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Participant. Can’t have that happen all the
time, no.

Participant. Have to follow the rules.
Participant. Just tell the truth.
Participant. That’s right.
Participant. From day one, they lied to

us—BP. They said, 1,000 barrels a day. Come
to find out, they say, it’s 2,000—put the tube
in there, it was 5,000. Oh, it’s 5,000? Now it’s,
what, 12,000 to 19,000 barrels a day? Just tell
the people the truth, you know? That’s all we
want.

Mayor Camardelle. Like I said, the biggest
shrimp dock in America is right here in Grand
Isle; it’s Blanche’s Seafood. And he’s com-
pletely shut down. They’ll tell you, the boats
are tied up. How many boats he has right now,
about 100? Close to 100 boats just tied up.
And you’ve got the Vietnamese families,
you’ve got the true Cajun people here, and
they’re just sitting on the deck of the boat and
just waiting on the vessel of opportunity.

And I want to respect the Admiral and BP,
where, you know, they’re trying. It’s just since
you left, they’ve made a big change. Since you

came to me, you made a big change, and we
support you for that. But we’re just worried.
You hear us here; we’re worried. And we don’t
know what’s going to happen tomorrow. And
that’s why we depend on you—both of you
guys—to make sure that—and you heard them
today. We don’t want to be on food
stamps—none of my people—we want to just
untie the boat, be able to see your two daugh-
ters right here and kiss them in the evening
and daddy’s going to work. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5
p.m. at Camardelle’s Seafood. In his remarks,
he referred to Adm. Thad W. Allen, USCG, in
his capacity as national incident commander
for the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. Partici-
pating in the discussion were Dudley A.
“Butch” Gaspard, Jr., coowner, Sand Dollar
Marina and Sand Dollar Motel; Terry Vegas,
shrimper; Floyd Lasseigne, oyster fisherman;
Patti W. Rigaud, owner, A Better Buy Shell;
and Chris J. Camardelle, owner, Camardelle’s
Seafood. A portion of these remarks could not
be verified because the audio was incomplete.

Statement on the Death of William Miranda Marin
June 4, 2010

Michelle and I were saddened to hear about
the passing of William Miranda Marin. Willie
will be remembered for the passion with
which he served as an Adjutant General of the
Puerto Rico National Guard, as a government
executive committed to economic develop-
ment, and as mayor of a municipality that be-
came a model of innovative government and
citizen participation. His devotion to the peo-
ple he represented earned him respect from
supporters and opponents alike and touched
countless lives. Michelle and I will always re-
member the warmth with which he received
us in Puerto Rico, hosting Michelle at his

pride and joy, the beautiful Botanical Gardens
of Caguas. His legacy lives on in those he
helped to empower who continue the work of
expanding opportunity for all Puerto Ricans
and all Americans.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Carmen, his children William Edgardo, Luis
Alexander, and Jose Juan, his grandchildren,
and his entire family.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.

The President’s Weekly Address
June 5, 2010

I’m speaking to you from Caminada Bay in
Grand Isle, Louisiana, one of the first places to

feel the devastation wrought by the oil spill in
the Gulf of Mexico. While I was here, at Ca-
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mardelle’s Live Bait shop, I met with a group of
local residents and small-business owners, folks
like Floyd Lasseigne, a fourth-generation oyster
fisherman. This is the time of year when he or-
dinarily earns a lot of his income, but his oyster
bed along the north side of Grand Isle has likely
been destroyed by the spill.

Terry Vegas has a similar story. He quit the
eighth grade to become a shrimper with his
grandfather. Ever since, he’s earned his living
during shrimping season, working long, gruel-
ing days so that he could earn enough money to
support himself year round. But today, the wa-
ters where he’s spent his years are closed. And
every day, as the spill worsens, he loses hope
that he’ll be able to return to the life he built.
“You can put a price on a lost season,” he’s said,
“but not a lost heritage.”

The effects of the spill reach beyond the
shoreline. I spoke with Patti Rigaud. For 30
years, she’s owned a small convenience store, a
store opened by her father. She depends on the
sales generated by tourism each summer. But
this year, most of the boats that would line these
docks are nowhere to be seen. Dudley Gaspard,
who owns the Sand Dollar Marina and Hotel,
has been hit hard as well. Normally this time of
year, rooms are filling up and tackle is flying off
the shelves. But he too has been devastated by
the decline in tourism and the suspension of
fishing in the waters off the Louisiana coast.

Their stories are familiar to many in Grand
Isle and throughout the Gulf region. Often,
families have been here for generations, earn-
ing a living and making a life that’s tied to the
water, that’s tied to the magnificent coasts and
the natural bounty of this place. Here, this spill
has not just damaged livelihoods, it’s upended
whole communities. And the fury people feel is
not just about the money they’ve lost. They’ve
been through tough times before. It’s about the
wrenching recognition that this time their lives
may never be the same.

These folks work hard. They meet their re-
sponsibilities. But now, because of a manmade
catastrophe, one that’s not their fault and be-
yond their control, their lives have been thrown
into turmoil. It’s brutally unfair. It’s wrong. And
what I told these men and women, and what I
have said since the beginning of this disaster, is

that I’m going to stand with the people of the
Gulf Coast until they are made whole.

That’s why from the beginning, we mobilized
on every front to contain and clean up this spill.
I’ve authorized the deployment of 17,000 Na-
tional Guard troops to aid in the response.
More than 20,000 people are currently working
around the clock to protect waters and coast-
lines. We’ve convened hundreds of top scien-
tists and engineers from around the world.
More than 1,900 vessels are in the Gulf assisting
in the cleanup. And more than 4.3 million feet
of boom have been deployed, with another 2.9
million feet of boom available, enough to
stretch over 1,300 miles. And 17 staging areas
are in place across Louisiana, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, and Florida to rapidly defend sensitive
shorelines. In short, this is the largest response
to an environmental disaster of its kind in the
history of the country.

We’ve also ordered BP to pay economic inju-
ry claims, and we will make sure they pay every
single dime owed to the people along the Gulf
Coast. The Small Business Administration has
stepped in to help businesses by approving
loans and allowing deferrals of existing loan
payments. And this week, the Federal Govern-
ment sent BP a preliminary bill for $69 million
to pay back American taxpayers for some of the
costs of the response so far.

In addition, after an emergency safety re-
view, we’re putting in place aggressive new op-
erating standards for offshore drilling. And I’ve
appointed a bipartisan commission to look into
the causes of this spill. If laws are inadequate,
laws will be changed. If oversight was lacking, it
will be strengthened. And if laws were broken,
those responsible will be brought to justice.

Now, over the last few days, BP has placed a
cap over the well, and it appears they’re making
some progress in trying to pump oil to the sur-
face to keep it from leaking into the water. But
as has been the case since the beginning of this
crisis, we’re prepared for the worst, even if we
hope that BP’s efforts bring better news than
we’ve received before. We also know that re-
gardless of the outcome of this attempt, there
will still be some slippage [spillage]* until the
relief wells are completed. And there will con-
tinue to be a massive cleanup ahead of us.
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These are hard times in Louisiana and
across the Gulf Coast, an area that’s seen more
than its fair share of trouble. But what I’ve
seen are communities absolutely determined
to fight through this disaster as they have be-
fore, to preserve not just a way to make a liv-
ing, but a way of life.

And we will fight alongside them, until the
awful damage that has been done is reversed,
people are back on their feet, and the great
natural bounty of the Gulf Coast is restored.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:15 p.m. on June 4 at Camardelle’s
Live Bait and Boiled Seafood in Grand Isle,
LA, for broadcast on June 5. The transcript
was made available by the Office of the Press
Secretary on June 4, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on June 5. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of this address.

Remarks on the Nomination of James R. Clapper, Jr., To Be Director of
National Intelligence
June 5, 2010

The President. Good morning, everybody.
As President, I have no higher priority than
the safety and security of the American peo-
ple. And in an interconnected world where
dangers can emerge suddenly, we have to pro-
tect ourselves against the full range of threats,
from a terrorist network bent on striking our
homeland to nations and violent extremists
seeking weapons of mass destruction to trans-
national threats such as cybercriminals and
narcotraffickers.   

To keep America safe, my administration is
strengthening and integrating every element
of our national power: military and economic;
diplomacy and development; homeland secu-
rity, law enforcement, and intelligence. And
this final element, timely, accurate intelli-
gence, is uniquely important because it is criti-
cal to all the others. 

Now, as President, I also depend on the
best available intelligence for daily decisions
that I make every day. In particular, I depend
on the Director of National Intelligence. As
DNI, Dennis Blair continued the extraordi-
nary service that defined his entire career.
During his tenure, our intelligence community
became more integrated and agile, and I will
always be grateful to Denny for his sense of
purpose and his sense of service.

Today I am proud to announce my choice
for the next Director of National Intelligence,

James Clapper. With four decades of service
to America, Jim is one of our Nation’s most ex-
perienced and most respected intelligence
professionals.

As Under Secretary of Defense for Intelli-
gence, he has successfully overseen the mili-
tary and civilian intelligence personnel and
budgets that make up the bulk of our 16-agen-
cy intelligence community. He’s improved in-
formation sharing, increased intelligence sup-
port to our troops in Afghanistan and Iraq, up-
held civil liberties, and he played a key role in
our effort to update and reorient our intelli-
gence community to meet the threats of our
time.

As Director of two critical organizations, the
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency and
the Defense Intelligence Agency, and during a
distinguished career in the Air Force, Jim de-
veloped an intimate understanding of our hu-
man and technical collection programs. He
possesses a quality that I value in all my advis-
ers: a willingness to tell leaders what we need
to know, even if it’s not what we want to hear.
And Jim is a forceful champion of his fellow
intelligence professionals, never forgetting
what it was like to risk his own life during two
combat tours during the Vietnam war.

As DNI, Jim will be my principal intelli-
gence adviser and the leader of our intelli-
gence community. Our intelligence communi-

 * White House correction.
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