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The other reason it’s important for us to re-
member that is because we’ve got millions of
Muslim Americans, our fellow citizens, in this
country. They’re going to school with our kids.
They’re our neighbors. They’re our friends.
They’re our coworkers. And when we start act-
ing as if their religion is somehow offensive,
what are we saying to them?

I’ve got Muslims who are fighting in Afghani-
stan in the uniform of the United States Armed
Services. They’re out there putting their lives
on the line for us. And we’ve got to make sure
that we are crystal clear, for our sakes and their
sakes, they are Americans and we honor their
service. And part of honoring their service is
making sure that they understand that we don’t
differentiate between them and us. It’s just us.

And that is a principle that I think is going to be
very important for us to sustain. And I think tomor-
row is an excellent time for us to reflect on that.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 11:02 a.m. in the East Room at the White
House. In his remarks, the President referred
to Rep. Pete Sessions, in his capacity as chair-
man of the National Republican Congressional
Committee; Elizabeth Warren, Leo Gottlieb
Professor of Law, Harvard University; Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas of the Palestinian Au-
thority; Terry Jones, pastor, Dove World Out-
reach Center in Gainesville, FL; and Ayman Al-
Zawahiri, founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad
and senior Al Qaida associate. A reporter re-
ferred to Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, a former
senior leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-
tion in U.S. military custody. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a partial Spanish
language transcript of this news conference.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
September 10, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. Consistent
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register the enclosed notice, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to the terror-
ist attacks on the United States of September
11, 2001, is to continue in effect for an addition-
al year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national emer-
gency continues. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue in effect
after September 14, 2010, the national emer-
gency with respect to the terrorist threat.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
September 11, 2010

Today we pause to remember a day that test-
ed our country. On September 11th, 2001,
nearly 3,000 lives were lost in the deadliest at-

tack on American soil in our history. We will
never forget the images of planes vanishing into
buildings, of photos hung by the families of the
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