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ship to promote green buildings, energy effi-
ciency, and the sustainable development that
creates jobs and reduces poverty. And as we
strive to implement our Copenhagen commit-
ments, we’ll be working together to ensure a
successful climate conference in Mexico later
this year.

We’re cooperating more closely than ever
before against transnational threats. This in-
cludes, as Minister Krishna alluded to, making
progress for the Afghan people and preventing
terrorism, whether it’s in Manhattan or in
Mumbai. It includes securing vulnerable nu-
clear materials, a goal we advanced at our Nu-
clear Security Summit, where I thanked Prime
Minister Singh for committing India to build-
ing a new center of excellence for nuclear en-
ergy and security. And our efforts include a
stronger global nonproliferation regime where
all nations live up to their obligations.  

We’re broadening partnerships between
our people, especially in science, technology,
and global health. More students are taking
advantage of our expanded Fulbright-Nehru
program. We’re working to expand ties be-
tween our universities and community colleg-
es. And we’re partnering on agriculture and
research to reduce global hunger and to share
India’s incredible progress with other coun-
tries.

Finally, as global partners, we’re going to
sustain this momentum at the highest levels.
During his state visit, the Prime Minister gra-
ciously invited me and my family to visit India
this year, and I happily accepted. And as I con-
firmed to him when we spoke last week, I’m
delighted to announce tonight that I plan to
visit India in early November, so—[applause].
I look forward to advancing our partnership, to

experiencing all that India and its people and
its incredible ancient culture have to of-
fer—and I intend to create an “Obama Plat-
ter.” [Laughter]

Audience member. [Inaudible]
The President. Yes. As I look ahead to my

visit, I’ve got another quote that matches up
pretty well with Mark Twain’s. This is a scholar
from Europe who traveled to India more than
a century ago, and he said, “Whatever sphere
of the human mind you may select for your
special study, whether it be language, or reli-
gion, or mythology, or philosophy, whether it
be law or customs, primitive art or science,
you have to go to India.” Because, he said,
“some of the most valuable and instructive ma-
terial of the history of man are treasured up in
India and India only.”  

So when it comes to the sphere of our
work—building a future of greater prosperity,
opportunity, and security for our peo-
ple—there is no doubt: I have to go to India.
[Laughter] But even more, I am proud to go to
India, and I look forward to the history that we
will make together, progress that will be trea-
sured not just by this generation, but by gener-
ations to come.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:37 p.m. at the
State Department. In his remarks, he referred
to Minister of External Affairs Somanahalli
Mallaiah Krishna and Foreign Secretary Niru-
pama Rao of India; India’s Ambassador to the
U.S. Meera Shankar; U.S. Ambassador to In-
dia Timothy J. Roemer; and 2010 Scripps Na-
tional Spelling Bee champion Anamika Veera-
mani and her parents Alagaiya and Malar
Veeramani. 

Remarks at K. Neal International Trucks, Inc., in Hyattsville, Maryland
June 4, 2010

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Audience members. Good morning.
The President. Well, let me just—please,

everybody, have a seat. Have a seat. The—it is
wonderful to be here. And I want to make a
couple of quick acknowledgments. This guy

behind me, you may know him—[laugh-
ter]—he’s the Vice President of the United
States, Joe Biden. You got Maryland’s Lieu-
tenant Governor, Anthony Brown, is here; got
the mayor of Hyattsville, William Gardin-
er. And of course we’ve got to acknowledge
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the big man here—[laughter]—and he is
big—[laughter]—owner of K. Neal Internation-
al, Stephen Neal.

Now, I want to thank K. Neal for having us
here today, giving us a quick tour and having us
look at all these trucks. [Laughter] This is a
business that has been selling commercial
trucks for over 40 years. This company employs
workers from all over the greater Washington
area. After 2 years of recession that caused so
much pain in so many communities, this is also
an example of a company that is starting to see
business pick up again. 

I was talking to Stephen, and he told me that
rental and lease sales have improved, that
there’s a pent-up demand out there for new
equipment, and you’ve added workers over the
last few months. And Stephen said if things
keep on going well, he’ll add more in the
months ahead.

Now, we’re hearing more and more stories
like that all across America. A lot of businesses
were hit hard during this downturn, but they’re
starting to hire again. Workers who were laid
off, they’re starting to get their jobs back. Com-
panies that were almost forced to close their
doors are making plans to expand and invest in
new equipment. 

And this progress is reflected in the monthly
jobs reports that we get each month. We re-
ceived one today. In May, the economy added
431,000 jobs. Now, this is the fifth month in a
row that we’ve seen job gains. And while we
recognize that our recovery is still in its early
stages and that there are going to be ups and
downs in the months ahead—things never go
completely in a smooth line—this report is a
sign that our economy is getting stronger by the
day.

Now, I want to emphasize that most of the
jobs this month that we’re seeing in the statis-
tics represent workers who’ve been hired to
complete the 2010 census. Now, these—so
these are temporary jobs that are only going to
last until the fall, and that may be reflected in
future jobs reports. But even if you put those
temporary jobs aside, there’s no doubt that we
saw another month of private sector job growth.
And that is obviously critical, because when
businesses are hiring again, people start spend-

ing again. That in turn gives businesses more
and more incentive to grow.

Now, this doesn’t mean that the recession is
over for the millions of Americans who are still
out of work or the millions more who are still
struggling to make ends meet. No words, no
statistics can take away the pain and the anxiety
that a family feels because of this downturn.
That can only be relieved with a steady pay-
check and the security that a steady job brings.

What these numbers do mean, though, is
that we’re moving in the right direction. The
economic policies that we put in place are
working. An economy that was shrinking at a
scary rate when I was sworn in as President has
now been growing for three consecutive quar-
ters. We were losing 750,000 jobs a month dur-
ing the winter of last year. We’ve now added
jobs for 6 out of the last 7 months. 

The taxpayer money it cost to shore up the fi-
nancial sector and the auto industry is being re-
paid. I know it was unpopular, but it was the
right thing to do. And both GM and Chrysler
are adding shifts and operating at a profit,
which nobody would have imagined just a year
ago. 

The question now is, how do we keep this
momentum going? How do we keep adding
jobs, raising incomes? How do we keep growing
not just our economy, but growing our middle
class? 

Now, in the short term, we have to keep cre-
ating the conditions for companies like K. Neal
to succeed, to keep growing, to keep hiring. Be-
cause of a bill I signed into law a few months
ago, businesses are now eligible for tax cuts for
hiring unemployed workers. Companies are al-
so able to write off more of their investments in
new equipment. And as part of health reform, 4
million small businesses recently received a
postcard in their mailbox telling them that they
will be eligible for health care tax cuts this year
and that those tax cuts could be worth tens of
thousands of dollars to those companies. 

I’ve also urged Congress to cut more taxes
for small businesses and pass a small-business
lending fund so that small businesses can get
the incentives and the credit that they need to
create jobs and grow. I believe it’s absolutely
critical that we extend unemployment insur-



June 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

764

ance for several more months so that Ameri-
cans who’ve been laid off, through no fault of
their own, get the support they need to pro-
vide for their families and they can maintain
their health insurance until they’re rehired.
And we should provide further support so that
States are not cutting back on jobs and vital
services, as well as incentives to create clean
energy jobs. 

Now, in the long run—all that’s in the short
term. That’s still part of the emergency effort
to help build the economy and grow it coming
out of the recession. But in the long run, we
need to invest in the technologies and innova-
tion that will lead to the jobs and industries of
tomorrow. 

So I want to introduce to you to everybody
who’s here—we’ve got Dan Ustian, who is the
president of Navistar. Dan, stand up. Now,
Navistar is a company that sometimes does
business with K. Neal International. And for
months, Navistar’s Indiana manufacturing
plant has been working on an electric delivery
truck that’s fueled entirely by plug-in power.
In fact, I visited the plant before it had pro-
duced its very first truck. And my understand-
ing, Dan, is——

Daniel C. Ustian. We’re ready to go.
The President. We’re ready to go. Thanks to

the investments that we made in the Recovery
Act, it just delivered its first truck a few weeks
ago. Now, this is a plant that gave jobs to un-
employed factory workers, and they’re now
part of a cutting-edge industry that will create
even more jobs and businesses in the months
and years ahead. 

That’s what the future can look like. If we
keep on making investments in research and
development, in technology and clean energy,
products and industries that we haven’t even
imagined yet can find a home right here in the
United States of America. And if we provide
our citizens with the education and training
they need to do these jobs, we’re again going
to see rising incomes and a growing middle
class. That’s what we can do to make this econ-
omy stronger, rebuild it even stronger than it
was before.

And I have to say that Joe Biden oversaw
the execution of our Recovery Act and hasn’t

gotten a lot of credit for it, but it has been
scandal free; the money has been spent on
time. 

I was just talking to Stephen, and as he indi-
cated, what the Recovery Act did was to
help—during a bad winter, during a tough
time—helped him to keep that business, if not
growing, then at least stable. And it helped
him keep folks on the job that otherwise might
have lost their jobs. And Joe deserves a lot of
credit for that, so give Joe Biden a big round of
applause. [Applause]

Vice President Joe Biden. Thank you.
The President. By the way, Joe says he used

to be able to drive some of these trucks.
[Laughter]

Vice President Biden. That’s true. Had my
shoulder—[inaudible].

The President. But I would suggest he
not—not to lend him a car right—that was a
long time ago. [Laughter]

Vice President Biden. Hey, man.
The President. Now, let me tell you what we

can’t do. We can’t go backwards. What we
can’t do is go back—now that we’re starting to
climb out of this hole that was dug for us, we
can’t go back to the very same policies that
failed us in the last decade, the same policies
that led us into that hole. 

Think about it. We’ve already tried scaling
back our investments in clean energy and edu-
cation and innovation so that we could give tax
breaks to the wealthiest Americans and the
biggest corporations, and that didn’t work. We
already tried putting industry insiders in
charge of oversight. Didn’t work. We already
tried stripping away rules and regulations that
kept Wall Street banks and oil companies in
bounds. We let them play by their own rules
instead, and it didn’t work. 

So we already know where these ideas led
us. And we’re going to have a choice as a na-
tion moving forward. We’re going to be able to
return, if we want, to the failed economic poli-
cies of the past, policies that gave us record
deficits and declining incomes and sluggish
job growth even before the recession, policies
that led, in fact, to us almost going into a de-
pression. We can take that road again, or we
can decide we want to move forward. We can
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keep building a stronger economy. We can keep
pursuing the policies that have started to create
jobs again, policies that invest in companies like
K. Neal, policies that invest in companies like
Navistar, policies that invest in our people and
in our future.

So I don’t know about you, I don’t want to go
backwards. I want to move forward. And I be-
lieve that the American people want to move
forward as well. This economy hasn’t returned
to prosperity yet, but we’re heading in the right
direction. There are going to be some ups and
downs. There are going to be some months
where people start worrying that maybe we’re
not out of the hole yet. But if we remain deter-
mined, if we stick to it, if we stay the course of
investing in our people and businesses like K.

Neal that are the heart and soul of America,
then I’m absolutely positive we can succeed.
And with your help, with the hard work and in-
genuity of workers and entrepreneurs like the
ones at this company, I’m absolutely positive
we’re going to have a brighter future. 

So thanks for the great work you do. Thanks
to Joe Biden for the great work that he does.
God bless you. God bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:43 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Stephen W. Neal, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, K. Neal Inter-
national Trucks, Inc. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the 2009 Major League Soccer Champion Real Salt Lake
June 4, 2010

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. Well,
welcome to the White House. And congratula-
tions on winning your first MLS Cup champi-
onship and for bringing the State of Utah its
first professional sports title in almost 40 years.
That’s a pretty big deal. You can give them a
round of applause for that again. 

I want to acknowledge the Senator from the
great State of Utah, Senator Bennett, who is
here. He is incredibly proud of this team—too
tall to play soccer. [Laughter]

I want to congratulate Dave Checketts for his
leadership and for dedicating his career to ex-
panding the world of professional sports. And,
of course, I want to congratulate the players and
coaches from Real Salt Lake.  

I know that this team had a pretty unlikely
journey to get here. You qualified for the play-
offs on the last day of the season with a losing
record. [Laughter] That’s cutting it a little close,
guys. [Laughter] You beat your biggest rival,
took down the defending champions on your
way to the title game. And with the cup on the
line, you held two of the game’s biggest stars
scoreless in regulation and went on to win in a
shootout, all of which goes to show that in Ma-
jor League Soccer, there’s no such thing as a
foregone conclusion. 

Now, you did it because, in the words of
Coach Kreis—and I have to say this is one of
the rare coaches that I see in these events who I
think might be able to still play—[laugh-
ter]—he looks very fit. [Laughter] But Coach
Kreis said, “We believe in each other as much
as everybody disbelieved in us.” For this group,
the team really is the star. This is a team that
shows up every day, puts in an honest effort no
matter what the critics say or how steep the
odds. And last season, that attitude paid off.

For a group that prides itself on unity, I’m a
little hesitant to acknowledge any individuals.
But there are a few people who did an excep-
tional job of helping this team go all the way.

I want to congratulate Robbie Findley for be-
coming Salt Lake’s alltime leading scorer and
for being named to this year’s World Cup ros-
ter. So give Robbie a big round of applause.
Where is he?

Team member. South Africa.
The President. He’s already left. I just real-

ized I met Robbie last week, when the World
Cup team was here. I thought he might be stop-
ping by. [Laughter]

We are incredibly proud, obviously, of every-
one who’s going to be representing our country
this month. Joe Biden will be leading the Amer-
ican delegation to the World Cup, and the rest


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:34:24-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




