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Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony for President Felipe de Jesus Calderon
Hinojosa of Mexico
May 19, 2010

The President. Good morning.
Audience members. Good morning. 
The President. Buenos dias.
Audience members. Buenos dias.
The President. On behalf of Michelle, my-

self, and the American people, it is my great
honor to welcome our neighbor, friend, and
partner, President Calderon, along with First
Lady Margarita Zavala and members of the
Mexican delegation. Welcome to the United
States. Bienvenidos. 

President Calderon was the first foreign
leader that I met after my election. And this
visit is an opportunity to return the extraordi-
nary warmth and hospitality that the Presi-
dent, the First Lady, and the people of Mexico
have shown me during my visits to Mexico, as
well as to Michelle during her first solo inter-
national trip as First Lady. 

Mr. President, it is fitting that your visit
comes during this year of celebration, the bi-
centennial of Mexican independence and the
centennial of the Mexican revolution. And you
and the Mexican people draw strength from
your proud past to forge your future. We recall
the words of the great Octavio Paz, who said,
“Between tradition and modernity, there is a
bridge.” With this visit, we can also strengthen
the many bridges that bind our two nations. 

The United States and Mexico are not sim-
ply neighbors bound by geography and history;
we are, by choice, friends and partners. We
are bound by our business partners, workers,
and tourists who fuel our prosperity, by our
students and educators who broaden our hori-
zons, and by our men and women in uniform
who serve and sacrifice to keep us safe. 

In the United States, we’re also proud of an-
other bond: the ties of family. Mexican Ameri-

can families have been here for centuries, as
well as those who continue to—our proud tra-
dition as a nation of immigrants, all of whom
strengthen our American family and who join
us today. 

Mr. President, working together, we have
built upon these bridges. We forged a new era
of cooperation and partnership between our
countries based on mutual interest, mutual re-
spect, and mutual responsibility. And with
your visit, we can advance our partnership
even further. 

Together, we can help create jobs and pros-
perity for our people. We can ensure that our
common border is secure, modern, and effi-
cient, including immigration that is orderly
and safe. We can stand firm and deepen our
cooperation against the drug cartels that
threaten our people. And given Mexico’s glob-
al leadership, we can stand together for the
opportunity and security of all people, in our
hemisphere and beyond. 

Finally, Mr. President, your visit speaks to a
truth of our time, in North America and the
world. In the 21st century, we are defined not
by our borders, but by our bonds. So I say to
you and to the Mexican people, let us stand to-
gether. Let us face the future together. Let us
work together. Trabajemos juntos.

President Calderon, Senora Zavala, wel-
come to the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where Presi-
dent Calderon was accorded a formal welcome
with full military honors. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 
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President Obama. Good afternoon. Buenas
tardes. I want to again welcome President
Calderon to the White House. And Michelle
and I are delighted to be hosting the President
and First Lady Margarita Zavala and their dele-
gation for this state visit, and we’re looking for-
ward to returning the hospitality—the wonder-
ful hospitality that we received in Mexico when
we have our state dinner this evening.

I’ve often said that in our interconnected
world, where nations and peoples are linked
like never before, both the promise and perils
of our time are shared. Nowhere is this clearer
than among the neighbors the United States
and Mexico.

The trade and tourism between us creates
jobs and prosperity for both our peoples. When
a flu spreads, or an earthquake strikes, or cartels
threaten innocent people, it affects lives on
both sides of our common border. When our
neighbors are in need, whether in Honduras or
in Haiti, we respond together. And when we ex-
pand partnerships between our people, it forges
connections that leads to greater prosperity and
opportunity for decades to come.

In pursuit of our shared future, I have a true
partner in President Calderon. We’ve worked
together in Mexico City and Guadalajara, in
Washington and Pittsburgh, in London and
L’Aquila. And when he speaks before a joint
session of Congress tomorrow, I believe the
American people will see what I see: They’ll see
a leader who is guiding his country through very
difficult times with vision and with courage, and
he has been an outstanding partner to me and
an outstanding partner to the United States.

Indeed, our progress today marks another
step forward in a new era of cooperation and
partnership between our countries, a partner-
ship based on mutual interests, mutual respect,
and mutual responsibility.

We agreed to continue working aggressively
on our highest economic priority, which is cre-
ating jobs for our people. Mexico is one of our
largest trading partners, with trade that sup-
ports countless jobs here in America and in

Mexico. And because 80 percent of the trade
passes over our land border, we reaffirmed our
commitment to a 21st-century border that is
modern, secure, and efficient. And we’re direct-
ing our Governments to develop an action plan
to move in this direction, because our shared
border must be an engine, and not a brake, on
our economic growth.

To create jobs and increase our competitive-
ness in the global economy, we agreed to
streamline regulations and strengthen the pro-
tection of intellectual property. We agreed to
continue working with our G–20 partners to en-
courage that global economic growth is bal-
anced and sustained, especially as we approach
next month’s Toronto summit. And as the Unit-
ed States works to increase our exports and the
jobs that come with it, we’ll be working closely
with our partners in Mexico, which is one of the
largest markets for American exports.

To create clean energy jobs and industries of
the future, we’re building on a partnership we
launched last year with new initiatives to pro-
mote regional renewable energy markets, green
buildings, and smart grid technology. These ini-
tiatives will also help us implement the commit-
ments we made at Copenhagen, especially as
we work toward the climate conference in Can-
cun later this year. And let me say that, as a
leader in cutting greenhouse gas emissions and
in helping developing countries do the same,
Mexico’s leadership under President Calderon
has been and will be critical.

For the sake of our shared prosperity and se-
curity, we discussed the need for immigration
that is orderly and safe, and we acknowledged
that both our countries have responsibilities.
President Calderon is working hard to create
jobs so that more Mexicans see a future of op-
portunity in their country. 

To fix our broken immigration system, I reaf-
firmed my deep commitment to working with
Congress in a bipartisan way to pass compre-
hensive immigration reform. And comprehen-
sive reform means accountability for everybody:
Government that is accountable for securing
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