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cial legal framework—I adopted a special law,
and we’re going to apply tax facilitation and also
introduce a number of regimes to provide for
better conditions of work. 

We are convinced that the U.S.-Russia eco-
nomic potential is great. At the same time, due
to the crisis and to the difficulties which we had
in our relations a certain time ago, this potential
has not been tapped. And the volume of invest-
ments do not responds to what we need. It is
evident that we want this volume to grow, both
investments of the United States into Russia
and vice versa, because it’s not a one-way road.
The economy is global, and we must create rea-
sonable rules of—and assist each other to over-
come different difficulties.

Recently, we signed a series of docu-
ments—we recently held an economic forum in
Russia and signed documents between U.S. and
Russian companies. Here we signed agree-
ments as well. This is a good sign. I am con-
vinced that in future, with my friend and part-
ner, President Barack Obama, we will control
this process—we will assist this process, be-
cause to my mind, this is a very important ele-
ment of our interstate relations.

We will work personally and in the frame-
work of the Presidential Commission estab-
lished a while ago, but we also pin our hopes on
an U.S.-Russia Business Dialogue established 2
years ago. We have representatives of this dia-
logue in this hall, and I’m very pleased that we
are interacting on this topic and that eventually

our joint projects will help us to overcome the
difficulties threatening our economies, the
world economy.

We still have to do a lot, to do a lot interna-
tionally and to do a lot with respect to our na-
tional legislations. President Obama is doing
great work. We understand how difficult this
work is, because each solution has both persons
who are in favor and who are against. But it is
evident that the world economy and the world
itself has changed. And we will have to change
the rules, although everybody present in this
hall are committed to modern economic ap-
proaches and are committed to a free market.

At the same time, we should understand that
the 21st century has come, and therefore, take
into consideration the global economic process-
es. Our cooperation should develop every year.
I believe that our cooperation is very promising,
and it’s very good that we met here again to dis-
cuss the future of U.S.-Russia business rela-
tions.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. at the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce. In his remarks, he
referred to Minister of Economic Development
Elvira S. Nabiullina of Russia; Russia’s Ambas-
sador to the U.S. Sergey I. Kislyak; and U.S.
Ambassador to Russia John R. Beyrle. President
Medvedev spoke in Russian, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Afghanistan
June 24, 2010

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation confirm our commitment to Af-
ghanistan becoming a peaceful, stable, demo-
cratic, neutral and economically self-sufficient
state, free of terrorism and narcotics, recogniz-
ing that further significant international support
will be needed to achieve this goal.

We take note of the significant contribution
to strengthening international stability which
has resulted from the successful implementa-
tion of the arrangements between the U.S. and

Russia and between Russia and NATO on
ground and air transit. In accordance with these
arrangements, over 320 flights have been car-
ried out, and over 41,000 personnel and over
9,000 rail containers of valuable cargo have
been transported in support of operations in Af-
ghanistan. We are considering the possibility of
expanding this cooperation by increasing the
volume of ground transit.

We unwaveringly follow our common obliga-
tions in the fight against the narcotics threat
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coming from the territory of Afghanistan,
which is undermining our shared and global
security. The June 9–10 International Forum
“Drug Production in Afghanistan” provided an
opportunity to discuss cooperation to counter
this threat. We reaffirm that the Counternar-
cotics Working Group of the U.S.-Russia Pres-
idential Commission is an important tool, and
express our commitment to expanding cooper-
ation, with an emphasis on interdiction of
channels for the delivery of narcotics and
chemical precursors for their production (in-
cluding by preventing their diversion, pursu-
ant to UN Security Coucil Resolution 1817);
activating information sharing; and reducing
illicit financial flows linked to the regional
drug trade. We will explore the possibility of
establishing counternarcotics cooperation be-
tween the Collective Security Treaty Organi-
zation (CSTO) and International Security As-
sistance Force (ISAF). We support a compre-
hensive approach for resolving the issue of de-
creasing the volume of narcotics grown in
Afghanistan, including by providing farmers
with alternatives to poppy cultivation as a
means of subsistence and providing continu-
ous assistance to Afghan-Government-led
counternarcotics efforts, including agriculture
development, interdiction, demand reduction
and eradication, as well as corresponding pub-
lic information.

We confirm the need for law enforcement
cooperation and express our readiness to assist
the Afghan Government to strengthen the ef-
fectiveness of the work of counternarcotics law
enforcement authorities, including by taking
part in their training and equipping. We in-
tend to develop various training programs for
counternarcotics service officials of countries
in the region under the auspices of the NATO-
Russia Council, including use of the Russian
Ministry of Interior’s (MOI) All-Russia Insti-
tute for Raising Staff Qualifications in Domod-
edovo. Within the framework of the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE), we will jointly review the possibility

of implementing in Central Asian countries a
series of projects to train Afghan border offi-
cials.

We support the establishment of American-
Russian cooperation in the interest of social-
economic development of Afghanistan, in par-
ticular in the area of restoration and recon-
struction of assets having key significance for
the Afghan economy.

We reaffirm our support for the Afghan
Government’s plans under the program of na-
tional reconciliation and reintegration to offer
an honorable place in Afghan society to those
who have decided to renounce violence, par-
ticipate in building a free and open society and
respect the Afghan Constitution, cut ties with
al-Qaeda and other terrorist groups, and are
prepared to pursue their political goals peace-
fully.

We are committed to further enhancing the
regime of sanctions provided for by UN Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1267 and successor
resolutions. Toward this goal, we will carefully
review each candidate for delisting from the
consolidated sanctions list on an individual ba-
sis. We also intend to add new names of spe-
cific individuals to the consolidated list on the
basis of existing criteria.

We welcome the planned transition of re-
sponsibilities for maintaining security in Af-
ghanistan to the Afghan National Security
Forces. Achieving this goal requires raising the
level of their operational capability to such an
extent that they will be able to independently
defend their country against internal and ex-
ternal threats. We affirm the need for interna-
tional support to strengthen the potential of
the Afghan National Security Forces. In this
context, Russia and the United States are
working on the possibility of assisting Afghan
security forces by supplying Russian-made he-
licopters and spare parts.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Counterterrorism Cooperation
June 24, 2010

Terrorism has emerged as one of the greatest
threats to global peace and security in the 21st
Century. Recent events this year in both of our
countries, including the tragic subway bomb-
ings in Moscow in March, the explosion in Stav-
ropol in May, the attempt to detonate a car
bomb in New York City’s Times Square in May,
and the unsuccessful bombing of a U.S. passen-
ger airliner in December 2009, all underscore
the crucial need to further expand counterter-
rorism cooperation between the United States
and the Russian Federation through joint ac-
tions in the areas of law enforcement, transpor-
tation security, intelligence sharing, terrorism
finance, counterterrorism technology, and with-
in the framework of multilateral fora.

Building on our already robust partnership
on counterterrorism which was reflected in the
results of the meeting of the Counterterrorism
Working Group of the U.S.-Russia Presidential
Commission on May 28, 2010, we pledged to-
day to take additional steps to safeguard the cit-
izens of our countries, and at the same time
safeguard civil liberties and fundamental free-
doms. Our military structures are considering
questions regarding the conduct of joint coun-
terterrorism exercises. Underscoring the com-
mitment to ensuring the safety of each coun-
try’s transportation systems, we are continuing
discussions aimed at concluding Memoranda of
Understanding on aviation security in order to
exchange aviation-related information and to al-
low joint airport assessments and air carrier in-
spections, and on sharing best practices in pub-
lic mass transportation security. We also
achieved a principle understanding to establish

an arrangement to allow air marshals to operate
on flights between our countries. We also aim
to jointly lead an effort within the Group of
Eight countries on the role and experiences of
victims and survivors of terrorism, while we
continue to work closely together within the
Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism,
a successful U.S.-Russia project created in
2006.

We reaffirmed our common view of the
threat to global security posed by al Qa’ida and
advocated continued cooperation to disrupt,
dismantle, and defeat al Qa’ida.

Identifying and isolating terrorists is integral
to our efforts. We welcomed Russia’s efforts to
update and enhance the implementation of the
sanctions regime under United Nations Securi-
ty Council Resolution 1822, and the decision by
the United States to list Doku Umarov of the
so-called “Caucasus Emirate” as a specially des-
ignated global terrorist under U.S. Executive
Order 13244. Under the auspices of the Presi-
dential Commission, our dialogue has added
depth to our understanding of ways to counter
violent extremism while enhancing respect for
human rights.

We are pleased with the cooperation we have
established to date in this area, and remain pre-
pared to explore further means to promote in-
ternational security, repel terrorist threats, pro-
tect the lives and rights of citizens, and bring
terrorists to justice.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Energy Efficiency
June 24, 2010

The President of the United States of Ameri-
ca and the President of the Russian Federation
have agreed upon a multifaceted initiative to
promote energy efficiency and the development

of clean energy technologies. As identified in
the Action Plan, agreed by the Presidential
Commission’s Energy Working Group, co-
chaired by Secretary of Energy Steven Chu and
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