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to stop those who would gamble your Social Se-
curity on Wall Street. Because you shouldn’t be
worried that a sudden downturn in the stock
market will put all you’ve worked so hard for, all
you’ve earned, at risk. You should have the
peace of mind of knowing that after meeting
your responsibilities and paying into the system
all your lives, you’ll get the benefits you de-
serve.

Seventy-five years ago today, Franklin Roos-
evelt made a promise. He promised that from
that day forward, we’d offer, “some measure of
protection to the average citizen and to his fam-
ily against . . . poverty-stricken old age.” That’s a

promise each generation of Americans has kept.
And it’s a promise America will continue to
keep so long as I have the honor of serving as
President. 

Thanks for listening. Thanks for watching.
And have a wonderful weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on August 13 in the Library at
the White House for broadcast on August 14.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 13, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on August
14.

Remarks at the United States Coast Guard Station Panama City in Panama
City Beach, Florida
August 14, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. It is a privilege
to be here in Panama City Beach with the men
and women of the United States Coast Guard. I
wanted to come here personally and express my
gratitude to you for the effort that you’ve waged
in response to the BP oil spill. And I know Mi-
chelle wanted to do the same, so we’re looking
forward to having a chance to shake hands with
you and thank you personally for this great work
that you’ve been doing day in, day out.

Michelle, just last month, was down in Mis-
sissippi, where she met folks from the Coast
Guard about the spill, and she had the chance
to christen the new cutter the Stratton.

The Coast Guard was the first on the scene,
immediately launching a search-and-rescue op-
eration for the missing. You were the first to
recognize that we were potentially looking at a
massive spill even before the rig collapsed and
the oil began to leak from the seafloor. And a
day and a half later, in a meeting with Thad Al-
len and others, I instructed the Coast Guard,
the Department of Homeland Security, and
other agencies to treat this response as their
number-one priority. And that’s exactly what all
of you have done.

Under the leadership of Admiral Allen, the
Coast Guard, along with other Federal agencies
and State and local governments, has directed

the largest response to an environmental disas-
ter in American history. The response has in-
cluded more than 7,000 vessels and more than
47,000 people on the ground. And I know that
two cutters, the Aspen and the Juniper, are here
in port this week, after tours skimming and per-
forming other recovery work. As I said before,
many of the folks here have toiled day and
night, spending weeks, even months, away from
their families to stop the leak, remove the oil,
and protect waters and coastline. So I want to
thank all those who continue to participate in
this effort.

I also want to make mention and thank Dr.
Steven Chu and our team of scientists assem-
bled from across Federal agencies, around the
country, and all over the world, who have been
working nonstop to kill the well once and for all.
This has not only been the biggest oil spill in
our history; it’s also been the most technologi-
cally complex. It pushed the boundaries of our
scientific know-how, as engineers wrestled with
a massive and unpredictable leak and faced set-
backs, faced complications, all in pitch-black
waters nearly a mile beneath the surface of the
Gulf.

Well, today the well is capped. Oil is no lon-
ger flowing into the Gulf. It has not been flow-
ing for a month. And I’m here to tell you that
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our job is not finished, and we are not going
anywhere until it is. That’s a message that I
wanted to come here and deliver directly to the
people along the Gulf Coast, because it’s the
men and women of this region who have felt the
burden of this disaster. They’ve watched with
anger and dismay as their livelihoods and their
way of life was threatened these past few
months. And that’s why I made a commitment
in my visits here that I was going to stand with
you not just until the well was closed, not just
until the oil was cleaned up, but until you have
fully recovered from the damage that’s been
done. And that is a commitment that my admin-
istration is going to keep.

That also is why my Secretary of the Navy,
Ray Mabus, is here. A former Governor of Mis-
sissippi, a son of the Gulf, he has been traveling
all across this region, gathering up information
and data to make sure that we are following
through on our commitments for rebuilding.

I reiterated this just now when I met with a
few small-business owners from the Panama
City area, along with Governor Charlie Crist,
and not only the mayors of this region, but also
some of the business owners who are affected,
folks like Captain Gary Jarvis, a charter boat op-
erator from Destin. Gary started fishing as a
deckhand back in 1978, and he’s been captain
for the past three decades, making his living on
the water. He’s lost fully half of his business be-
cause of the spill, though he’s been able to use
his boat as a vessel of opportunity to make some
money in the past few months. And he’s ex-
traordinarily knowledgeable about these waters,
being both a charter fisherman and a commer-
cial fisherman. And he had some terrific sugges-
tions about how, working with scientists from
NOAA and other Federal agencies, we can do
even more to make sure that we are monitoring
and maintaining and improving the fishing off
the coast of Florida and across the Gulf.

I also had a chance to speak to Lee Ann
Leonard, general manager of By the Sea Re-
sorts. She’s seen a big decline in tourism. June
wasn’t too bad, but July was tough. And she’s
now hoping that August, September, and Octo-
ber can help them rebound from what have
been significant losses.

I met with Carolyn Holman, who’s got two
commercial fishing boats and owns the Cap-
tain’s Table Fish House in Panama City Beach
with her husband. And I appreciated the
chance to sit down with them to hear firsthand
what they’ve been going through and to make
clear that we’re going to keep standing by them.
Part of the concern that Carolyn expressed was
the issue of seafood and our testing and making
sure that it’s safe. And we are all over that and
monitoring that carefully each and every day,
hopefully continuing to deliver good news as
the days go on. And I mentioned to her that we
already had some seafood in the White House.
When the New Orleans Saints came up, we had
a couple of po’ boys. So right now we’re feeling
pretty good.

I also want to recognize that Mayor Gayle
Oberst and Mayor Scott Clemons had some ter-
rific suggestions about how we might help to di-
versify the economies down here so that they’re
in a better position to, if we ever had a crisis
again, manage it, but more importantly, to pro-
vide more jobs and opportunity in this extraor-
dinary and beautiful region.

Now, I want to go over a couple of the steps
that we are going to be focused on over the next
several weeks. First and foremost, we’re going
to continue to monitor and remove any oil that
reaches the surface and clean up any oil that
hits the shore. As I mentioned, Gary has been
offering up his ship as a vessel of opportunity,
and he confirms what you’ve been seeing in the
news reports, which is there aren’t a lot of
patches out there that are visible right now. But
we’ve got to constantly anticipate that at any
given time you might see a patch of oil that
starts coming in, and we’ve got to be able to
capture that before it hits these beautiful
beaches around here.

As a result of the massive cleanup operation
that’s already taken place, a recent report by
our top scientists found that the majority of oil
has now evaporated or dispersed or it’s been
burned, skimmed, or recovered from the well-
head. And the dispersed oil is in the process of
degrading. But I will not be satisfied until the
environment has been restored, no matter how
long it takes.
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I also want to point out that as a result of the
cleanup effort, beaches all along the Gulf Coast
are clean, they are safe, and they are open for
business. That’s one of the reasons Michelle,
Sasha, and I are here. The Governor and the
mayors and others invited us down to enjoy the
beach and the water, to let our fellow Ameri-
cans know that they should come on down here.
It is spectacular. Not just to support the region;
come down here because it’s just a beautiful
place to visit.

Next, we’re going to continue testing fisher-
ies, and we’ll be reopening more areas for fish-
ing as tests show that the waters are safe. Al-
ready, more than 26,000 square miles were re-
opened at the end of July and another 5,000
were reopened earlier this week. I know this
takes some time, and it’s been incredibly hard
on the people who earn their living on the wa-
ter. Carolyn’s boats, for example, have had to
find different areas to fish that are further away
and require more fuel, so she’s been having to
make some decisions, maybe I don’t send out
my boat this time out. But their livelihoods, not
to mention the health of the people across this
country, obviously depends on making sure that
folks can trust the seafood coming from the
Gulf, trust that it’s safe, as it always has been.

And as I told Carolyn, we’ve already been en-
joying Gulf seafood, but we are going to keep
on monitoring this to make sure that every-
body’s favorite seafood from the Gulf and favor-
ite recipes are going to be treated—are going to
be just fine.

The third thing we’re focused on is claims.
When I came down to the Gulf previously, I
heard a lot of frustration about the way BP was
handling claims. So in June I met with BP’s ex-
ecutives, and in that meeting they agreed to put
aside $20 billion in a special fund to pay damag-
es. It’s being run by an independent overseer so
that people can trust that they’ll get a fair shake.
Now we need to make sure claims are pro-
cessed quickly, because many who have lost
their only source of income, they don’t have a
lot of leeway. They don’t have months to wait to
be compensated. The folks we just met with—
Lee Ann, Gary, Carolyn—they’ve all got out-
standing claims. So I want to be clear about this.

Any delay by BP or those managing the new
funds are unacceptable. And I will keep push-
ing to get these claims expedited.

Finally, I have charged, as I mentioned earli-
er, Ray Mabus to develop a long-term Gulf
Coast restoration plan as soon as possible. That
plan needs to come from the people in the Gulf,
which is why he’s been meeting with folks from
across the region to develop this plan of action.
That’s how we can ensure that we do everything
in our power to restore the environment and re-
verse the economic damage caused by the spill.

So with the closure of the well, we mark an
important milestone. But this is not the end of
the journey. And in completing the work ahead
I’m reminded of what I heard when I was in
Louisiana back in June. I spent time with folks
on Grand Isle, meeting with fishermen and
small-business owners and the town’s mayor,
David Camardelle. And he told me what his
friends and neighbors were going through. He
talked about how hard things had been. But he
also explained the way folks rallied to support
one another, he said, the people in this commu-
nity may not have a lot of money, but that didn’t
matter. “We help each other,” he said. “That’s
what we do.”

That’s what folks do for one another in the
Gulf. That’s what the Coast Guard has been do-
ing for folks in need. That’s what we do as
Americans. And my job is to make sure that we
live up to this responsibility, that we keep up
our efforts until the environment is clean, pol-
luters are held accountable, businesses and
communities are made whole, and the people of
the Gulf Coast are back on their feet.

So, to the men and women of the Coast
Guard, thank you again for your extraordinary
service. To the people here in the Gulf, we are
going to be standing by your side. And to Amer-
icans all across the country, come on down and
visit.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12 p.m. In his re-
marks, he referred to Adm. Thad W. Allen,
USCG (Ret.), in his capacity as national inci-
dent commander for the Deepwater Horizon
oil spill; Gov. Charles J. Crist, Jr., of Florida;
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Mayor Gayle Oberst of Panama City Beach, FL;
Mayor Scott Clemons of Panama City, FL; and
Special Master for TARP Executive Compensa-

tion Kenneth R. Feinberg, in his capacity as ad-
ministrator of the BP Deepwater Horizon oil
spill compensation fund. 

Remarks at ZBB Energy Corporation Manufacturing Facility in Menomonee
Falls, Wisconsin
August 16, 2010

Thank you very much. Everybody, please
have a seat. Thank you very much. It is wonder-
ful to be at ZBB Energy. And thanks for your
hospitality, and thanks for helping to build a fu-
ture.

I’ve got a couple of people I want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, your wonderful Governor and
first lady, Jim and Jessica Doyle, are here.
Please give them a big round of applause. We
got somebody who is fighting on behalf of Wis-
consin families each and every day, Russ Fein-
gold, your wonderful U.S. Senator, a great
friend and somebody who has been really doing
great work over her first couple of years in Con-
gress, Congresswoman Gwen Moore. Please
give her a big round of applause. And thank
you, Eric, for the wonderful tour that you pro-
vided to us. Please give Eric Apfelbach a big
round of applause, CEO of ZBB. 

Now, it is great to be here. I just had a
chance to see some of the batteries that you’re
manufacturing and talk to a few of the men and
women who are building them. And the reason
I’m here today is because at this plant, you’re
doing more than just making high-tech batter-
ies; you’re pointing the country towards a
brighter economic future.

Now, that’s not easy. We’ve been through a
terrible recession, the worst that we’ve seen
since the Great Depression. And this recession
was the culmination of a decade that fell like a
sledge hammer on middle class families. For
the better part of 10 years, people were seeing
stagnant incomes and sluggish growth and sky-
rocketing health care costs and skyrocketing tu-
ition bills, and people were feeling less secure
economically.

And few parts of the economy were hit hard-
er than manufacturing. Over the last 10 years,
the number of people working in manufactur-

ing shrank by a third. And that left millions of
skilled, hard-working Americans sitting idle,
just like their plants were sitting idle. That was
before the recession hit. Obviously, once the re-
cession took hold, millions more were strug-
gling in ways that they never imagined. And
there’s nobody here who hasn’t been touched in
some way by this recession. And certainly a
State like Wisconsin or my home State of Illi-
nois can tell a lot of stories about how badly hit
manufacturing was, particularly in the Midwest.

Now, there’s some who suggest this decline is
inevitable. But I don’t see it that way, and I
know neither do you. Yes, times are tough, but
we’ve been through tough times before, and
we’ve made it through because we are resilient.
Americans are resilient. We don’t give in to pes-
simism. We don’t give in to cynicism. We fight
for our future. We work to shape our own desti-
ny as a country.

And that’s what we’ve been trying to do since
I took office. We’ve been fighting on all
fronts—inch by inch, foot by foot, mile by
mile—to get this country moving forward again
and going after every single job we can create
right here in the United States of America.

So we’re investing in 21st-century infrastruc-
ture, roads and bridges, faster Internet access,
high-speed railroads, projects that will lead to
hundreds of thousands of private sector jobs but
will also lay the groundwork so that our kids and
our grandkids can keep prospering.

We’ve cut taxes for small businesses that hire
unemployed workers. In fact, I’ve signed seven
other small-business tax cuts so that entrepre-
neurs can help expand and buy new equipment
and add more employees. We’ve taken emer-
gency steps to prevent layoffs of hundreds of
thousands of teachers and firefighters and po-
lice officers and other critical public servants in
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