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Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Counterterrorism Cooperation
June 24, 2010

Terrorism has emerged as one of the greatest
threats to global peace and security in the 21st
Century. Recent events this year in both of our
countries, including the tragic subway bomb-
ings in Moscow in March, the explosion in Stav-
ropol in May, the attempt to detonate a car
bomb in New York City’s Times Square in May,
and the unsuccessful bombing of a U.S. passen-
ger airliner in December 2009, all underscore
the crucial need to further expand counterter-
rorism cooperation between the United States
and the Russian Federation through joint ac-
tions in the areas of law enforcement, transpor-
tation security, intelligence sharing, terrorism
finance, counterterrorism technology, and with-
in the framework of multilateral fora.

Building on our already robust partnership
on counterterrorism which was reflected in the
results of the meeting of the Counterterrorism
Working Group of the U.S.-Russia Presidential
Commission on May 28, 2010, we pledged to-
day to take additional steps to safeguard the cit-
izens of our countries, and at the same time
safeguard civil liberties and fundamental free-
doms. Our military structures are considering
questions regarding the conduct of joint coun-
terterrorism exercises. Underscoring the com-
mitment to ensuring the safety of each coun-
try’s transportation systems, we are continuing
discussions aimed at concluding Memoranda of
Understanding on aviation security in order to
exchange aviation-related information and to al-
low joint airport assessments and air carrier in-
spections, and on sharing best practices in pub-
lic mass transportation security. We also
achieved a principle understanding to establish

an arrangement to allow air marshals to operate
on flights between our countries. We also aim
to jointly lead an effort within the Group of
Eight countries on the role and experiences of
victims and survivors of terrorism, while we
continue to work closely together within the
Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism,
a successful U.S.-Russia project created in
2006.

We reaffirmed our common view of the
threat to global security posed by al Qa’ida and
advocated continued cooperation to disrupt,
dismantle, and defeat al Qa’ida.

Identifying and isolating terrorists is integral
to our efforts. We welcomed Russia’s efforts to
update and enhance the implementation of the
sanctions regime under United Nations Securi-
ty Council Resolution 1822, and the decision by
the United States to list Doku Umarov of the
so-called “Caucasus Emirate” as a specially des-
ignated global terrorist under U.S. Executive
Order 13244. Under the auspices of the Presi-
dential Commission, our dialogue has added
depth to our understanding of ways to counter
violent extremism while enhancing respect for
human rights.

We are pleased with the cooperation we have
established to date in this area, and remain pre-
pared to explore further means to promote in-
ternational security, repel terrorist threats, pro-
tect the lives and rights of citizens, and bring
terrorists to justice.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Energy Efficiency
June 24, 2010

The President of the United States of Ameri-
ca and the President of the Russian Federation
have agreed upon a multifaceted initiative to
promote energy efficiency and the development

of clean energy technologies. As identified in
the Action Plan, agreed by the Presidential
Commission’s Energy Working Group, co-
chaired by Secretary of Energy Steven Chu and



June 24 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

870

Minister of Energy Sergey Shmatko, these ef-
forts will promote innovation in the U.S. and
Russian economies and assist in reducing na-
tional levels of carbon emissions through im-
plementing the most advanced technologies,
mobilizing financial resources, and facilitating
creative energy management solutions.

The centerpiece of this collaboration will be
the development of a pilot smart grid project
based on the most innovative technologies to
cut losses in electric power systems and re-
duce emissions. The project will match U.S.
and Russian cities implementing similar proj-
ects and will facilitate the sharing of best prac-

tices and technical information. The Action
Plan also provides for implementing energy
management and technical programs to im-
prove energy efficiency in U.S. and Russian
public sector buildings. In recognition of the
crucial role of the private sector, including
small and medium sized companies, in driving
innovation, the sides agreed to develop finan-
cial mechanisms to help create investment in-
centives to promote energy efficiency and
clean technologies.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Intercountry Adoption
June 24, 2010

We are convinced that all children have the
right to grow up in a family environment, in an
atmosphere of happiness, love and under-
standing. Many children throughout the world
are deprived of this natural right.

Every year, tens of thousands of children
find loving parents through adoptions, includ-
ing international adoptions. We honor those
who have the generosity to welcome adopted
children, in particular from other countries,
into their families.

However, tragic incidents involving chil-
dren adopted between our countries caused
by the adoptive parents underscore the impor-
tance of ensuring reliable protections for the
rights, safety, and well-being of adopted chil-
dren. We are committed to doing everything
in our power to achieve this.

In this regard, we have come to the conclu-
sion that it is necessary to conclude a legally
binding bilateral agreement on cooperation in
the field of intercountry adoption. At our di-
rection, experts from the United States and
Russia have already been actively working on a
draft, and they have informed us that they
have made considerable progress in fulfilling
this difficult task.

We will work together so that entry into
force of this agreement as soon as possible
would create an even stronger legal basis for
adoption in the interests of children and fami-
lies of both our countries.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on People-to-People Connections
June 24, 2010

The renewed relationship between the
United States and Russia depends not just on
the actions of our governments, but on the en-
ergy, creativity, and commitment of our two
peoples. Each year, thousands of Americans

and Russians now travel freely between our
countries, from athletes to artists, from scien-
tists to students. Thanks in part to the work of
the U.S.-Russia Presidential Commission,
Americans and Russians have more possibili-
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