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this country was founded upon. And when you
inevitably face setbacks, when the fighting is
fierce or a village elder is fearful, when the end
that you are seeking seems uncertain, think
back to West Point. 

Here, in this peaceful part of the world, you
have drilled and you have studied and come of
age in the footsteps of great men and women,
Americans who faced times of trial, and who
even in victory could not have foreseen the
America they helped to build, the world they
helped to shape. 

George Washington was able to free a band
of patriots from the rule of an empire, but he
could not have foreseen his country growing to
include 50 States connecting two oceans. 

Grant was able to save a Union and see the
slaves freed, but he could not have foreseen just
how much his country would extend full rights
and opportunities to citizens of every color. 

Eisenhower was able to see Germany surren-
der and a former enemy grow into an ally, but
he could not have foreseen the Berlin Wall
coming down without a shot being fired. 

Today, it is your generation that has borne a
heavy burden: soldiers, graduates of this Acade-
my like John Meyer and Greg Ambrosia, who
have braved enemy fire, protected their units,

carried out their missions, earned the commen-
dation of this Army and of a grateful nation.

From the birth of our existence, America has
had a faith in the future, a belief that where
we’re going is better than where we’ve been,
even when the path ahead is uncertain. To ful-
fill that promise, generations of Americans have
built upon the foundation of our forefathers,
finding opportunity, fighting injustice, forging a
more perfect Union. Our achievement would
not be possible without the long gray line that
has sacrificed for duty, for honor, for country.

And years from now when you return here,
when for you the shadows have grown longer, I
have no doubt that you will have added your
name to the book of history. I have no doubt
that we will have prevailed in the struggles of
our times. I have no doubt that your legacy will
be an America that has emerged stronger and a
world that is more just, because we are Ameri-
cans, and our destiny is never written for us, it is
written by us, and we are ready to lead once
more. 

Thank you. May God bless you, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:31 a.m. in
Michie Stadium. 

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating Asian American and Pacific Islander
Heritage Month
May 24, 2010

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. It is wonderful to see all of you. Some of
you back for the second time. Some of you work
for me, so you’re here all the time. [Laughter]

I want to, before I start off, acknowledge that
we’ve got just some outstanding Members of
Congress who are always fighting the good fight
for the AAPI community. It starts at the top,
though, and I want to give a huge welcome and
big round of applause for somebody who will go
down as one of the greatest Speakers in our his-
tory, Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

I want to thank Father Vien for his introduc-
tion. He’s led Mary Queen of Vietnam Church
in Louisiana through some pretty hard days. Af-
ter Katrina, he served not only as a spiritual ad-

visor, but also as a community organizer, mak-
ing sure his parishioners got the help that they
needed. In fact, shortly after returning to New
Orleans, when much of the city was dark, he
convinced the utility company to divert electric-
ity to the neighborhood around his church. So
nobody messes with Father Vien. [Laughter]
He tends to get what he wants.

Today, as communities in the Gulf face new
hardships as the result of this ongoing oil spill,
he’s once more taken up the cause of his com-
munity. He’s advocating on behalf of the many
Vietnamese and Cambodian Americans and
others who make their living shrimping and
fishing. And I want him to know that we are go-
ing to be tireless in working to do everything we
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can to support the community and everybody
whose livelihoods have been imperiled down
in the region.

I want to not only thank all the Members of
Congress who are here, I think Ric Shinseki
may be here. Has he made it yet? He may be
late. Give Ric Shinseki a round of applause
anyway because he’s doing a great job as our
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

I want to thank DJ Rekha, who’s been spin-
ning a little East Room Bhangra for every-
body, mixing a hip-hop beat with the sounds of
her heritage—[laughter]—making a uniquely
American sound that may not have been heard
in the White House before. [Laughter]

But you know, that speaks to the promise of
this country, a nation that welcomes contribu-
tions from all peoples, all colors, all creeds. We
draw strength from the rich tradition that ev-
erybody can call America home, because we
all came from somewhere else, except for the
first Americans. E pluribus unum: Out of
many, one. And there’s no better example of
this than the communities that are represent-
ed in this room. 

Your role in America’s story has not always
been given its due, and many Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders have known tremendous
unfairness and injustice during our history.
But we also know that generations of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders helped to
build this country, defend this country, and
make America what it is today, from the Chi-
nese laborers who scaled cliffs and laid ties to
connect our coasts by rail to the members of
the 442d Regimental Combat Team who
fought and bled overseas while their families
were interned back home, from the hundreds
of thousands who bore hardship and sacrifice
on the journey to Angel Island a century ago to
the more than 16 million Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders whose talents and efforts
strengthen our economy and protect our secu-
rity and enliven our communities each and ev-
ery day. And obviously, this is personal for me,
since you need to look no further than my fam-
ily—my sister Maya and brother-in-law Kon-
rad and my two mischievous nieces—[laugh-
ter]—Suhaila and Savita—to know that that is

part of America’s past, but is also going to be
part of America’s future.

And for this reason, we are here today to
celebrate these contributions. But we’re also
holding this event because I want to make sure
that we are hearing from you so that Govern-
ment does its part on your behalf, just as
you’re doing your part on America’s behalf.

And that’s why I signed an Executive order
to reestablish the White House Initiative on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders. It’s
chaired by my Commerce Secretary, Gary
Locke, and my Education Secretary, Arne
Duncan. Are they here? There’s Arne. It’s eas-
ier to spot Arne than Gary. [Laughter] That’s
why we’re always welcoming your input, from
meetings with Sikh Americans to Native Ha-
waiians. The goal is to make sure that our Gov-
ernment is successfully working to address dis-
parities in health care, in education, and eco-
nomic opportunity that exists within various
AAPI communities.

Sometimes these disparities don’t get the
attention they deserve. People get lumped into
one category, and obviously, so many Asian
Americans are doing so well that the fact of
disparity is lost and forgotten. But as you
know, beneath the label of AAPI are dozens of
communities, and each is facing their own
unique challenges. And that’s part of what this
education effort within Government is all
about: to make sure we’re not making general-
izations, but rather, we’re thinking in very par-
ticular terms about how we can help to give
everyone in this country the opportunity they
deserve.

I’m also going to fight, have been fighting,
and will keep on fighting for a comprehensive
immigration reform that respects our Nation’s
heritage. We have to respect our heritage as a
nation of laws and a nation of immigrants. And
that means that everybody is going to have to
take responsibility. Government has a respon-
sibility to secure the border and enforce laws.
Washington has an obligation to set clear,
commonsense rules, including rules that no
longer punish and divide families that are do-
ing the right thing and following the law.
That’s why addressing the backlogs problem in
our immigration system is an important part of
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reform. Business has to be held accountable
when they exploit undocumented workers. In-
dividuals who are here illegally, they have to
take responsibility by paying a fine and back
taxes and learning English and going to the
back of the line so that they take a legal path to-
wards citizenship.

These are the essential elements of compre-
hensive reform, and I’m going to work with
members of both parties to get it done. It may
not be the easiest thing to do politically, but I
also know that it is the right thing to do for our
country.

In addition, we’ve sought to honor AAPI her-
itage, commemorating Hmong New Year,
marking——

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. Good to see you. [Laughter] I

know, I remember you. [Laughter] How’s your
kid? She’s doing good? 

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. Good, good, good. [Laughter]

Didn’t know we were going to have that little
colloquy, but—[laughter].

We’ve marked Diwali in the White House,
which was—[applause]. And with my appoint-
ments and nominations, I’ve worked to make
sure that we’ve gotten a Government that is re-
flective of all America, including Americans of
Asian descent and Pacific Islanders.

But I think it’s also important to stress that
while you confront some specific challenges to
AAPI communities, everybody here under-
stands that nobody is immune from the prob-

lems that our country is confronted with as a
whole.

As small-business owners, Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders know how important it is
that we continue to spur growth after a long and
brutal recession. As parents, everybody here is
concerned about the quality of our education
system and making college more affordable and
accessible. As Americans, we want to make sure
that we’re giving our children the same oppor-
tunities that were given to us. And you know
that it’s up to each generation of Americans to
pass on that legacy, to make sure that America
is living up to its promise, a place where all
things are possible if you’re willing to put in a
lot of hard work.

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have
helped to fulfill that promise for generations
now. And because of the leadership of all of you
in this room and people all across the country,
I’m confident that that will continue into this
century.

So thank you so much, everybody, for being
here. God bless you. God bless America. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Father Vien The Nguyen, pastor,
Mary Queen of Vietnam Church, New Orleans,
LA; and entertainer Rekha “DJ Rekha” Mal-
hotra. He also referred to his sister Maya Soeto-
ro-Ng, her husband Konrad Ng, and their
daughters Suhaila and Savita Ng. The related
proclamation of April 29 is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Statement on Signing the Lord’s Resistance Army Disarmament and Northern
Uganda Recovery Act of 2009
May 24, 2010

Today I signed into law the Lord’s Resistance
Army Disarmament and Northern Uganda Re-
covery Act of 2009. The legislation crystallizes
the commitment of the United States to help
bring an end to the brutality and destruction
that have been a hallmark of the LRA across
several countries for two decades and to pursue
a future of greater security and hope for the
people of central Africa.

The Lord’s Resistance Army preys on civil-
ians, killing, raping, and mutilating the people
of central Africa, stealing and brutalizing their
children, and displacing hundreds of thousands
of people. Its leadership, indicted by the Inter-
national Criminal Court for crimes against hu-
manity, has no agenda and no purpose other
than its own survival. It fills its ranks of fighters
with the young boys and girls it abducts. By any
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