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The President’s Weekly Address
May 8, 2010

It’s now been a little over a month since I
signed health insurance reform into law. And
while it will take some time to fully implement
this law, reform is already delivering real bene-
fits to millions of Americans. Already, we’re
seeing a health care system that holds insurance
companies more accountable and gives con-
sumers more control.

Two weeks ago, 4 million small-business
owners and organizations found a postcard in
their mailbox informing them that they could
be eligible for a health care tax cut this year, a
tax cut potentially worth tens of thousands of
dollars, a tax cut that will help millions provide
coverage to their employees.

Starting in June, businesses will get even
more relief for providing coverage to retirees
who are not yet eligible for Medicare. And a lit-
tle over a month from now, on June 15, senior
citizens who fall into the prescription drug cov-
erage gap known as the doughnut hole will start
receiving a $250 rebate to help them afford
their medication.

Aside from providing real, tangible benefits
to the American people, the new health care
law has also begun to end the worst practices of
insurance companies. For too long, we’ve been
held hostage to an insurance industry that jacks
up premiums and drops coverage as they
please. But those days are finally coming to an
end.

After our administration demanded that An-
them BlueCross justify a 39-percent premium
increase on Californians, the company admitted
the error and backed off its plan. And this week,
our Secretary of Health and Human Services,
Kathleen Sebelius, wrote a letter to all States
urging them to investigate other rate hikes and
stop insurance companies from gaming the sys-
tem. To help States achieve this goal, we’ve set
up a new Office of Consumer Information and
Insurance Oversight and will provide grants to
States with the best oversight programs.

In the next month, we’ll also be putting in
place a new patient’s bill of rights. It’ll provide
simple and clear information to consumers
about their choices and their rights. It will set

up an appeals process to enforce those rights.
And it will prohibit insurance companies from
limiting a patient’s access to their preferred pri-
mary care provider, ob-gyn, or emergency room
care.

We’re holding insurance companies account-
able in other ways as well. As of September, the
new health care law prohibits insurance compa-
nies from dropping people’s coverage when
they get sick and need it most. But when we
found out that an insurance company was sys-
tematically dropping the coverage of women di-
agnosed with breast cancer, my administration
called on them to put an end to this practice im-
mediately. Two weeks ago, the entire insurance
industry announced that it would comply with
the new law early and stop the perverse practice
of dropping people’s coverage when they get
sick.

On Monday, we’ll also be announcing the
new rule that allows young adults without insur-
ance to stay on their parent’s plan until they’re
26 years old. Even though insurance companies
have until September to comply with this rule,
we’ve asked them to do so immediately to avoid
coverage gaps for new college graduates and
other young adults. This also makes good busi-
ness sense for insurance companies, and we’re
pleased that most have agreed. Now we need
employers to do the same, and we’re willing to
work with them to make this transition possible.
These changes mean that starting this spring,
when young adults graduate from college, many
who do not have health care coverage will be
able to stay on their parents’ insurance for a few
more years. And you can check healthre-
form.gov to find a list of all the insurance carri-
ers who have agreed to participate right away.

I’ve said before that implementing health in-
surance reform won’t happen overnight, and it
will require some tweaks and changes along the
way. Ultimately, we’ll have a system that pro-
vides more control for consumers, more ac-
countability for insurance companies, and more
affordable choices for uninsured Americans.
But already, we’re seeing how reform is improv-
ing the lives of millions of Americans. Already,
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we are watching small businesses learn that
they will soon pay less for health care. We are
seeing retirees realize they’ll be able to keep
their coverage and seniors realize they’ll be
able to afford their prescriptions. We’re seeing
consumers get a break from unfair rate hikes
and patients get the care they need when they
need it and young adults getting the security of
knowing that they can start off life with one
less cost to worry about. At long last, this is
what health care reform is achieving. This is
what change looks like. And this is the promise

we will keep as we continue to make this law a
reality in the months and years to come.

Thanks so much.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:45 p.m. on May 6 in the Library at
the White House for broadcast on May 8. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on May 7, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on May 8. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Interview With Sergey Brilev of Rossiya TV 
May 6, 2010

Mr. Brilev. President Obama, thanks so
much for having me here.

The President. Thank you very much.

World War II/Contribution of the Soviet
Union

Mr. Brilev. I’ve got several important issues
in Russian-American bilateral relations, which
we will, of course, discuss. But first, let me
come back to the events which happened 65
years ago. Now, Russia is, of course, a country
which lost more than 20 million people; Russia
proper, 70 percent of the losses of the USSR.
And it’s self-sufficient to say Second World
War and Russia. But it’s also an important is-
sue here. What do you tell your children, for
instance, about the Second World War?

The President. Well, we have personal con-
nections. My grandfather fought in World War
II. He was part of Patton’s army. And my great
uncle, my grandmother’s brother, was one of
those who liberated Buchenwald, and so obvi-
ously, those memories are very important. And
the May 9th commemoration in Russia is so
important because it reminds us of the ex-
traordinary sacrifices that the then-Soviet
Union made and the strength of the alliance
between the U.S. and the Russian people.

In fact, our current Ambassador in Moscow,
Ambassador Beyrle, his father briefly fought
with the Soviet Army. He was part of U.S. op-
erations there, was captured, escaped into the
Soviet Union, and ended up fighting with the

Soviet Union Army for a time. And that, I
think, symbolizes how the joint Allied efforts
helped to defeat fascism, and it is one of the
most important military alliances of all time.

Counterterrorism Efforts/Nuclear Arms Re-
duction/Russia-U.S. Relations

Mr. Brilev. Now that we are into reset, giv-
en today’s certain responses, which are the
common enemies of today?

The President. Well, obviously, terrorism is
one of them. Immediately after the tragic
events in Moscow, I called President Medve-
dev and pledged that the United States would
work in any way that Moscow thought made
sense in helping to find the perpetrators of this
terrible act.

We just recently had an attempted terrorist
act in New York, and it’s a signal, I think, that
whether these activities are happening in Mos-
cow or they’re happening in New York, that
countries have to work together to make sure
that these terrorists are apprehended, that
their networks are destroyed, that their sourc-
es of financing dry up.

And no single country is going to be able to
do that on their own; countries are going to
have to work together. And that is something
that I’m very much looking to increasing coop-
eration between the United States and Russia.

Beyond that, though, I think it’s important
to recognize that the whole concept of reset
between U.S. and Russian relations is not just


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:33:24-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




