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Remarks Honoring the Women’s Professional Soccer Champion Sky Blue FC
July 1, 2010

The President. Well, hello. Welcome to the
White House. Congratulations to Sky Blue on
winning your first Women’s Professional Soccer
championship. Congratulations. Give them a
big round of applause. 

I want to recognize the mayor of Piscataway,
Brian Wahler, who’s with us here today.
Where’s Brian? Hey, he’s got the video camera
going on.

I want to thank the six players who took part
in the WPS All-Star Game yesterday and rear-
ranged their travel plans so they could be in
Washington here today. We’re glad you could
make it. Thank you. 

This is a pretty exciting time for soccer in
America. We’ve all been glued to our TVs over
the last couple of weeks as the men’s team
made their run at the World Cup. I know my
staff, by the way, was watching when the U.S.
beat Algeria, because I could hear them whoop-
ing it up as I was having important meetings in
the Oval Office. [Laughter] Malia’s team did
very well this summer, which I think is also im-
portant to know. [Laughter] And today it’s an
honor to welcome the first-ever champions of
the Women’s Professional Soccer league to the
White House.

Now, I know there were some bumps in the
road for this team last season. They dealt with
multiple coaching changes. They squeaked into
the playoffs at the last minute. And then they
had to play three games on the road in 8 days to
win it all.

But this team came together when it count-
ed. No matter what obstacles they faced, no
matter what disappointments and distractions
they had to deal with, they had each other’s
backs, and they stayed focused on their ultimate
goal. That’s what teams do. They work hard.
This team loves being an underdog, and in the
end, that made all the difference.

I know she’s probably sick of hearing that sto-
ry, but I have to single out your captain, Chris-
tie Rampone. Where’s Christie? This is very im-
pressive. This impresses me. After Sky Blue
won the championship last season, Christie’s

teammates tried to get her to take a celebratory
drink with them in the locker room and she had
to turn it down because she was almost 3
months pregnant. That’s really impressive.
[Laughter]

Christie didn’t want it to be a distraction, and
so she had been waiting until the season was
over to tell her teammates. After all, she said,
“We can’t have the trophy taken away for having
11½  women on the field.” [Laughter] Is it going
to be a girl? Do we know? 

Sky Blue FC Team Captain Christie Ram-
pone. Yes.

The President. Okay, well, there you go.
Today, Christie is the mother of two beauti-

ful daughters, including—so Reece already
came, she showed up. 

Ms. Rampone. Yes. She’s here.
The President. Where is she? Where is she? 
Ms. Rampone. She’s right there.
The President. Hey, oh, she’s precious.

[Laughter] Yes. She looks a little hungry,
though. [Laughter] So Reece is going to be 4
months old next week. And in the meantime,
Christie is already back in the lineup helping
her teammates chase another title.

Now, even though Christie’s story is unique,
her dedication is not. The women on this team
aren’t playing for fame or fortune. They are
spending countless hours in the gym and on the
practice field because they recognize a rare op-
portunity to do the thing that they love. They
believe in using their God-given talent to in-
spire the next generation to reach a little higher
and work a little harder. 

And that sense of responsibility also extends
off the pitch. I’m pleased that the WPS is creat-
ing a program called “Get Active!” that will
sponsor three-on-three soccer tournaments and
help young people learn about the importance
of living healthy, active lives. Obviously, this is
an issue that the First Lady, Michelle, is talking
about all across the country, and so I want to
thank this league for joining the cause. 

Today, nearly 14 million children in America
play soccer; 40 percent of them are girls. And as
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the father of one of them, I want to say a special
thanks to this group, and to all the women who
came before them, for serving as such outstand-
ing role models. Together, you’ve changed the
way our young women look at themselves,
you’ve expanded the realm of what they believe
is possible, and for that, we all owe you a great
debt of gratitude.

So congratulations on your championship,
and best of luck this season. 

All right, I think they’re going to pull this out
and then we’re going to take some pictures,
okay? Oh, but I’ve got my jersey—yes, okay.
[Laughter] I’ve got to have my jersey. 

Ms. Rampone. First, before we take a photo,
we would like to present this to you on behalf of
Sky Blue FC professional soccer.

The President. And it is sky blue, by the way.
[Laughter] That’s very nice. 

Ms. Rampone. A perfect color for you. It
matches your tie. Looking good. [Laughter]

The President. I might have to get in the
weight room a little bit before I wear this.
[Laughter] Thank you very—come on, and I’ll
hold it while we’re taking our picture.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:01 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. 

Remarks on Signing the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and
Divestment Act of 2010
July 1, 2010

Thank you. Please have a seat, everybody.
Good evening, everybody. As President, one of
my highest national security priorities is to pre-
vent the spread of nuclear weapons. That’s why
my administration has aggressively pursued a
comprehensive agenda of nonproliferation and
nuclear security. 

Leading by example, we agreed with Russia
to reduce our nuclear arsenals through the new
START Treaty, and I’ve urged the Senate to
move forward with ratification this year. And
with allies and partners, we’ve strengthened the
global nonproliferation regime, including the
cornerstone of our efforts, the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Now, in the entire world, there is only one
signatory to the NPT—only one—that has been
unable to convince the International Atomic
Energy Agency that its nuclear program is for
peaceful purposes—one nation—and that na-
tion is Iran. For years, the Iranian Government
has violated its commitments, defied United
Nations Security Council resolutions, and
forged ahead with its nuclear program, all while
supporting terrorist groups and suppressing the
aspirations of the Iranian people.

Since taking office, I’ve made it clear that the
United States was prepared to begin a new
chapter of engagement with the Islamic Repub-

lic of Iran. We offered the Iranian Government
a clear choice: It could fulfill its international
obligations and realize greater security, deeper
economic and political integration with the
world, and a better future for all Iranians, or it
could continue to flout its responsibilities and
face even more pressure and isolation. 

To date, Iran has chosen the path of defi-
ance. That’s why we have steadily built a broad-
er and deeper coalition of nations to pressure
the Iranian Government. Last month, we joined
with our partners at the U.N. Security Council
to pass the toughest and most comprehensive
multilateral sanctions that the Iranian Govern-
ment has ever faced. And I want to specifically
single out our tireless—and I mean tireless—
Ambassador to the United Nations, Susan Rice,
for all—for her terrific accomplishment.

As I said last month, we are going to make
sure that these sanctions are vigorously en-
forced. At the same time, we’ll work with our al-
lies and friends to refine and enforce our own
sanctions on Iran. And that’s exactly what we’ve
been doing. Here in the United States, thanks
to the efforts of my Treasury Secretary, Tim
Geithner, and Under Secretary Stuart Levey—
[applause]—they have been terrific on this ef-
fort; Stuart’s been just outstanding—we have
imposed sanctions against more institutions,
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