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measure, its actions are an affront to human
dignity.

Of the millions affected by the violence,
each had an individual story and voice that we
must not forget. In northern Uganda, we recall
Angelina Atyam’s 14-year-old daughter, whom
the LRA kidnaped in 1996 and held captive
for nearly 8 years, one of 139 girls abducted
that day from a boarding school. In southern
Sudan, we recall John Loboi, a father, a hus-
band, a brother, a local humanitarian assis-
tance worker killed in an ambush while help-
ing others in 2003. Now in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo and the Central Afri-
can Republic, the people of Dungu and of
Obo too have their stories of loss and pain.

We mourn those killed. We pray for those
abducted to be freed and for those wounded
to heal. We call on the ranks of the LRA to dis-
arm and surrender. We believe that the lead-
ership of the LRA should be brought to jus-
tice.

I signed this bill today recognizing that we
must all renew our commitments and
strengthen our capabilities to protect and as-
sist civilians caught in the LRA’s wake, to re-
ceive those that surrender, and to support ef-
forts to bring the LRA leadership to justice.
The bill reiterates U.S. policy and our commit-
ment to work toward a comprehensive and
lasting resolution to the conflict in northern
Uganda and other affected areas, including
northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo,
southern Sudan, and the Central African Re-
public. We will do so in partnership with re-
gional governments and multilateral efforts.

I commend the Government of Uganda for
its efforts to stabilize the northern part of the
country, for actively supporting transitional

and development assistance, and for pursuing
reintegration programs for those who surren-
der and escape from the LRA ranks.

I also want the governments of other LRA-
affected countries to know that we are aware
of the danger the LRA represents and we will
continue to support efforts to protect civilians
and to end this terrible chapter in central Afri-
can history. For over a decade, the United
States has worked with others to respond to
the LRA crisis. We have supported peace pro-
cess and reconciliation, humanitarian assis-
tance and regional recovery, protection of ci-
vilians and reintegration for former combat-
ants, and have supported regional govern-
ments as they worked to provide for their
people’s security. Going forward, we will call
on our partners as we all renew our efforts.

I congratulate Congress for seizing on this
important issue, and I congratulate the hun-
dreds of thousands of Americans who have
mobilized to respond to this unique crisis of
conscience. We have heard from the advocacy
organizations, nongovernmental organizations,
faith-based groups, humanitarian actors who
lack access, and those who continue to work
on this issue in our own Government. We have
seen your reporting, your web sites, your
blogs, and your video postcards. You have
made the plight of the children visible to us all.
Your action represents the very best of Ameri-
can leadership around the world, and we are
committed to working with you in pursuit of
the future of peace and dignity that the people
of who have suffered at the hands of the LRA
deserve.

NOTE: S. 1067, approved May 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–172.

Letter to the U.S.-China Strategic and Economic Dialogue
May 24, 2010

To the participants of the U.S.-China Strategic
& Economic Dialogue,

Last summer, I was proud to welcome many
of you to the White House as our two coun-
tries launched this Strategic and Economic
Dialogue. I want to thank President Hu, Vice

Premier Wang, State Councilor Dai, and the
entire Chinese delegation for their hospitality
in hosting this year’s meeting. 

I am pleased that our delegation in Beijing
is led by two outstanding members of my Cab-
inet—Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and
Treasury Secretary Tim Geithner—and that



Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / May 24

701

they are joined by officials from across my Ad-
ministration. 

As I said when we began this dialogue, the
relationship between the United States and
China will shape the 21st century, which makes
it as important as any bilateral relationship in
the world. Together, we set out to build a posi-
tive, constructive, and comprehensive relation-
ship, and we pledged to cooperate to advance
our shared interests. That is what we have done.

As two of the world’s largest economies, we
have worked together, and with our G–20 part-
ners, to sustain the global economic recovery.
During my visit to China last fall, we forged
clean energy partnerships, and at Copenhagen
we made important commitments to confront
climate change.

To advance our common security interests,
we are cooperating to prevent the spread of nu-
clear weapons and regional nuclear arms races
that would endanger us all. I was pleased to
welcome President Hu to our Nuclear Security
Summit in Washington, and I thank China for
its commitment to establish a center of excel-
lence on nuclear security, which will help
achieve our shared goal of securing vulnerable
nuclear materials around the world.

Over the next two days, our two countries
have the opportunity to deepen our cooperation
even further and advance the prosperity, health
and security of our people. Together, we can
promote economic growth that is balanced and
sustained and trade that is free and fair. We can
work to fulfill the commitments we made at Co-
penhagen. We can address pressing regional
and global security challenges, including
strengthening the global nonproliferation re-
gime to ensure the rights and responsibilities of
all nations. We need to improve communication
between our militaries, which promotes mutual
understanding and confidence.

Our two nations may not always agree on ev-
ery issue, but this dialogue also allows us to
communicate and understand one another bet-
ter. This includes America’s abiding  commit-

ment to those human rights that are universal
and to the dignity of all people. Indeed, we wel-
come our human rights dialogue with China,
which we began this month and which I look
forward to continuing.

Across all these areas, our relationship with
China is guided by the recognition that we live
in an interconnected world. As I said during my
visit to China while standing beside President
Hu in the Great Hall where you gather today,
one country’s success need not come at the ex-
pense of another. Our progress can be shared.
Indeed, the United States welcomes China as a
strong, prosperous and successful member of
the community of nations.

A truly comprehensive relationship, however,
cannot be between governments alone. It must
also be between our people. That is why my vis-
it to China included a discussion with young
men and women in Shanghai, and it is why we
are working to deepen the ties between Ameri-
cans and Chinese through educational and cul-
tural exchanges.

As you meet in Beijing, the people of Shang-
hai are hosting the World Expo, which reflects
the strength and creativity of China and its peo-
ple. There, at the USA Pavilion, the United
States is proud to showcase the spirit that has
always defined our country, including our belief
that we can join with other nations to build a
better life for our children.   

This is the spirit that brings our countries to-
gether in Beijing and the spirit that must guide
our work as we deepen our positive, construc-
tive, and comprehensive relationship. Thank
you for participating in this Strategic and Eco-
nomic Dialogue, and we look forward to wel-
coming you to the United States for our meet-
ing next year and to continuing our progress.

Sincerely,

PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this letter.
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Message to the Congress Transmitting the “Reduce Unnecessary Spending
Act of 2010”
May 24, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Today, I am pleased to submit to the Con-
gress the enclosed legislative proposal, the
“Reduce Unnecessary Spending Act of 2010,”
along with a section-by-section analysis of the
legislation. 

This proposal will be another important
step in restoring fiscal discipline and making
sure that Washington spends taxpayer dollars
responsibly. It will provide a new tool to
streamline Government programs and opera-
tions, cut wasteful Government spending, and
enhance transparency and accountability to
the American people. The legislation will cre-
ate an expedited procedure to rescind unnec-
essary spending and to broadly scale back
funding levels if warranted. The legislation
would require the Congress to vote up or
down on legislation proposed by the President
to rescind funding. This new, enhanced rescis-
sion authority will not only empower the Pres-
ident and the Congress to eliminate unneces-
sary spending, but also discourage waste in the
first place. 

Now more than ever, it’s critical that taxpay-
er dollars are not wasted on programs that are
ineffective, duplicative, or out-dated. In a time
when American families and small business
owners are conscious of every dollar and make
sure that they manage their budgets wisely,
the Federal Government can do no less. The
American people expect and demand that we
spend their money with the same discipline.
Allowing taxpayer dollars to be wasted is both
an irresponsible use of taxpayer funds and an
irresponsible abuse of the public trust. 

Recently, the Congress has taken welcome
steps to curb wasteful spending. In 2007,
when I served in the Senate, a bipartisan
group worked together to eliminate anony-
mous earmarks and brought new measures of
transparency to the process so Americans can
better follow how their tax dollars are being
spent. Consequently, we have seen prog-

ress—with earmarks declining since these re-
forms were passed, including during this past
fiscal year. 

In addition, my Administration undertook a
line-by-line review of the Budget, and put for-
ward approximately $20 billion of termina-
tions, reductions, and savings both for Fiscal
Year 2010 and 2011. While recent administra-
tions have seen between 15 to 20 percent of
their proposed discretionary cuts approved by
the Congress, for FY 2010, we worked with
the Congress to enact 60 percent of proposed
cuts. 

Despite the progress we have made to re-
duce earmarks and other unnecessary spend-
ing, there is still more work to be done. The
legislation I am sending to you today provides
an important tool. The legislation allows the
President to target spending policies that do
not have a legitimate and worthy public pur-
pose by providing the President with an addi-
tional authority to propose the elimination of
wasteful or excessive funding. These proposals
then receive expedited consideration in the
Congress and a guaranteed up-or-down vote.
This legislation would also allow the President
to delay funding for these projects until the
Congress has had the chance to consider the
changes. In addition, this proposal has been
crafted to preserve the constitutional balance
of power between the President and the Con-
gress. 

Overall, the “Reduce Unnecessary Spend-
ing Act of 2010” provides a new way for the
Congress and the President to manage taxpay-
er dollars wisely. That is why I urge the
prompt and favorable consideration of this
proposal, and look forward to working with the
Congress on this matter in the coming weeks. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 24, 2010.
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