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Statement on Energy Legislation
May 12, 2010 

I applaud Senators John Kerry and Joe Li-
eberman for their tireless work in drafting this
important legislation. This legislation will put
America on the path to a clean energy economy
that will create American jobs building the solar
panels, wind blades, and the car batteries of the
future. It will strengthen our national security
by beginning to break our dependence on for-
eign oil. And it will protect our environment for
our children and grandchildren. 

Americans know what’s at stake by continu-
ing our dependence on fossil fuels. But the
challenges we face—underscored by the im-
mense tragedy in the Gulf of Mexico—are rea-
son to redouble our efforts to reform our Na-

tion’s energy policies. For too long, Washington
has kicked this challenge to the next generation.
This time, the status quo is no longer acceptable
to Americans. Now is the time for America to
take control of our energy future and jump-start
American innovation in clean energy technolo-
gy that will allow us to create jobs, compete,
and win in the global economy. 

The House of Representatives has already
taken historic action with passage of the Ameri-
can Clean Energy and Security Act. I look for-
ward to engaging with Senators from both sides
of the aisle and ultimately passing a bill this
year. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments to Respond to the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico
May 12, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is a mas-
sive and potentially unprecedented environ-
mental disaster that can seriously damage the
economy and environment of our Gulf States
and jeopardize the livelihoods of thousands of
Americans who live throughout the Gulf region.

That is why since the initial explosion on the
drilling rig occurred, the Federal Government
has launched and coordinated a unified and re-
lentless response to this crisis.

From day one of this spill, we made prepara-
tions to stage equipment and personnel for a
worst-case scenario, and there is underway a
sustained, multi-agency response to this disas-
ter. My Administration and I will not rest—or
be satisfied—until the leak is stopped at the
source, the oil on the Gulf is contained and
cleaned up, and the people of this region are
able to go back to their lives and livelihoods.

Part of that effort is to hold BP, and other re-
sponsible parties in this spill, accountable for
the crisis. The Federal Government will aggres-
sively pursue full compensation for the contain-

ment and clean up, as well as any damages in-
curred because of this spill.

At the same time, I will spare no effort to
clean up whatever damage is caused, assist
those whose livelihoods have been affected by
this spill, and restore the Gulf coast. We cannot
allow the potentially protracted pursuit of
claims to prevent us from swift action to help
those harmed by this spill.

That is why I ask the Congress to consider
the enclosed amendment to Fiscal Year (FY)
2010 proposals in my FY 2011 Budget.

The amendment includes General Provision
proposals for the Departments of Labor, Agri-
culture, Commerce, Justice, the Interior,
Health and Human Services, Homeland Securi-
ty, and the Treasury, and the Environmental
Protection Agency. I request these proposals be
considered as emergency requirements, since
this request responds to urgent and essential
needs.

The details of this request are set forth in the
enclosed letter from the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget.

Together, these amendments will provide
critical funds and authorities needed to respond
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to this spill as well as changes to current law to
better prepare the Nation for any future spills.

The people of the Gulf region—the hard-
working individuals, families, and business
owners—have already begun to incur signifi-
cant economic losses due to this disaster. They
face the prospect of greater losses as the full
impact becomes clear, in large part because of
the unique relationship between their tradi-
tional livelihoods and the fragile environment.
The Gulf coast is one of the richest and most
beautiful ecosystems on the planet, and for
centuries, its residents have enjoyed and made

a living from the fish that swim in these waters
and the wildlife that inhabit these shores. We
will do everything in our power to support
those who are affected by the spill, protect our
natural resources, demand reimbursement
from the responsible parties for costs incurred,
rebuild what has been damaged, and help this
region persevere as it has done so many times
before.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Stabilization of Iraq
May 12, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its decla-
ration, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a no-
tice stating that the emergency is to continue
in effect beyond the anniversary date. In ac-
cordance with this provision, I have sent the
enclosed notice to the Federal Register for
publication, continuing the national emergen-
cy with respect to the stabilization of Iraq. This
notice states that the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq declared in
Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, as
modified in scope and relied upon for addi-
tional steps taken in Executive Order 13315 of
August 28, 2003, Executive Order 13350 of Ju-
ly 29, 2004, Executive Order 13364 of Novem-
ber 29, 2004, and Executive Order 13438 of
July 17, 2007, is to continue in effect beyond
May 22, 2010.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruction of
Iraq, the restoration and maintenance of peace
and security in the country, and the develop-
ment of political, administrative, and econom-
ic institutions in Iraq continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security and foreign policy of the United

States. Accordingly, I have determined that it
is necessary to continue the national emergen-
cy with respect to this threat and maintain in
force the measures taken to deal with that na-
tional emergency.

The Iraqi government continues to take
steps to resolve debts and settle claims arising
from the actions of the previous regime. Be-
fore the end of the year, my Administration
will review the Iraqi government’s progress on
resolving these outstanding debts and claims,
as well as other relevant circumstances, in or-
der to determine whether the prohibitions
contained in Executive Order 13303 of May
22, 2003, as amended by Executive Order
13364 of November 29, 2004, on any attach-
ment, judgment, decree, lien, execution, gar-
nishment, or other judicial process with re-
spect to the Development Fund for Iraq, the
accounts, assets, and property held by the
Central Bank of Iraq, and Iraqi petroleum-re-
lated products, should continue in effect be-
yond December 31, 2010, which are in addi-
tion to the sovereign immunity ordinarily pro-
vided to Iraq as a sovereign nation under oth-
erwise applicable law.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 12, 2010.
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