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ucts instead of us right here in the United
States. 

And that’s why the Recovery Act has been
making unprecedented investments in clean en-
ergy, spurring America’s businesses to build
some of the world’s largest wind and solar proj-
ects right here in the United States of America.
I said this once at a State of the Union Address:
America does not settle for second place. And
we’re going to make the investments to make
sure we are first in the future, not just in the
past. That’s got to be our priority. That’s why
we’re bringing high-speed Internet to ten thou-
sands of homes—tens of thousands of homes
and businesses and hospitals and schools. It’s
why Ray LaHood’s helping to lead a surge in
new investment in high-speed rail. That’s why
we’re investing in electronic medical records. 

A year ago, American businesses had just 2
percent of the market in the production of elec-
tric car batteries that power the vehicles of the
future. All these hybrid cars that have electric
batteries, those batteries were made someplace
else; we only had 2 percent of them. We made
investments in the Recovery Act, and by 2015,
U.S. companies are going to have 40 percent of
the global market. We have created an ad-
vanced battery manufacturing facility—facilities
right here in the United States that are going to
allow us to maintain that cutting edge.

From the very first railroads to the Interstate
Highway System, our Nation has always been
built to compete. And you know the history of
Ohio is a testament to that. Nearly two centu-
ries ago, our Nation’s first federally funded
highway, the National Road, was extended
across Ohio, bringing a generation of settlers

west to this new frontier and paving the way for
the automobile that would transform our land-
scape. 

And for our economy to thrive in this new
century, we’ve got to act with that same sense of
purpose and that same spirit of innovation.
That’s why the recovery is just beginning—just
the beginning of the investments we’re going to
have to make for years on our infrastructure.
It’s just the beginning of the work of increasing
our mobility and our productivity, reducing
congestion, reducing pollution, creating good
jobs that can’t be shipped overseas. 

Because we know what we can achieve when
we act boldly and invest wisely. We’re seeing it
right here in this community. We see it in this
hospital and the depths of its commitment to
this city. We see it in the city leaders who saw a
need and an opportunity in this neighborhood
and decided to act. We see it in the folks right
here who are ready to get to work building this
road and providing their—providing for their
families. And I’m confident that we’ll soon see it
in new families and businesses that are calling
this area home.

It is with that vision of a brighter future—for
this city and for the country—that we begin this
project, and I am looking forward to seeing all
that you achieve in the years and months to
come.

So thank you. Congratulations for the great
work you guys are doing. God bless you, and
God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. at the
construction site located at the intersection of
Parsons and Livingston Avenues.

Statement on the 65th Birthday of Aung San Suu Kyi
June 18, 2010

I wish to convey my best wishes to Aung San
Suu Kyi, the world’s only imprisoned Nobel
Peace Laureate, on the occasion of her 65th
birthday on June 19. Her determination, cour-
age, and personal sacrifice in working for hu-
man rights and democratic change in Burma in-
spire all of us who stand for freedom and jus-
tice. I once again call on the Burmese Govern-
ment to release Aung San Suu Kyi and all

political prisoners immediately and uncondi-
tionally and to allow them to build a more sta-
ble, prosperous Burma that respects the rights
of all its citizens. Towards this end, I encourage
all stakeholders in Burma to engage in genuine
dialogue towards national reconciliation, a vital
step to set Burma on a more positive course for
the future.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal
Year 2011 Budget Amendments 
June 18, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Budget amendments for
the Departments of Agriculture, Commerce,
Defense, Homeland Security, Housing and
Urban Development, Labor, State and Other
International Programs, Transportation, and
the Treasury, as well as the Small Business Ad-
ministration, District of Columbia, Institute of
Museum and Library Services, Northern Bor-
der Regional Commission, and Southeast
Crescent Regional Commission. These
amendments would not increase the proposed
totals in my FY 2011 Budget.

In addition, this transmittal contains FY
2011 amendments for the Legislative Branch.
As a matter of comity between branches, these

appropriations requests of the Legislative
Branch are transmitted without change.

Moreover, provided for your consideration
is a FY 2011 Budget amendment for the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA). This request would fund an initiative
to develop a plan to spur regional economic
growth and job creation along the Florida
Space Coast and other affected regions in fur-
therance of my Administration’s bold new
course for human space flight, which revitaliz-
es NASA and transitions to new opportunities
in the space industry and beyond.

The details of these requests are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

The President’s Weekly Address
June 19, 2010

At this moment, our Nation is facing a host
of big and difficult challenges. And more than
anything else, what’s required to meet those
challenges right now is a sense of cooperation
and common purpose among our leaders.
What we need is a willingness in Washington
to put the public’s interests first, a willingness
to score fewer political points so that we can
start solving more problems. 

That’s why I was disappointed this week to
see a dreary and familiar politics get in the way
of our ability to move forward on a series of
critical issues that have a direct impact on peo-
ple’s lives.

In the United States Senate, we have legis-
lation that would boost our economic recovery
and help Americans who’ve been affected by
the worst recession in generations. We’ve cer-
tainly made progress since we were losing
750,000 jobs per month around the time I took
office. Our economy is growing again, and
we’ve added jobs for 5 straight months, but

there are still millions of Americans out of
work and millions more who are struggling to
pay the bills. The legislation in the Senate
right now would extend unemployment bene-
fits to those workers who lost their job through
no fault of their own. It would provide relief to
struggling States that would help save the jobs
of thousands of teachers and cops and fire-
fighters. There are also provisions in this legis-
lation that would extend the tax credit for first-
time home buyers as well as tax cuts to keep
research and development jobs here in the
United States.

Unfortunately, the Republican leadership in
the Senate won’t even allow this legislation to
come up for a vote. And if this obstruction
continues, unemployed Americans will see
their benefits stop, teachers and firefighters
will lose their jobs, families will pay more for
their first home. 

All we ask for is a simple up-or-down vote.
That’s what the American people deserve. Just
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