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We said, let’s take that extra money and give it
directly to students. And so we’ve hugely ex-
panded Pell grants, lowered student loan rates,
made them more accessible for young people
all across Buffalo, all across America. 

We’ve focused a lot on community colleges
because—I’m looking at these great workers at
this company, but if I wanted to get a job right
now—I’ll tell you a secret. You wouldn’t want
me on one of those machines in there. I’d cut
off one of my fingers, and it’d make a mess, but
let’s say I wanted to get a job as a machine oper-
ator. Well, if I’m trying to transition into a new
career, community colleges are a huge resource
for us to be able to train young people to get the
jobs that exist right now. And that saves Dave
money so that he doesn’t have to train some-
body on the job. Dave can hook up with the
community college, tell them, I will hire 5 guys
or 10 guys, or he can work with other compa-
nies around the area and design a training pro-
gram so that young people who go through it,
they know there’s a job out there when they get
it. So we’ve been working a lot and putting
more money into community colleges as a
bridge.

Here’s the point, though: We’ve got to make
sure that our young people are trained and pre-
pared for the future. I know Buffalo’s a big
hockey town, and I know that Gretzky wasn’t
your guy. But Gretzky—they used to say some-
thing wonderful about why Gretzky was so
good, and it was because he didn’t think about

where the puck was, he thought about where
the puck was going to be, right? And the same
thing is true when it comes to our economy.
We’ve got to be thinking, where are the jobs of
the future? What are the needs of the future,
whether it’s in terms of transit, whether it’s in
terms of health care, whether it’s in terms of ed-
ucation, business? What does—where is Ameri-
ca going to be 10 years from now, 20 years from
now?

We want to have the most efficient, cutting-
edge private sector. And we want a Govern-
ment that is lean and mean, but working effec-
tively with you, not wasting your tax dollars, but
investing in those things that are going to be ab-
solutely necessary for us to be competitive. And
if we keep that vision in mind, even as we’re
making some tough decisions about the budget,
even as we’re making tough decisions around
how to deal with our deficits, I’m confident that
we’re going to be able to come out with a stron-
ger competitive posture, a better future than
we’ve ever had before. All right? And that’s go-
ing to be true right here in Buffalo as well.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to David P. Sullivan,
founder and president, Industrial Support Inc.;
Warren E. Buffett, chief executive officer and
chairman, Berkshire Hathaway Inc.; and former
National Hockey League player Wayne Gretz-
ky.

Remarks at the Real Time Crime Center in New York City
May 13, 2010

Well, everybody, look, I know you folks are
busy, but I just wanted to come by and say
thank you. I was telling the mayor and the com-
missioner that the work that the NYPD does in
coordination with State, local, and Federal offi-
cials when it comes to counterterrorism is a
model for the country. It has been for some
time. And I don’t think I need to tell you that
given the potential for attack everywhere in the
country, we’ve got a lot to learn from what is
taking place here.

Number one, you guys do a great job coordi-
nating with other law enforcement. Number

two, you are just professional and exhibit excel-
lence at all times when carrying out your job.
Number three, and what we saw in Times
Square, is you know how to get the community
involved, and raising community awareness is
absolutely critical. And as a consequence, you
have saved an awful lot of lives.

And so my main message to you is that the
country is proud of you. I know your mayor and
your commissioner are proud of you. Your Pres-
ident is proud of you. And we want to make
sure that we continue to work with you to get
the resources that are needed for you to contin-
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ue to be effective and to make sure that Fed-
eral agencies are consistently working with you
with—working on all cylinders, because we
want to make sure that you are getting the
support you need to protect this great city.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:21 p.m. at
One Police Plaza. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg of New York
City; and Raymond W. Kelly, commissioner,
New York Police Department. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the United States
Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
May 13, 2010

Dear ________:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to section 1251 of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010
(Public Law 111–84) the report on the plan to
enhance the safety, security, and reliability of
the nuclear weapons stockpile of the United
States; modernize the nuclear weapons com-
plex; and maintain the delivery platforms for
nuclear weapons, along with the estimate of
budget requirements over a 10-year period.

My Administration is dedicated to seeking
the peace and security of a world without nu-
clear weapons, and we are taking concrete
steps toward that goal. As long as nuclear
weapons still exist, I am firmly committed to
maintaining a safe, secure, and effective nucle-
ar arsenal to deter adversaries and reassure
U.S. allies and other security partners.

As we reduce the role of nuclear weapons in
our national security strategy, it remains in-
creasingly important that we ensure the safety,
security, and effectiveness of our nuclear

weapons stockpile. This report, and the plan it
contains, is an important element of our assur-
ance that the U.S. deterrent remains strong.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Daniel K.
Inouye, chairman, and W. Thad Cochran, vice
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions; Carl Levin, chairman, and John S. Mc-
Cain III, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Armed Services; John F. Kerry, chairman,
and Richard G. Lugar, ranking member, Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations; David R.
Obey, chairman, and Jerry Lewis, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropria-
tions; Isaac N. “Ike” Skelton IV, chairman, and
Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, ranking member,
House Committee on Armed Services; and
Howard L. Berman, chairman, and Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs.

Message on the Senate Transmitting the Treaty Between the United States
of America and the Russian Federation on Measures for the Further
Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms
May 13, 2010

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the United
States of America and the Russian Federation

on Measures for the Further Reduction and
Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, signed
in Prague on April 8, 2010, with Protocol. The
Protocol is an integral part of the Treaty and
contains three Annexes. I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, the report of the
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