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what was right. That’s who we are as a country.
We are Americans. We do not give up. We do
not quit. We do not fear the future, we shape
the future.

And if you’ll join Alex Sink and if you’ll join
Kendrick Meeks and you’ll join me to build a
future where all our kids are getting educated
and small businesses are flourishing because of
their ideas and their ingenuity and we’re creat-
ing clean energy jobs all across America, if you’ll
join me in building a future that thinks about
more than just politics, but thinks about how
are we going to meet this solemn obligation we
have to those who are coming after us, I’m ab-

solutely positive that the 21st century is going to
be the American century, just like the 20th.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at the
Fontainebleau Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to William Shanteau, a Chrysler Jeffer-
son North Assembly Plant worker who pur-
chased the winning June Powerball jackpot tick-
et in Curtice, OH, and his wife Lisa; and Rep.
Pete Sessions, in his capacity as chairman of the
National Republican Congressional Committee;
and Rep. Joseph L. Barton.

Remarks on Job Promotion Legislation
August 19, 2010

Good morning, everybody. For the last sever-
al months, I have been urging Congress to pass
a jobs bill that will do two big things for small
businesses: cut their taxes and make loans more
available.

I have been adamant about this because
small businesses are the backbone of our econo-
my. They create two out of every three new jobs
in this country. And while a lot of big businesses
and big banks have started recovering from this
recession, small businesses and community
banks that loan to small businesses have been
lagging behind. They need help. And if we want
this economy to create more jobs more quickly,
we need to help them.

A report yesterday from the Labor Depart-
ment underscores why this is so critical. In the
final few months of last year, small businesses
with fewer than 50 employees accounted for
more than 60 percent of the job losses in Amer-
ica—more than 60 percent. These are the busi-
nesses that usually create most of the jobs in
this country. And this report, combined with
this morning’s news that unemployment claims
rose again, compels us to act. It compels us to
stand with the small-business men and women
who are trying to grow their companies and
make payroll and hire new workers.

The jobs bill that is stalled in Congress would
completely eliminate taxes on key investments

in small businesses. It would allow small-busi-
ness owners to write off more expenses. And it
would make it easier for community banks to do
more lending to small businesses, while allow-
ing small firms to take out larger SBA loans with
fewer fees, which countless entrepreneurs have
told me would make a big difference in their
companies. I’d also like to point out this legisla-
tion is fully paid for and will not add one single
dime to our deficit.

So this is a bill that makes sense, and normal-
ly we would expect Democrats and Republicans
to join together. Unfortunately, a partisan mi-
nority in the Senate so far has refused to allow
this jobs bill to come up for a vote.

Now, I recognize that there are times when
Democrats and Republicans have legitimate
differences rooted in different views about
what’s best for this country. There are times
when good people disagree in good faith. But
this is not one of those times. This small-busi-
ness jobs bill is based on ideas both Democrat
and Republican. In fact, many provisions in the
bill were actually authored by Republican Sena-
tors. It has been praised as being good for small
business by groups like the Chamber of Com-
merce and the National Federation of Indepen-
dent Businesses.

A majority of Senators are in favor of the bill
and yet the obstruction continues. It’s obstruction
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that stands in the way of small-business owners
getting the loans and the tax cuts that they need
to prosper. It’s obstruction that defies common
sense.

So let me just make this simple point: There
will be plenty of time between now and Novem-
ber to play politics. But the small-business own-
ers I met with this week, the ones that I’ve met
with across the country this year, they don’t
have time for political games. They’re not inter-
ested in what’s best for a political party. They’re
interested in what’s best for the country.

When Congress reconvenes, this jobs bill
will be the first business out of the gate. And
the Senate Republican leadership needs to
stop its efforts to block it. Let’s put aside the
partisanship for a while and work together for
small businesses, for employees, and the com-
munities that depend on them across this great
country.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:22 p.m. on
the South Driveway at the White House. 

Statement on World Humanitarian Day
August 19, 2010

Seven years ago today, terrorists heinously at-
tacked the U.N. Headquarters in Baghdad, kill-
ing 22 innocent people who were in Iraq to sup-
port Iraqis in their quest to live with freedom,
dignity, and security. That outrageous attack
highlighted the increasing dangers faced by un-
armed humanitarians from around the world
who dedicate their lives to serving their fellow
human beings, often in extremely difficult cir-
cumstances. It is our respect and gratitude for
their contributions that has led the international
community to designate August 19 as World
Humanitarian Day.

These humanitarians live and work in the
world’s most dangerous and difficult places, of-
ten at great risk to their own lives. From Soma-
lia to Sudan, Haiti to Iraq, Burma to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, and Pakistan to
Afghanistan, these individuals, often unherald-
ed, provide life-sustaining support to millions.
Today we honor their selfless service and the
humanitarian principles that they embody.

These local and international humanitarian
aid workers have distinguished themselves
again this year. In the aftermath of the deadly
earthquake in Haiti, humanitarian aid workers
from around the world mobilized immediately
for emergency rescue efforts and remain in the
country today to support ongoing relief and re-
covery efforts. Today, humanitarian aid workers
are providing food, water, and other lifesaving

assistance to millions of Pakistanis devastated
by flooding. In Sudan, aid workers risk violent
attacks and kidnaping to try to feed the dis-
placed of Darfur and help the south prepare for
its approaching referendum.

Today we also mourn the losses of those who
have paid the ultimate sacrifice in pursuit of hu-
manitarian ideals. This month, 10 American, Af-
ghan, German, and British humanitarian work-
ers in Afghanistan were brutally murdered.
They died distributing medicine, eyeglasses,
and other assistance urgently needed by the
people of Afghanistan. And they are the victims
of a dangerous trend. Armed groups are in-
creasingly targeting the humanitarian workers
whose simple goal is to help innocent civilians
in times of danger and suffering. Over the past
decade, over 700 humanitarian workers have
lost their lives in service, and murders of hu-
manitarian aid workers have more than tripled
annually to 102 deaths in 2009.

On this World Humanitarian Day, the Unit-
ed States condemns the killing, kidnaping, and
other attacks against humanitarian aid workers,
and we reaffirm our enduring commitment to
the goals to which they have dedicated their
lives. Every humanitarian aid worker must be
free to serve without fear for their safety, and
every person in the world must be able to pur-
sue their aspirations in peace and security.
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