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Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Srebrenica Genocide
July 11, 2010

On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of
the genocide at Srebrenica and on behalf of the
United States, I join my voice with those who
are gathered to mourn a great loss and to reflect
on an unimaginable tragedy.

Fifteen years ago today, despite decades of
pledges of “never again,” 8,000 men and boys
were murdered in these fields and hills. They
were brothers, sons, husbands, and fathers, and
they all became victims of genocide. I have said,
and I believe, that the horror of Srebrenica was
a stain on our collective conscience. We honor
their memories and grieve with their families as
many of them are laid to rest here today. They
were people who sought to live in peace and
had relied on the promise of international pro-
tection, but in their hour of greatest need, they
were left to fend for themselves. Only those of
you who suffered through those days, who lost
loved ones, can comprehend the unspeakable
horror. You have carried this burden and live
with pain and loss every moment of your lives.

This atrocity galvanized the international
community to act to end the slaughter of civil-
ians, and the name Srebrenica has since served
as a stark reminder of the need for the world to
respond resolutely in the face of evil. For 15
years, the United States has joined with you to
foster peace and reconciliation in this troubled
land. We recognize that there can be no lasting

peace without justice, and we know that we will
all be judged by the efforts we make in pursuit
of justice for Srebrenica’s victims and those who
mourn them. Justice must include a full ac-
counting of the crimes that occurred, full iden-
tification and return of all those who were lost,
and prosecution and punishment of those who
carried out the genocide. This includes Ratko
Mladic, who presided over the killings and re-
mains at large. The United States calls on all
governments to redouble their efforts to find
those responsible, to arrest them, and to bring
them to justice. In so doing, we will honor Sre-
brenica’s victims and fulfill our moral and legal
commitments to end impunity for crimes of
such awful magnitude.

We have a sacred duty to remember the cru-
elty that occurred here and to prevent such
atrocities from happening again. We have an
obligation to victims and to their surviving fami-
ly members. And we have a responsibility to fu-
ture generations all over the globe to agree that
we must refuse to be bystanders to evil; when-
ever and wherever it occurs, we must be pre-
pared to stand up for human dignity.

May God bless you all, and may God bless
the memory of all those who rest here.

NOTE: The statement referred to former Bos-
nian Serb army commander Ratko Mladic.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Leonel Fernandez Reyna of the
Dominican Republic
July 12, 2010

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Good
afternoon. President Fernandez and I just had
an excellent conversation. We first met and, I
think, forged a good working relationship and
friendship at the Summit of the Americas last
year. And we have built on that relationship, as
have our respective administrations, on a whole
host of issues.

We had a wide-ranging discussion. One of
the first messages I wanted to deliver was my

appreciation for the role that the Dominican
Republic played in helping the international
community respond to the crisis in Haiti after
the devastating earthquake there. And I think
that the Dominican Republic’s role, President
Fernandez’s role in particular, in helping to fa-
cilitate a rapid response was extraordinarily im-
portant. It saved lives, and it continues, as we
look at how we can reconstruct and rebuild in
Haiti in a way that is good not only for the
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people of Haiti, but also good for the region as a
whole.

That was just one example of the leadership
that President Fernandez has shown. He and
his Government have been extremely helpful in
resolving the political crisis that existed in Hon-
duras. And we discussed ways that we can man-
age that process so that Honduras can once
again be fully integrated into the regional
groupings and organizations and—in a way that
is respectful of democracy, and we coordinated
closely between our two countries on that issue.

We discussed the critical issue of drug traf-
ficking and crime and how that has the potential
to be destabilizing throughout the region. And
we have already seen great cooperation be-
tween our countries through the Caribbean Ba-
sin Security Initiative, but more needs to be
done. And so President Fernandez and I dis-
cussed how we can do a better job coordinating
through multinational groupings to address
what is a scourge on so many countries. And
that involves us dealing both with the supply side
of the equation, but also the demand side. And
as I’ve said before in conversations, for example,
with President Calderon in Mexico, we here in
the United States have an important obligation
to make sure that we are dealing with the de-
mand of drugs. There are also cross-border flows
that involve guns and weapons and cash. So the
problem involves all of us, and if we’re going to
solve it, we’re going to have to work coordinating
together.

And we also talked about how working to-
gether we can expand trade opportunities, com-
mercial opportunities, business opportunities.
One area that I expressed to the President that
is of particular interest to me is clean energy.
Last year, when I met with President Lula of
Brazil, I noted that Brazil had made enormous
progress around clean energy, sugarcane-
based ethanol, the possibilities of real energy
independence in the region. I think those same
opportunities exist for the Dominican Republic.
And President Fernandez and I discussed how
we can work more closely together around en-
ergy security issues, something that my admin-
istration is very interested in partnering with

Central American and Latin American coun-
tries to work on.

So the main message I have to the people of
the Dominican Republic is thank you for your
friendship. I think the American people appre-
ciate greatly the bonds between our two coun-
tries, bonds that express themselves obviously
in our extraordinary Dominican population,
Dominican American population, that we have
here in this country. And obviously, I’ve got to
note that we got some pretty good baseball
players here from the Dominican Republic.

President Fernandez. Yes, sir.
President Obama. But for some reason I’ve

got a lot of Red Sox fans here, so they keep on
talking about Ortiz, but I’m a White Sox guy.

But, Mr. President, welcome. Thank you for
your friendship. And we look forward to a long
and constructive relationship between not only
our countries but our two governments.

President Fernandez. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. Well, first of all, I would like to thank
President Obama for extending an invitation to
come here to the White House and speak on is-
sues that are of mutual interest for the U.S.
Government and for the Dominican Republic.
As the President has indicated, we have agreed
on several issues, some bilateral issues between
the U.S. and the Dominican Republic, and also
on regional issues.

We do appreciate, Mr. President, that with
all you have on your agenda, with all the inter-
national issues, with all the crises, with the eco-
nomic situation that’s affecting worldwide, you
have put on your agenda the Caribbean, Latin
America, and the Dominican Republic. I think
this is evidence that you do have an interest for
the region and the problems that affect not only
the Dominican Republic, but the region as a
whole.

As you have indicated, one of our major con-
cerns has to do with drug trafficking, with trans-
national crime, with violence related to all these
criminal activities. I think that the Caribbean
Basin Security Initiative has been the right path
forward. I commend you for that, Mr. Presi-
dent. And I think now we should move into a
more collaborative environment with the other
Caribbean nations, Central America, and Mexi-
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co. It is only by coordinating our efforts that we
can really defeat this epidemic that has become
overwhelming to all of our countries. And what-
ever we can do from the supply side, as you
said, or the demand side, will be of great signifi-
cance for the safety and security of our people.

Other issues, like you said, related to clean
energy, we’re working on that in the Dominican
Republic with wind energy and with the poten-
tial production of ethanol in our country. We’ll
move on also with trade. We have a free trade
agreement between both of our countries, of
which we have not benefited fully because of
the global financial crisis and how it has affected
trade. But we can look into the future hopefully
that we will increase our trade activities and

more investment coming from the U.S. into the
Dominican Republic.

So once again, Mr. President, I thank you for
your friendship, I thank you for your vision, for
your leadership, and for your commitment to
the region and the Dominican Republic.

President Obama. Thank you very much.
Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to David “Big Papi” Americo Ortiz,
designated hitter, Boston Red Sox. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal
Year 2011 Budget Amendments
July 12, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
amendments to Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 proposals
in my FY 2011 Budget for the Department of
Commerce. 

Included are amendments that would sup-
port efforts to reduce backlogs in processing
patent applications—by spurring innovation
and reforming U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice operations to make them more effective—
and assure the continuation of efforts to admin-
ister and oversee grants awarded under the
Broadband Technology Opportunity Program.

The amounts requested for these amendments
would be fully offset by a proposed cancellation
of FY 2010 unobligated balances from within
the Department of Commerce’s Census Bu-
reau. The proposed budget authority totals for
FY 2010 in my FY 2011 Budget would not be
affected by these amendments. 

The details of this request are set forth in the
enclosed letter from the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks on the Nomination of Jacob J. “Jack” Lew To Be Director of the
Office of Management and Budget
July 13, 2010

Good afternoon. Before I begin, I just want
to note a breakthrough that we’ve had on our
efforts to pass the most comprehensive reform
of Wall Street since the Great Depression.
Three Republican Senators have put politics
and partisanship aside to support this reform,
and I’m grateful for their decision, as well as all
the Democrats who’ve worked so hard to make

this reform a reality, particularly Chairman
Dodd and Chairman Barney Frank. 

What members of both parties realize is that
we can’t allow a financial crisis like this one that
we just went through to happen again. This re-
form will prevent that from happening. It will
prevent a financial crisis like this from happen-
ing again by protecting consumers against the
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