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keep building a stronger economy. We can keep
pursuing the policies that have started to create
jobs again, policies that invest in companies like
K. Neal, policies that invest in companies like
Navistar, policies that invest in our people and
in our future.

So I don’t know about you, I don’t want to go
backwards. I want to move forward. And I be-
lieve that the American people want to move
forward as well. This economy hasn’t returned
to prosperity yet, but we’re heading in the right
direction. There are going to be some ups and
downs. There are going to be some months
where people start worrying that maybe we’re
not out of the hole yet. But if we remain deter-
mined, if we stick to it, if we stay the course of
investing in our people and businesses like K.

Neal that are the heart and soul of America,
then I’m absolutely positive we can succeed.
And with your help, with the hard work and in-
genuity of workers and entrepreneurs like the
ones at this company, I’m absolutely positive
we’re going to have a brighter future. 

So thanks for the great work you do. Thanks
to Joe Biden for the great work that he does.
God bless you. God bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:43 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Stephen W. Neal, presi-
dent and chief executive officer, K. Neal Inter-
national Trucks, Inc. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Remarks Honoring the 2009 Major League Soccer Champion Real Salt Lake
June 4, 2010

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. Well,
welcome to the White House. And congratula-
tions on winning your first MLS Cup champi-
onship and for bringing the State of Utah its
first professional sports title in almost 40 years.
That’s a pretty big deal. You can give them a
round of applause for that again. 

I want to acknowledge the Senator from the
great State of Utah, Senator Bennett, who is
here. He is incredibly proud of this team—too
tall to play soccer. [Laughter]

I want to congratulate Dave Checketts for his
leadership and for dedicating his career to ex-
panding the world of professional sports. And,
of course, I want to congratulate the players and
coaches from Real Salt Lake.  

I know that this team had a pretty unlikely
journey to get here. You qualified for the play-
offs on the last day of the season with a losing
record. [Laughter] That’s cutting it a little close,
guys. [Laughter] You beat your biggest rival,
took down the defending champions on your
way to the title game. And with the cup on the
line, you held two of the game’s biggest stars
scoreless in regulation and went on to win in a
shootout, all of which goes to show that in Ma-
jor League Soccer, there’s no such thing as a
foregone conclusion. 

Now, you did it because, in the words of
Coach Kreis—and I have to say this is one of
the rare coaches that I see in these events who I
think might be able to still play—[laugh-
ter]—he looks very fit. [Laughter] But Coach
Kreis said, “We believe in each other as much
as everybody disbelieved in us.” For this group,
the team really is the star. This is a team that
shows up every day, puts in an honest effort no
matter what the critics say or how steep the
odds. And last season, that attitude paid off.

For a group that prides itself on unity, I’m a
little hesitant to acknowledge any individuals.
But there are a few people who did an excep-
tional job of helping this team go all the way.

I want to congratulate Robbie Findley for be-
coming Salt Lake’s alltime leading scorer and
for being named to this year’s World Cup ros-
ter. So give Robbie a big round of applause.
Where is he?

Team member. South Africa.
The President. He’s already left. I just real-

ized I met Robbie last week, when the World
Cup team was here. I thought he might be stop-
ping by. [Laughter]

We are incredibly proud, obviously, of every-
one who’s going to be representing our country
this month. Joe Biden will be leading the Amer-
ican delegation to the World Cup, and the rest
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of us are going to be cheering them on here at
home. 

But it is because of the efforts of Robbie
and the rest of the folks here today that soccer
continues to get more popular every year in
the United States. And as the father of soccer-
playing daughters, I can tell you that it shows
no signs of slowing down.

I want to recognize Nick Rimando for being
named MVP of the championship game and
for being such a force in goal for this
team. And, of course, I want to congratulate
Coach Kreis for becoming the youngest MLS
manager ever to win the cup—just 2 years af-
ter retiring—see, I wasn’t wrong—[laugh-
ter]—just 2 years after retiring as the third
leading scorer in league history—and for do-
ing it with such a diverse group of players. 

This team includes members from Argenti-
na, Armenia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Haiti,
Holland, Jamaica, and the United States. And
so besides overcoming language and cultural
barriers, this is also a team that understands

their responsibilities aren’t limited to the soc-
cer field or even our own borders.

And that’s why yesterday afternoon they put
on a clinic to teach local kids some soccer
skills, while also raising awareness about the
threat of malaria around the globe. They
helped educate young people about the im-
portance of preventing disease and how we
can do our part to help the less fortunate, even
if they live thousands of miles away.

So congratulations to all of you for an out-
standing season, for the championship. To ev-
erybody back in Salt Lake, cherish your team.
And best of luck this season. All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to David W. Checketts,
owner, Jason Kreis, head coach, Robbie Find-
ley, forward, and Nick Rimando, goalkeeper,
Real Salt Lake; and David Beckham, midfield-
er, and Landon Donovan, forward, Los Ange-
les Galaxy.

Remarks Following a Briefing on the Oil Spill in the Gulf of Mexico and an
Exchange With Reporters in New Orleans, Louisiana
June 4, 2010

The President. Well, I want to thank every-
body who participated in this meeting. Most of
the folks here were in the meeting that we had
last week. One of the encouraging signs is that,
at least with respect to Louisiana, it seems that
we’ve made some progress. 

The most obvious area of progress was,
coming out of the meeting last week, trying to
bridge what seemed to be differences with re-
spect to the berm, the barrier islands that Gov-
ernor Jindal had proposed, and we now have
that authority, and dredging is beginning. And
now we want to make sure that BP is paying
up, but it seems like we’re making progress on
that front.

I know that a lot of the press may be curious
about what’s happening in terms of the at-
tempts to cap the well. I don’t want to go into
the technical details here. I’d prefer Thad to
give an update when he has had a chance to
talk directly with command and control about

what’s happening there. But it does appear
that the cap, at least for now, is holding, that
some hydrocarbons are being sent up to the
surface, and that they are slowly ratcheting up
the amount of oil and gas that’s being extract-
ed. They’re doing it carefully so that they don’t
dislodge or disrupt the cap in some fashion.

We will know more over the next 24 to 48
hours. And it is way too early to be optimistic.
But we’re just going to keep on monitoring it,
and Thad will give you a more thorough brief-
ing when he knows more.

We spent a lot of time here just talking
about the logistics of the response on the shore
as oil begins to come in. And everybody here
has particular concerns because we’ve got lim-
ited resources. We’re trying to get more boom,
for example, into the places that are needed.
We deployed initially a lot of boom here in
Louisiana. That meant that some in Alabama
wasn’t where it was supposed to be. Governor
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