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ties to increase personal and professional con-
nections in business, research, education, cul-
ture, tourism and many other areas.

Over the past year, the Commission has
helped to significantly expand youth sports ex-
changes, university partnerships and cultural
programs, both in the United States and in Rus-
sia. Broadening of contacts among non-govern-
mental organizations and increasing collabora-
tion on timely issues for Americans and Rus-
sians have been two priorities of the Commis-
sion’s work. We have organized exhibits that
celebrate the achievements of our writers and
performing artists, and that recognize our
shared history. We are working together to fos-
ter academic excellence through increased ex-
changes among students, teachers, and re-
searchers, particularly in the fields of science
and technology. New technologies are playing a
role in these efforts to disseminate information
and ideas. Young people in both countries are

using new tools like You Tube to share creative
experiences and to exchange views on issues,
from the rule of law to modern dance.

Despite progress on many fronts, we recog-
nize that making personal connections is harder
than it should be for American and Russian rep-
resentatives in several Commission working
groups have raised the need to make proce-
dures for travel easier, particularly for business-
people and scientists. Both sides are committed
to seeking ways to facilitate travel between our
countries, consistent with the laws and regula-
tions of each country. By streamlining or clarify-
ing the requirements for travel, work, and
study, we hope to further strengthen the con-
nections between our peoples and energize the
relationship between our nations.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A. Medvedev
of Russia on Promotion and Implementation of Open Government
June 24, 2010

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation express their full support, com-
mitment, and agreement to collaborate, where
appropriate, to promote more open govern-
ment through dedicated efforts to increase
transparency, promote meaningful citizen par-
ticipation, and foster collaboration between
government and the private sector.

Creating a more open government in the
21st century will demonstrate a new spirit of
flexibility, innovation, and creativity. It will en-
tail greater use of new communications and e-
government technologies that will promote
greater participation by citizens, enhanced ac-
countability, and improved transparency for

both regulation and spending. This new ap-
proach is already reducing paperwork burdens,
promoting economic growth, cutting costs, and
heightening efficiency for the two governments
and the public at large.

As both countries implement their respective
plans for open government, we stand ready to
share experiences, collaborate on projects in
both our national interests, and work with other
countries around the globe that are instituting
similar reforms.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Russia’s Accession to the World Trade Organization
June 24, 2010

The United States and the Russian Federa-
tion reaffirm their deep mutual commitment to
Russia’s integration into the multilateral trading

system through Russian accession to the World
Trade Organization (WTO). We welcome the
renewed energy towards completing this pro-
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cess as soon as possible, which is in the clear
interest of both our nations, and that of the
global trading community. This is a trade poli-
cy priority for both nations.

Our governments will therefore both un-
dertake the most vigorous possible efforts in
the coming months—bilaterally and with oth-
er Members of the WTO—to build and sus-
tain the momentum towards completing the
remaining steps in this process. These steps
have been clearly identified. We have agreed
on approaches to resolve the small number of
outstanding bilateral accession issues. Based
on the significant progress achieved by our
teams, including agreement on the treatment
of state-owned enterprises, and provided that

Russia fully implements the mutually agreed
upon action plan for bringing Russian legisla-
tion into compliance with WTO requirements,
we aim to settle these issues by September 30.

The United States commits itself to offering
the Russian Federation its full support and
best advice in the WTO accession process.
The Russian Federation, meanwhile, commits
to a government-wide effort to accelerate the
adoption of measures that bring the country
into conformity with WTO norms, in keeping
with customary procedures for accession to
the WTO.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on Strategic Stability
June 24, 2010

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation are committed to continuing
the development of a new strategic relation-
ship based on mutual trust, openness, predict-
ability, and cooperation by following up on the
successful negotiation of the Treaty on Mea-
sures for the Further Reduction and Limita-
tion of Strategic Offensive Arms, which is fo-
cused on the reduction of strategic offensive
arms and provides a basis for consideration of
further mutually beneficial measures.

They have submitted the Treaty on Mea-
sures for the Further Reduction and Limita-
tion of Strategic Offensive Arms to the Senate
of the United States of America and the State
Duma of the Federal Assembly of the Russian
Federation, and plan to coordinate closely on

their respective efforts to secure its prompt
ratification and entry into force.

In addition, the Arms Control and Interna-
tional Security Working Group of the U.S.-
Russia Bilateral Presidential Commission
plans to discuss potential ways to promote
strategic stability and a more transparent stra-
tegic relationship. The United States and the
Russian Federation are also committed to
working with all our partners this year to
strengthen the conventional arms control re-
gime in Europe, and modernize it for the 21st
century.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Dmitry A.
Medvedev of Russia on a Strategic Partnership in Innovation
June 24, 2010

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation, recognizing the growing role
of technological innovation in the economies
of both countries, as well as the importance of
bilateral cooperation in this area, express their
intent to begin new and dedicated efforts to

promote collaboration in the areas of develop-
ment of civil technologies, open standards, and
innovation and technology policy. These col-
laborative measures will be made in equal
partnership and for mutual benefit and will
foster long term relationships in the areas of
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