
Aug. 31 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

1264

4th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry
Division. The Office of the Press Secretary also

released a Spanish language transcript of this
address.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel
September 1, 2010

President Obama. Hello, everybody. Prime
Minister Netanyahu and I just had a very pro-
ductive discussion about our shared efforts to
advance the cause of peace between Israelis
and Palestinians and throughout the Middle
East. I’m going to have more to say about to-
day’s meetings not only with Prime Minister
Netanyahu, but with the other participants of
the talks here in the Rose Garden later this af-
ternoon. But I did want to specifically take
some time out to speak to the people of Israel
and to the region about the senseless slaughter
that took place near Hebron yesterday.

There are going to be extremists and rejec-
tionists who, rather than seeking peace, are go-
ing to be seeking destruction. And the tragedy
that we saw yesterday, where people were
gunned down on the street by terrorists who are
purposely trying to undermine these talks, is an
example of what we’re up against. But I want
everybody to be very clear: The United States is
going to be unwavering in its support of Israel’s
security, and we are going to push back against
these kinds of terrorist activities.

And so the message should go out to Hamas
and everybody else who is taking credit for
these heinous crimes that this is not going to
stop us from not only ensuring a secure Israel,
but also securing a longer lasting peace in which
people throughout the region can take a differ-
ent course.

I also want to express the deepest condolenc-
es of the American people to the families of
those who were gunned down. And I want to
thank Prime Minister Netanyahu, during a very
difficult time for his country, still being so com-
mitted to the cause of peace that he is here with
us today.

Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Netanyahu. Well, thank you,
Mr. President, for expressing what I think is the
sentiment of decent people everywhere in the
face of this savagery and brutality. 

Four innocent people were gunned down
and seven new orphans were added by people
who have no respect for human life and trample
human rights into the dust and butcher every-
thing that they oppose. 

I think that the President’s statement is an
expression of our desire to fight against this ter-
ror. And the talks that we had, which were, in-
deed, open, productive, serious in the quest for
peace, also centered around the need to have
security arrangements that are able to roll back
this kind of terror and other threats to Israel’s
security. That is a fundamental element, an im-
portant foundation of the peace that we seek
and work for.

And I appreciate, Mr. President, your efforts
to advance this peace for us and for our neigh-
bors, for our region, and I think we can say, for
the world.

Thank you. 
President Obama. Thank you. 
And let me just say that I will be meeting

with President Abbas this afternoon. He con-
demned this outrageous attack as well. I have
the utmost confidence in him and his belief in a
two-state solution in which the people of Israel
and the Palestinians are living side by side in
peace and security. And so I am also grateful to
him for his presence here today.

We’ve got a lot of work to do. There are go-
ing to be those who are going to do everything
they can to undermine these talks, but we are
going to remain stalwart. 

And so to Prime Minister Netanyahu and to
Prime Minister—and to President Abbas, as
well as to President Mubarak and King Abdul-
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lah of Jordan, I am very grateful for their partic-
ipation. I will have a longer discussion about
that this afternoon after my bilateral meetings. 

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:24 p.m. on
the Colonnade at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Yitzhak Ames, Tayla

Ames, Kochava Even Chaim, and Avishai
Shindler, Jewish settlers who were killed in He-
bron on August 31; President Mahmoud Abbas
of the Palestinian Authority; President Mo-
hamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; and King
Abdullah II of Jordan. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Hebrew language
transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the Middle East Peace Process
September 1, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. Upon taking of-
fice, I declared that America is a friend of each
nation and every person who seeks a future of
peace and dignity and that the United States
was ready to lead in pursuit of that future. At
the beginning of my administration, I stated
that it was our policy to actively and aggressively
seek a lasting peace between Israel and the Pal-
estinians, as well as a comprehensive peace be-
tween Israel and all of its Arab neighbors. And
to support my outstanding Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton’s leadership, I appointed a spe-
cial envoy and one of our Nation’s finest states-
men, former Senator George Mitchell, to guide
our efforts.

As I’ve said many times, our goal is a two-
state solution that ends the conflict and ensures
the rights and security of both Israelis and Pal-
estinians. And despite the inevitable challenges,
we have never wavered in pursuit of this goal.
I’ve met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas on numerous occasions. Be-
tween them, Secretary Clinton and Senator
Mitchell have made countless trips to the re-
gion.

Over the past year, both the Israeli Govern-
ment and the Palestinian Authority have taken
important steps to build confidence. And with
Senator Mitchell’s support, Israelis and Pales-
tinians have engaged in several rounds of prox-
imity talks, even in the face of difficult circum-
stances. But we’ve always made it clear that the
only path to lasting peace between Israelis and
Palestinians is direct talks between Israelis and
Palestinians. Tomorrow, after nearly 2 years,
the parties will relaunch those direct talks.

Today I had a series of very productive meet-
ings with key partners in this effort. I urged
Prime Minister Netanyahu and President Abbas
to recognize this as a moment of opportunity
that must be seized. I thanked President
Mubarak of Egypt and His Majesty King Abdul-
lah of Jordan for their valuable leadership and
for the support that will be necessary going for-
ward. And I look forward to hosting these four
leaders at a private working dinner at the White
House tonight.

I also want to take this opportunity to express
our gratitude to many friends and allies, espe-
cially our Quartet partners. And former British
Prime Minister Tony Blair will be joining us as
representing the Quartet at the dinner this eve-
ning.

The purpose of these talks is clear. These will
be direct negotiations between Israelis and Pal-
estinians. These negotiations are intended to re-
solve all final status issues. The goal is a settle-
ment, negotiated between the parties, that ends
the occupation which began in 1967 and results
in the emergence of an independent, democrat-
ic, and viable Palestinian state, living side by
side in peace and security with a Jewish State of
Israel and its other neighbors. That’s the vision
we are pursuing.

Now, I know these talks have been greeted in
some quarters with skepticism. We are under
no illusions. Passions run deep. Each side has
legitimate and enduring interests. Years of mis-
trust will not disappear overnight. Building con-
fidence will require painstaking diplomacy and
trust by the parties. After all, there’s a reason
that the two-state solution has eluded previous
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