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Statement on Energy Legislation
May 12, 2010 

I applaud Senators John Kerry and Joe Li-
eberman for their tireless work in drafting this
important legislation. This legislation will put
America on the path to a clean energy economy
that will create American jobs building the solar
panels, wind blades, and the car batteries of the
future. It will strengthen our national security
by beginning to break our dependence on for-
eign oil. And it will protect our environment for
our children and grandchildren. 

Americans know what’s at stake by continu-
ing our dependence on fossil fuels. But the
challenges we face—underscored by the im-
mense tragedy in the Gulf of Mexico—are rea-
son to redouble our efforts to reform our Na-

tion’s energy policies. For too long, Washington
has kicked this challenge to the next generation.
This time, the status quo is no longer acceptable
to Americans. Now is the time for America to
take control of our energy future and jump-start
American innovation in clean energy technolo-
gy that will allow us to create jobs, compete,
and win in the global economy. 

The House of Representatives has already
taken historic action with passage of the Ameri-
can Clean Energy and Security Act. I look for-
ward to engaging with Senators from both sides
of the aisle and ultimately passing a bill this
year. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Budget
Amendments to Respond to the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico
May 12, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is a mas-
sive and potentially unprecedented environ-
mental disaster that can seriously damage the
economy and environment of our Gulf States
and jeopardize the livelihoods of thousands of
Americans who live throughout the Gulf region.

That is why since the initial explosion on the
drilling rig occurred, the Federal Government
has launched and coordinated a unified and re-
lentless response to this crisis.

From day one of this spill, we made prepara-
tions to stage equipment and personnel for a
worst-case scenario, and there is underway a
sustained, multi-agency response to this disas-
ter. My Administration and I will not rest—or
be satisfied—until the leak is stopped at the
source, the oil on the Gulf is contained and
cleaned up, and the people of this region are
able to go back to their lives and livelihoods.

Part of that effort is to hold BP, and other re-
sponsible parties in this spill, accountable for
the crisis. The Federal Government will aggres-
sively pursue full compensation for the contain-

ment and clean up, as well as any damages in-
curred because of this spill.

At the same time, I will spare no effort to
clean up whatever damage is caused, assist
those whose livelihoods have been affected by
this spill, and restore the Gulf coast. We cannot
allow the potentially protracted pursuit of
claims to prevent us from swift action to help
those harmed by this spill.

That is why I ask the Congress to consider
the enclosed amendment to Fiscal Year (FY)
2010 proposals in my FY 2011 Budget.

The amendment includes General Provision
proposals for the Departments of Labor, Agri-
culture, Commerce, Justice, the Interior,
Health and Human Services, Homeland Securi-
ty, and the Treasury, and the Environmental
Protection Agency. I request these proposals be
considered as emergency requirements, since
this request responds to urgent and essential
needs.

The details of this request are set forth in the
enclosed letter from the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget.

Together, these amendments will provide
critical funds and authorities needed to respond
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