are
joining a renewed effort to reinforce global
nonproliferation, which advances the vision I
outlined in Prague in 2009 and advances the se-
curity of the United States, Indonesia, and the

world. Reinforcing the norm against nuclear
testing will help prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons and support our efforts to pursue the
peace and security of a world without nuclear
weapons.

The United States is committed to the ratifi-
cation of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban
Treaty and to its early entry into force, and we
will work with the United States Senate to help
achieve advice and consent to this important in-
ternational agreement. The United States
stands ready to work with all states and encour-
ages them to ratify the treaty and to help bring
it into force.
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Remarks on Signing the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services
Act of 2010
May 5, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. Danny Akaka,
aloha. [Laughter] Since the 9/11 attacks more
than 8 years ago, the United States has been a
nation at war. In this time, millions of Ameri-
cans have worn the uniform. More than a mil-
lion have served in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Many have risked their lives; many have given
their lives. All are the very embodiment of ser-
vice and patriotism. And as a grateful nation,
humbled by their service, we can never honor
these American heroes or their families
enough.

Along with their loved ones, we give thanks
every time our men and women in uniform re-
turn home. But we’re forever mindful that our
obligations to our troops don’t end on the bat-
tlefield. Just as we have a responsibility to train
and equip them when we send them into
harm’s way, we have a responsibility to take
care of them when they come home. 

As Michelle and Dr. Biden have reminded
us in all their visits to military bases and com-
munities, our obligations must include a na-
tional commitment to inspiring military fami-
lies, the spouses and children who sacrifice as
well.

We have a responsibility to veterans like
Ted Wade, who joins us here today with his
wonderful wife Sarah. We are so proud of both
of them. Six years ago, Sergeant Wade was
serving in the 82d Airborne Division in Iraq
when his Humvee was struck by an IED, an
improvised explosive device. He lost much of
his right arm and suffered multiple injuries,
including severe traumatic brain injury. He
was in a coma for more than 2 months, and
doctors said it was doubtful that he would sur-
vive.  

But he did survive, thanks to the care he re-
ceived over many months and years, thanks to
Ted’s indomitable spirit, and thanks to the in-
credible support from Sarah, who has been at
his side during every step of a long and very
difficult journey. As I’ve said many times, our
Nation’s commitment to our veterans and
their families—to patriots like Ted and Sar-

ah—is a sacred trust, and upholding that trust
is a moral obligation.

Since taking office, my administration, in
partnership with many of the veterans’ organi-
zations who are here today, has worked to
make sure that America fulfills this obligation.
We’ve dramatically increased funding for vet-
erans’ health care, including our wounded
warriors, especially those with the signature
wounds of today’s wars: posttraumatic stress
and traumatic brain injury. Under Secretary
Ric Shinseki’s outstanding leadership, we’re
building a 21st-century VA, including budget
reform to ensure predictable funding, and a
historic increase in the VA budget. 

But as we all know, keeping faith with our
veterans and their families is work that is never
truly finished. As a nation, as the beneficiaries
of their service, there’s always more we can do
and more that we must do. And that’s what
we’re doing today, as I sign this important leg-
islation, the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus
Health Services Act.

With this legislation, we’re expanding men-
tal health counseling and services for our vet-
erans from Afghanistan and Iraq, including
our National Guardsmen and reservists. We’re
authorizing the VA to utilize hospitals and clin-
ics outside the VA system to serve more
wounded warriors like Ted with traumatic
brain injury. 

We’re increasing support to veterans in ru-
ral areas, with the transportation and housing
they need to reach VA hospitals and clinics.
We’re expanding and improving health care
for our women’s veterans, to meet their
unique needs, including maternity care for
newborn children. And we’ll launch a pilot
program to provide child care for veterans re-
ceiving intensive medical care. 

We’re eliminating copays for veterans who
are catastrophically disabled. And we’re ex-
panding support to homeless veterans, be-
cause in the United States of America, no one
who has served this Nation in uniform should
ever be living on the streets.
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