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host President Calderon and First Lady Mar-
garita Zavala for their state visit and dinner in
a couple of weeks.

That’s the spirit that all of you are putting
on display today. So thank you for living it in
your own lives. Thank you for sharing it with
us tonight.

Have a wonderful party. You can be as noisy
as you want. [Laughter]

The First Lady. We can hear you.
The President. We can hear you, though.

[Laughter] If it goes past a certain hour, we’ll
kick you out. [Laughter] All right? 

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainers Sheila Esco-
vedo, Ariadna Thalia Sodi Miranda, Maru
Montero, and Javier Cortes; and Mexico’s Am-
bassador to the U.S. Arturo Sarukhan Casa-
mitjana. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language transcript of these
remarks.

Statement on the Death of President Umaru Yar’Adua of Nigeria
May 5, 2010

We are saddened by the news of Nigerian
President Umaru Yar’Adua’s passing, and our
thoughts and prayers are with the Yar’Adua
family and the people of Nigeria as they
mourn his loss. Tonight we remember and
honor President Yar’Adua’s profound personal
decency and integrity, his deep commitment
to public service, and his passionate belief in
the vast potential and bright future of Nige-
ria’s 150 million people.

President Yar’Adua worked to promote
peace and stability in Africa through his sup-
port of Nigerian peacekeeping efforts as well
as his strong criticism of undemocratic actions
in the region. He was committed to creating

lasting peace and prosperity within Nigeria’s
own borders, and continuing that work will be
an important part of honoring his legacy.

Under President Yar’Adua’s leadership, Ni-
geria and the United States took steps to deep-
en the strong bilateral relationship between
our two nations, and that work has continued
even in recent months when President Yar’Ad-
ua’s illness forced him to step back from his
governing duties. The Nigerian people and
Government should know that in this time of
national mourning they have a friend and en-
during partner in the United States and that
together we will continue to work to address
the common challenges we face.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Proposed Agreement Between
the Government of the United States of America and the Government of
Australia Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy
May 5, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of a
proposed Agreement between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and the
Government of Australia Concerning Peaceful

Uses of Nuclear Energy. I am also pleased to
transmit my written approval, authorization,
and determination concerning the Agreement,
and an unclassified Nuclear Proliferation As-
sessment Statement (NPAS) concerning the
Agreement. In accordance with section 123 of
the Act, as amended by title XII of the Foreign
Affairs Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998
(Public Law 105–277), a classified annex to the
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NPAS, prepared by the Secretary of State in
consultation with the Director of National In-
telligence, summarizing relevant classified in-
formation, will be submitted to the Congress
separately. The joint memorandum submitted
to me by the Secretaries of State and Energy
and a letter from the Chairman of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission stating the views of the
Commission are also enclosed.

The proposed Agreement has been negotiat-
ed in accordance with the Act and other appli-
cable law. In my judgment, it meets all applica-
ble statutory requirements and will advance the
nonproliferation and other foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States.

The proposed Agreement provides a com-
prehensive framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with Australia based on a mutual
commitment to nuclear nonproliferation. The
Agreement has an initial term of 30 years from
the date of its entry into force, and will continue
in force thereafter for additional periods of 5
years each, unless terminated by either party on
6 months’ advance written notice at the end of
the initial 30-year term or at the conclusion of
any of the additional 5-year periods. The pro-
posed Agreement permits the transfer of infor-
mation, material, equipment (including reac-
tors), and components for nuclear research and
nuclear power production. It does not permit
transfers of Restricted Data, sensitive nuclear
technology, sensitive nuclear facilities, or major
critical components of such facilities. In the
event of termination of the proposed Agree-
ment, key nonproliferation conditions and con-
trols continue with respect to material, equip-
ment, and components subject to the proposed
Agreement.

Australia is a non-nuclear weapon state party
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons (NPT). Australia has concluded
a Safeguards Agreement and Additional Proto-

col with the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy. Australia is a party to the Convention on the
Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, which
establishes international standards of physical
protection for the use, storage, and transport of
nuclear material. It is also a member of the Nu-
clear Suppliers Group, whose non-legally bind-
ing guidelines set forth standards for the re-
sponsible export of nuclear commodities for
peaceful use. A more detailed discussion of
Australia’s domestic civil nuclear activities and
its nuclear nonproliferation policies and practic-
es, including its nuclear export policies and
practices, is provided in the NPAS and the
NPAS classified annex submitted to the Con-
gress separately.

I have considered the views and recommen-
dations of the interested agencies in reviewing
the proposed Agreement and have determined
that its performance will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the common
defense and security. Accordingly, I have ap-
proved the Agreement and authorized its exe-
cution. I urge the Congress to give it favorable
consideration.

This transmission shall constitute a submittal
for purposes of both sections 123 b. and 123 d.
of the Act. My Administration is prepared to
begin immediately the consultations with the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations and
the House Committee on Foreign Affairs as
provided in section 123 b. Upon completion of
the 30 days of continuous session review provid-
ed for in section 123 b., the 60 days of continu-
ous session review provided for in section 123 d.
shall commence.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 5, 2010.
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Statement on Senate Action on Financial Regulatory Reform and Consumer
Protection Legislation
May 6, 2010

Nearly 2 years after the collapse on Wall
Street that cost over 8 million jobs on Main
Street, the American people deserve strong,
tough reform that will help prevent another fi-
nancial crisis. The bill before the Senate de-
mands accountability from Wall Street and in-
cludes the strongest consumer protections ev-
er.

Unfortunately, throughout this debate,
there have been partisan attempts to obstruct
progress and weaken reform. Today the Sen-
ate is considering a Republican amendment
that will gut consumer protections and is
worse than the status quo. I will not allow
amendments like this one written by Wall
Street’s lobbyists to pass for reform. This
amendment will significantly weaken consum-
er protection oversight, includes dangerous

carve-outs for payday lenders, debt collectors,
and other financial services operations, and
hurts the ability of community and local banks
to compete by creating an unlevel playing field
with their nonbank competitors.

As I have said throughout this process, I
want to continue to work with Democrats and
Republicans because protecting the American
people should not be a partisan issue. But we
must work together in good faith. Alternatives
that gut consumer protections and do nothing
to empower the American people by cracking
down on unfair and predatory practices are
unacceptable, and I urge the Senate to vote no
on weakening consumer protections and in-
stead stand with the American people.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3217.

Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Home Star Legislation
May 6, 2010 

The “Home Star Energy Retrofit Act” is a
commonsense bill that will create jobs, save
consumers money, and strengthen our econo-
my. I commend the House on passing this bill,
and I particularly want to thank Congressman
Peter Welch of Vermont for all of his hard
work on this issue. At a time when millions of
Americans are looking for work and compa-
nies are ready to take on new customers, this
legislation will help jump-start job growth and
demand for new products created right here in
America. This rebate program will not only
put people back to work, it will lower costs for
homeowners who choose to improve their
home with products like energy-efficient win-
dows, water heaters, and air conditioners. And
it will also save consumers money on energy
bills down the road.

I’m convinced that the country that leads in
clean energy is also going to be the country
that leads in the global economy, and I want
America to be that nation. I will not settle for
anything less than first place when it comes to
new energy technologies, and this bill will cre-
ate the incentives to help us accomplish that
goal. We have workers eager to do new instal-
lations and renovations and factories ready to
produce new energy-efficient building sup-
plies. Today’s House vote is an important step
forward, and I look forward to working with
the Senate to improve this legislation so we
can help more middle class homeowners make
these investments without delay.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5019.
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