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Minister of Energy Sergey Shmatko, these ef-
forts will promote innovation in the U.S. and
Russian economies and assist in reducing na-
tional levels of carbon emissions through im-
plementing the most advanced technologies,
mobilizing financial resources, and facilitating
creative energy management solutions.

The centerpiece of this collaboration will be
the development of a pilot smart grid project
based on the most innovative technologies to
cut losses in electric power systems and re-
duce emissions. The project will match U.S.
and Russian cities implementing similar proj-
ects and will facilitate the sharing of best prac-

tices and technical information. The Action
Plan also provides for implementing energy
management and technical programs to im-
prove energy efficiency in U.S. and Russian
public sector buildings. In recognition of the
crucial role of the private sector, including
small and medium sized companies, in driving
innovation, the sides agreed to develop finan-
cial mechanisms to help create investment in-
centives to promote energy efficiency and
clean technologies.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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We are convinced that all children have the
right to grow up in a family environment, in an
atmosphere of happiness, love and under-
standing. Many children throughout the world
are deprived of this natural right.

Every year, tens of thousands of children
find loving parents through adoptions, includ-
ing international adoptions. We honor those
who have the generosity to welcome adopted
children, in particular from other countries,
into their families.

However, tragic incidents involving chil-
dren adopted between our countries caused
by the adoptive parents underscore the impor-
tance of ensuring reliable protections for the
rights, safety, and well-being of adopted chil-
dren. We are committed to doing everything
in our power to achieve this.

In this regard, we have come to the conclu-
sion that it is necessary to conclude a legally
binding bilateral agreement on cooperation in
the field of intercountry adoption. At our di-
rection, experts from the United States and
Russia have already been actively working on a
draft, and they have informed us that they
have made considerable progress in fulfilling
this difficult task.

We will work together so that entry into
force of this agreement as soon as possible
would create an even stronger legal basis for
adoption in the interests of children and fami-
lies of both our countries.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.
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The renewed relationship between the
United States and Russia depends not just on
the actions of our governments, but on the en-
ergy, creativity, and commitment of our two
peoples. Each year, thousands of Americans

and Russians now travel freely between our
countries, from athletes to artists, from scien-
tists to students. Thanks in part to the work of
the U.S.-Russia Presidential Commission,
Americans and Russians have more possibili-
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ties to increase personal and professional con-
nections in business, research, education, cul-
ture, tourism and many other areas.

Over the past year, the Commission has
helped to significantly expand youth sports ex-
changes, university partnerships and cultural
programs, both in the United States and in Rus-
sia. Broadening of contacts among non-govern-
mental organizations and increasing collabora-
tion on timely issues for Americans and Rus-
sians have been two priorities of the Commis-
sion’s work. We have organized exhibits that
celebrate the achievements of our writers and
performing artists, and that recognize our
shared history. We are working together to fos-
ter academic excellence through increased ex-
changes among students, teachers, and re-
searchers, particularly in the fields of science
and technology. New technologies are playing a
role in these efforts to disseminate information
and ideas. Young people in both countries are

using new tools like You Tube to share creative
experiences and to exchange views on issues,
from the rule of law to modern dance.

Despite progress on many fronts, we recog-
nize that making personal connections is harder
than it should be for American and Russian rep-
resentatives in several Commission working
groups have raised the need to make proce-
dures for travel easier, particularly for business-
people and scientists. Both sides are committed
to seeking ways to facilitate travel between our
countries, consistent with the laws and regula-
tions of each country. By streamlining or clarify-
ing the requirements for travel, work, and
study, we hope to further strengthen the con-
nections between our peoples and energize the
relationship between our nations.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev
of Russia on Promotion and Implementation of Open Government
June 24, 2010

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation express their full support, com-
mitment, and agreement to collaborate, where
appropriate, to promote more open govern-
ment through dedicated efforts to increase
transparency, promote meaningful citizen par-
ticipation, and foster collaboration between
government and the private sector.

Creating a more open government in the
21st century will demonstrate a new spirit of
flexibility, innovation, and creativity. It will en-
tail greater use of new communications and e-
government technologies that will promote
greater participation by citizens, enhanced ac-
countability, and improved transparency for

both regulation and spending. This new ap-
proach is already reducing paperwork burdens,
promoting economic growth, cutting costs, and
heightening efficiency for the two governments
and the public at large.

As both countries implement their respective
plans for open government, we stand ready to
share experiences, collaborate on projects in
both our national interests, and work with other
countries around the globe that are instituting
similar reforms.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Russia’s Accession to the World Trade Organization
June 24, 2010

The United States and the Russian Federa-
tion reaffirm their deep mutual commitment to
Russia’s integration into the multilateral trading

system through Russian accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO). We welcome the
renewed energy towards completing this pro-
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