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rights. But we also recognize that throughout
our history, there has been a noble Republican
vision as well of what this country can be. It was
the vision of Abraham Lincoln, who set up the
first land-grant colleges and launched the trans-
continental railroad; the vision of Teddy Roos-
evelt, who used the power of Government to
break up monopolies; the vision of Dwight
Eisenhower, who helped build the Interstate
Highway System; and yes, the vision of Ronald
Reagan, who, despite his aversion to Govern-
ment, was willing to help save Social Security
for future generations, working with Demo-
crats. 

These were serious leaders for serious times.
They were great politicians, but they didn’t
spend all their time playing games or scoring
points. They didn’t always prey on people’s
fears and anxieties. They made mistakes, but
they did what they thought was in the best in-
terests of their country and its people.

And that’s what the American people expect
of us today—Democrats, Independents, and
Republicans. That’s the debate they deserve.
That’s the leadership we owe them. 

I know that folks are worried about the fu-
ture. I know there’s still a lot of hurt out here.
And when times are tough, I know it can be
tempting to give in to cynicism and fear and

doubt and division and just settle our sights a
little bit lower, settle for something a little bit
less. But that’s not who we are, Ohio. Those are
not the values that built this country.

We are here today because in the worst of
times, the people who came before us brought
out the best in America, because our parents and
our grandparents and our great-grandparents were
willing to work and sacrifice for us. They were
willing to take great risks and face great hard-
ship and reach for a future that would give us
the chance at a better life. They knew that this
country is greater than the sum of its parts, that
America’s not about the ambitions of any one
individual, but the aspirations of an entire peo-
ple, an entire nation. 

That’s who we are. That is our legacy. And
I’m convinced that if we’re willing to summon
those values today and if we’re willing to choose
hope over fear and choose the future over the
past and come together once more around the
great project of national renewal, then we will
restore our economy and rebuild our middle
class and reclaim the American Dream for the
next generation. 

Thank you. God bless you, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia
September 9, 2010

The United States strongly condemns the
terrorist bombing that occurred today in Vladi-
kavkaz, North Ossetia. Our hearts go out to the
people of North Ossetia, who have already suf-
fered so much from horrific acts of terrorism.
We offer our deepest condolences and stand

with the people of Russia in this time of trage-
dy. This bombing further underscores the re-
solve of the United States and Russia to work
together in combating terrorism and protecting
our people.

Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
September 9, 2010

As Ramadan comes to an end, Michelle and I
extend our best wishes to Muslims in the Unit-
ed States and around the world on the occasion
of Eid al-Fitr. For Muslims all over the world,
Eid al-Fitr marks the end of a holy month of

fasting and prayer. It is a time of self-reflection
focusing on the values that Muslims and people
of all faiths share: charity, community, coopera-
tion, and compassion. This year’s Eid is also an
occasion to reflect on the importance of
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