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Remarks Prior to a Meeting With King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of
Saudi Arabia
June 29, 2010

President Obama. Hello, everybody. I want
to welcome His Majesty King Abdallah to the
White House, and I’m very pleased to be able
to return the extraordinary hospitality that he
showed me and my delegation when we visited
Saudi Arabia and when we visited His Majes-
ty’s farm.

Since that historic meeting that took place
65 years ago between Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt and His Majesty’s father, King Abdul
Aziz, we have had a strong and strategic rela-
tionship between the United States and Saudi
Arabia.

I always value His Majesty’s wisdom and in-
sights, and we have had a very productive ses-
sion speaking about a whole range of issues
that relate to both relations between our two
countries, but also issues of prosperity and se-
curity around the globe.

We talked about our joint interest and work
together in combating violent extremism. And
we talked about a range of strategic issues, in-
cluding issues related to Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, Iran and its attempts to develop nuclear
weapons capacity. We discussed the Middle
East peace process and the importance of
moving forward in a significant and bold way
in securing a Palestinian homeland that can
live side by side with a secure and prosperous
Israeli state.

As representatives of two G–20 countries,
we also continued the conversation that took
place this weekend about how the Saudi Gov-
ernment and the United States Government
can work with our other partners around the
world to keep the economic recovery going
and to help bring about the strong economic
growth that’s necessary to put people back to
work.

And we will continue to work together to
expand the people-to-people contacts, the ed-
ucational programs, the commercial ties, the
businesspeople who are working together in
both countries so that not only do our Govern-
ments remain strong partners but our people
are continually enriching both countries. 

So, Your Majesty, on behalf of the American
people, welcome. We appreciate your friend-
ship, and we appreciate your good counsel and
look forward to continuing to work together to
strengthen the strong bonds between our two
countries.

King Abdallah. Thank you very much, Mr.
President. I believe you have covered every-
thing and left nothing out in terms of our con-
versation.

Mr. President, I would like to share with
you the views that I have been hearing about
you from other—from around the world. You
are an honorable man, and you are a good
man. And I don’t say this in order to compli-
ment you. I say this because this is the truth as
I hear it from people around the world.

And I would like to say to the friendly
American people that the American people
are friends of Saudi Arabia and its people, and
they are friends of the Arab and Muslim peo-
ple, and they are also friends of humanity.

Mr. President, I would like to point to the
historic ties of friendship between our two na-
tions that began with the meeting that you
pointed to, the meeting between the late King
Abdul Aziz and the late Franklin Delano
Roosevelt. Over the past seven decades, the
relationship has grown stronger and broader
and deeper, and we appreciate all that you
personally have done to further broaden and
deepen and strengthen this relationship. And I
hope that you will be able to continue to work
with us on improving this relationship for
many more years.

Thank you, Mr. President, for a productive
meeting. I want to also thank our friends, the
American people. And I also would like to
thank our friends here in the media. May God
spare us from all of the bad things they can do
to us. [Laughter] And may God bless us with
all the positive things they can do for us and
for humanity.

President Obama. Well, that is an excellent
prayer. Thank you. Shukran.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:33 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. King Abdallah

spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were translat-
ed by an interpreter. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Bermuda-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters
June 29, 2010

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda relating to Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at Ham-
ilton on January 12, 2009. I also transmit, for
the information of the Senate, the report of the
Department of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States to more effectively counter
criminal activities. The Treaty should enhance
our ability to investigate and prosecute a wide
variety of crimes.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Under the Trea-

ty, the Parties agree to assist each other by,
among other things: producing evidence (such
as testimony, documents, or items) obtained
voluntarily or, where necessary, by compulsion;
arranging for persons, including persons in cus-
tody, to travel to the other country to provide
evidence; serving documents; executing search-
es and seizures; locating and identifying persons
or items; and freezing and forfeiting assets or
property that may be the proceeds or instru-
mentalities of crime.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty, and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 29, 2010.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Racine, Wisconsin
June 30, 2010

The President. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Everybody, have a seat, if you’ve got a
chair. [Laughter] Well, thank you so much.
Thank you, everybody. It’s great to see you. It’s
good to be back in Racine. It is great to be back
in this hall, because I don’t know if there was
anybody here who, when I was running for
President, came—we did a rally in this hall.
Must have—that’s like—is that 3 years ago?
Two? [Laughter] I did not have as much gray
hair back then. [Laughter] That I’m certain of.
Jim Doyle still had hair on his head. [Laughter]
That’s true.

I want to make some acknowledgements.
First of all, you got one of the best Governors in
the country and one of the most wonderful first
ladies; Jim Doyle and Jessica Doyle are here. I
want to acknowledge your outstanding and dy-

namic young mayor; John Dickert is here. You
know, I try not to meddle in local politics, but
you got a Milwaukee mayor who might make a
really good Governor; Tom Barrett is here.
State Treasurer Dawn Marie Sass is here. And
State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tony Evers is here.

I also want to thank Bishop Darrell Hines for
doing the invocation, Justine Boerger for doing
the pledge, and Staff Sergeant Emily Russell,
who’s with the Wisconsin National Guard and
sang our national anthem. Give them a big
round of applause. Thank you. Thank you.

So it is great to be back in the Mid-
west—even if it’s just for a day—especially on a
day like today. I was trying to tell somebody that
weather in the Midwest is always like this.
[Laughter] You know, lakes all calm and blue.
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