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or religion, color or creed. And in the 45 years
since it was passed, the Act has been reaffirmed
four times, each one a reminder that we must
remain vigilant in guaranteeing access to the
ballot box.

As we pause to reflect on the anniversary of
that historic moment, I encourage every Ameri-

can to honor the legacy of the brave men and
women who came before us, from the foot sol-
diers to the Freedom Riders, by exercising the
rights they fought so hard to guarantee. And to-
gether let us recommit ourselves, in ways large
and small, to continuing their journey to pro-
mote equality and perfect our Union.

The President’s Weekly Address
August 7, 2010

Forty-five years ago, we made a solemn com-
pact as a nation that senior citizens would not go
without the health care they need. This is the
promise we made when Medicare was born.
And it’s the responsibility of each generation to
keep that promise.

That’s why a report issued this week by the
trustees who oversee Medicare was such good
news. According to this report, the steps we
took this year to reform the health care system
have put Medicare on a sounder financial foot-
ing. Reform has actually added at least a dozen
years to the solvency of Medicare, the single
longest extension in history, while helping to
preserve Medicare for generations to come.

We’ve made Medicare more solvent by going
after waste, fraud, and abuse, not by changing
seniors’ guaranteed benefits. In fact, seniors are
starting to see that because of health reform,
their benefits are getting better all the time.

Seniors who fall into the doughnut hole, the
gap in Medicare Part D drug coverage, are eli-
gible right now for a $250 rebate to help cover
the cost of their prescriptions. Now, I know for
people facing drug costs far higher than that,
they need more help. So starting next year, if
you fall in the doughnut hole, you’ll get a 50-
percent discount on the brand-name medicine
you need. And in the coming years, this law will
close the doughnut hole completely once and
for all.

Already, we’ve put insurance companies on
notice that we have the authority to review and
reject unreasonable rate increases for Medicare
Advantage plans. And we’ve made it clear to the
insurers that we won’t hesitate to use this au-
thority to protect seniors.

Beginning next year, preventive care, includ-
ing annual physicals, wellness exams, and tests
like mammograms, will be free for seniors as
well. That will make it easier for folks to stay
healthy. But it will also mean that doctors can
catch things earlier, so treatment may be less in-
vasive and less expensive.

And as reform ramps up in the coming years,
we expect seniors to save an average of $200 per
year in premiums and more than $200 each year
in out of pocket costs too.

This is possible in part through reforms that
target waste and abuse and redirect those re-
sources to where they’re supposed to go: our se-
niors. We’re already on track to cut improper
payments in half, including money that goes to
criminals who steal taxpayer dollars by setting
up insurance scams and other frauds. And we
won’t stop there, because by preventing the loss
of these tax dollars, we can both address the
runaway costs of Medicare and improve the
quality of care seniors receive, and we can crack
down on those who prey on seniors and take ad-
vantage of people.

So we are no longer accepting business as
usual. We’re making tough decisions to meet
the challenges of our time. And as a result,
Medicare is stronger and more secure. That’s
important, because Medicare isn’t just a pro-
gram. It’s a commitment to America’s seniors
that after working your whole life, you’ve
earned the security of quality health care you
can afford. As long as I am President, that’s a
commitment this country is going to keep.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:45 p.m. on August 6 in the Map Room
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at the White House for broadcast on August 7.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 6, but was em-

bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on August 7.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks Honoring the 2010 Super Bowl Champion New Orleans Saints
August 9, 2010

Well, welcome, everybody. Please have a
seat. Have a seat. It is wonderful to see all of
you. Welcome, and congratulations to the 2009
[2010]* Super Bowl champions, the New Or-
leans Saints.

I want to start by recognizing some folks in
my administration who are big fans of this team:
Lisa Jackson from the EPA; Secretary Donovan
from HUD; Craig Fugate from FEMA. We’ve
got a few very proud Members of Congress with
us: Senator Mary Landrieu and Representative
Steve Scalise are in the house.

Congratulations to the owner, Tom Benson,
who has led this team through times that would
test anybody, and General Manager Mickey
Loomis for building this extraordinary champi-
onship squad.

Congratulations to your outstanding head
coach, Sean Payton, who’s done just great work.
I must point out, Sean is a Chicago guy—
[laughter]—I’m just saying—[laughter]—by
way of Naperville. You’ve got to be tough to be
a Chicago guy. I make some tough decisions ev-
ery day, but I never decided on an onside
kick—[laughter]—in the second half of the Su-
per Bowl. That I—that took some guts. Were
you okay with that? Did he check off with you?
[Laughter] Yes. I’m glad that thing went all
right. [Laughter]

Coach Payton led this team to a remarkable
season: 13–0 start, a franchise record for wins; a
heck of an overtime win in the NFC Champion-
ship; and then, after falling behind in the Super
Bowl, with the onside kick, huge second half,
Tracy Porter’s interception guaranteeing that
the Lombardi Trophy would go to the city of
New Orleans for the very first time. It was an
unbelievable moment.

I want to congratulate the Super Bowl MVP,
your quarterback, your captain, Drew Brees.
Now, I have to say, all of us were very excited
after the game. All my wife wanted to talk about
was Baylen, that little boy sitting with Drew,
and everybody going, “Aww”—[laughter]—
which—I’m just saying, you made a lot of fans
that day. [Laughter] Drew and his wife Brittany
are expecting their second child in October. So
congratulations to you both.

Drew threw six touchdowns in the opening
weekend, making it pretty clear that the Saints
were coming to play. And over the course of the
season, he set a new NFL record for accuracy,
completing more than 70 percent of his passes.
I have a few staffers who were thrilled to have
Drew on their fantasy team. [Laughter] So they
are grateful for that.

And by the way, this is not Drew’s first time
to the White House. Last year, we filmed a PSA
some of you may have seen, encouraging Amer-
ica’s youth to get 60 minutes of physical activity
every day. He tossed me a nice, tight spiral that
I then lateraled to a kid on DeMarcus Ware’s
shoulders. Now, I also want to point out, I beat
Troy Polamalu over the middle on that throw.
[Laughter] You remember. [Laughter] Yes, yes.
I mean, I’m not sure he was going top speed,
but—[laughter].

Finally, Drew’s agreed to serve as Cochair of
the new President’s Council on Fitness, Sports,
and Nutrition. And I want to thank all the play-
ers who put on a clinic earlier this morning with
children from the Boys and Girls Club as part of
the “Let’s Move!” and the NFL’s Play 60 pro-
gram. So thank you very much, guys, for partici-
pating in that.

 * White House correction.
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