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The other reason it’s important for us to re-
member that is because we’ve got millions of
Muslim Americans, our fellow citizens, in this
country. They’re going to school with our kids.
They’re our neighbors. They’re our friends.
They’re our coworkers. And when we start act-
ing as if their religion is somehow offensive,
what are we saying to them?

I’ve got Muslims who are fighting in Afghani-
stan in the uniform of the United States Armed
Services. They’re out there putting their lives
on the line for us. And we’ve got to make sure
that we are crystal clear, for our sakes and their
sakes, they are Americans and we honor their
service. And part of honoring their service is
making sure that they understand that we don’t
differentiate between them and us. It’s just us.

And that is a principle that I think is going to be
very important for us to sustain. And I think tomor-
row is an excellent time for us to reflect on that.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:02 a.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Rep. Pete Sessions, in his capacity as chair-
man of the National Republican Congressional
Committee; Elizabeth Warren, Leo Gottlieb
Professor of Law, Harvard University; Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Au-
thority; Terry Jones, pastor, Dove World Out-
reach Center in Gainesville, FL; and Ayman Al-
Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad
and senior Al Qaida associate. A reporter re-
ferred to Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, a former
senior leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion in U.S. military custody. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a partial Spanish
language transcript of this news conference.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
September 10, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. Consistent
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the terror-
ist attacks on the United States of September
11, 2001, is to continue in effect for an addition-
al year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national emer-
gency continues. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue in effect
after September 14, 2010, the national emer-
gency with respect to the terrorist threat.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 11, 2010

Today we pause to remember a day that test-
ed our country. On September 11th, 2001,
nearly 3,000 lives were lost in the deadliest at-

tack on American soil in our history. We will
never forget the images of planes vanishing into
buildings, of photos hung by the families of the
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missing. We will never forget the anger and the
sadness that we felt. And while 9 years have
come and gone since that September morning,
the passage of time will never diminish the pain
and loss forever seared in the consciousness of
our Nation.

That is why on this day, we pray with the
families of those who died. We mourn with the
husbands and wives, the children and parents,
friends and loved ones. We think about the
milestones that have passed over the course of 9
years—births and christenings, weddings and
graduations—all with an empty chair.

On this day, we also honor those who died so
that others might live: the firefighters and first-
responders who climbed the stairs of two burn-
ing towers, the passengers who stormed a cock-
pit, and the men and women who have in the
years since borne the uniform of this country
and given their lives so that our children could
grow up in a safer world. In acts of courage and
decency, they defended a simple precept: I am
my brother’s keeper; I am my sister’s keeper.

And on this day, we recall that at our darkest
moment, we summoned a sense of unity and
common purpose. We responded to the worst
kind of depravity with the best of our humanity.

So each year at this time, we renew our re-
solve against those who perpetrated this barbar-
ic act of terror and who continue to plot against
us, for we will never waver in defense of this
Nation. We renew our commitment to our
troops and all who serve to protect this country
and to their families. But we also renew the true
spirit of that day: not the human capacity for
evil, but the human capacity for good; not the
desire to destroy, but the impulse to save.

That’s why we mark September 11th as a Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance. For if
there is a lesson to be drawn on this anniversary,
it is this: We are one Nation, one people, bound
not only by grief, but by a set of common ideals,
and that by giving back to our communities, by
serving people in need, we reaffirm our ideals,
in defiance of those who would do us grave
harm. We prove that the sense of responsibility
that we felt for one another that day 9 years ago
was not a fleeting passion, but a lasting virtue.

This is a difficult time for our country. And
it’s often in such moments that some try to
stoke bitterness, to divide us based on our dif-
ferences, to blind us to what we have in com-
mon. But on this day, we are reminded that at
our best, we do not give in to this temptation.
We stand with one another; we fight alongside
one another. We do not allow ourselves to be
defined by fear, but rather, by the hopes we
have for our families, for our Nation, and for a
brighter future. So let us grieve for those we’ve
lost, honor those who have sacrificed, and do
our best to live up to the shared values that we
have, on this day and every day that follows.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:30 p.m. on September 10 in the Diplo-
matic Room at the White House for broadcast
on September 11. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 10, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 11. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Pentagon Memorial in
Arlington, Virginia
September 11, 2010

Secretary Gates, Admiral Mullen, and mem-
bers of the Armed Forces; my fellow Ameri-
cans; most of all, to you, survivors who still carry
the scars of tragedy and destruction, to the fam-
ilies who carry in your hearts the memory of the
loved ones you lost here: For our Nation, this is

a day of remembrance, a day of reflection, and,
with God’s grace, a day of unity and renewal.

We gather to remember, at this sacred hour,
on hallowed ground, at places where we feel
such grief and where our healing goes on. We
gather here at the Pentagon, where the names
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