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missing. We will never forget the anger and the
sadness that we felt. And while 9 years have
come and gone since that September morning,
the passage of time will never diminish the pain
and loss forever seared in the consciousness of
our Nation.

That is why on this day, we pray with the
families of those who died. We mourn with the
husbands and wives, the children and parents,
friends and loved ones. We think about the
milestones that have passed over the course of 9
years—births and christenings, weddings and
graduations—all with an empty chair.

On this day, we also honor those who died so
that others might live: the firefighters and first-
responders who climbed the stairs of two burn-
ing towers, the passengers who stormed a cock-
pit, and the men and women who have in the
years since borne the uniform of this country
and given their lives so that our children could
grow up in a safer world. In acts of courage and
decency, they defended a simple precept: I am
my brother’s keeper; I am my sister’s keeper.

And on this day, we recall that at our darkest
moment, we summoned a sense of unity and
common purpose. We responded to the worst
kind of depravity with the best of our humanity.

So each year at this time, we renew our re-
solve against those who perpetrated this barbar-
ic act of terror and who continue to plot against
us, for we will never waver in defense of this
Nation. We renew our commitment to our
troops and all who serve to protect this country
and to their families. But we also renew the true
spirit of that day: not the human capacity for
evil, but the human capacity for good; not the
desire to destroy, but the impulse to save.

That’s why we mark September 11th as a Na-
tional Day of Service and Remembrance. For if
there is a lesson to be drawn on this anniversary,
it is this: We are one Nation, one people, bound
not only by grief, but by a set of common ideals,
and that by giving back to our communities, by
serving people in need, we reaffirm our ideals,
in defiance of those who would do us grave
harm. We prove that the sense of responsibility
that we felt for one another that day 9 years ago
was not a fleeting passion, but a lasting virtue.

This is a difficult time for our country. And
it’s often in such moments that some try to
stoke bitterness, to divide us based on our dif-
ferences, to blind us to what we have in com-
mon. But on this day, we are reminded that at
our best, we do not give in to this temptation.
We stand with one another; we fight alongside
one another. We do not allow ourselves to be
defined by fear, but rather, by the hopes we
have for our families, for our Nation, and for a
brighter future. So let us grieve for those we’ve
lost, honor those who have sacrificed, and do
our best to live up to the shared values that we
have, on this day and every day that follows.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:30 p.m. on September 10 in the Diplo-
matic Room at the White House for broadcast
on September 11. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 10, but was embargoed for release
until 6 a.m. on September 11. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Remarks at a Wreath-Laying Ceremony at the Pentagon Memorial in
Arlington, Virginia
September 11, 2010

Secretary Gates, Admiral Mullen, and mem-
bers of the Armed Forces; my fellow Ameri-
cans; most of all, to you, survivors who still carry
the scars of tragedy and destruction, to the fam-
ilies who carry in your hearts the memory of the
loved ones you lost here: For our Nation, this is

a day of remembrance, a day of reflection, and,
with God’s grace, a day of unity and renewal.

We gather to remember, at this sacred hour,
on hallowed ground, at places where we feel
such grief and where our healing goes on. We
gather here at the Pentagon, where the names
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of the lost are forever etched in stone. We gath-
er in a gentle Pennsylvania field, where a plane
went down and a Tower of Voices will rise and
echo through the ages. And we gather where
the Twin Towers fell, a site where the work
goes on so that next year, on the 10th anniversa-
ry, the waters will flow in steady tribute to the
nearly 3,000 innocent lives.

On this day, it’s perhaps natural to focus on
the images of that awful morning, images that
are seared into our souls. It’s tempting to dwell
on the final moments of the loved ones whose
lives were taken so cruelly. Yet these memorials
and your presence today remind us to remem-
ber the fullness of their time on Earth.

They were fathers and mothers raising their
families; brothers and sisters pursuing their
dreams; sons and daughters, their whole lives
before them. They were civilians and service-
members. Some never saw the danger coming;
others saw the peril and rushed to save others,
up those stairwells, into the flames, into the
cockpit.

They were White and Black and Brown, men
and women and some children, made up of all
races, many faiths. They were Americans and
people from far corners of the world. And they
were snatched from us senselessly and much
too soon, but they lived well, and they live on in
you.

Nine years have now passed. In that time,
you have shed more tears than we will ever
know. And though it must seem some days as
though the world has moved on to other things,
I say to you today that your loved ones endure
in the heart of our Nation, now and forever.

Our remembrance today also requires a cer-
tain reflection. As a nation and as individuals,
we must ask ourselves how best to honor them,
those who died, those who sacrificed. How do
we preserve their legacy, not just on this day,
but every day?

We need not look far for our answer. The
perpetrators of this evil act didn’t simply attack
America; they attacked the very idea of America
itself, all that we stand for and represent in the
world. And so the highest honor we can pay
those we lost—indeed, our greatest weapon in
this ongoing war—is to do what our adversaries

fear the most: to stay true to who we are as
Americans, to renew our sense of common pur-
pose, to say that we define the character of our
country and we will not let the acts of some
small band of murderers who slaughter the in-
nocent and cower in caves distort who we are.

They doubted our will, but as Americans, we
persevere. Today, in Afghanistan and beyond,
we have gone on the offensive and struck major
blows against Al Qaida and its allies. We will do
what is necessary to protect our country, and we
honor all those who serve to keep us safe.

They may seek to strike fear in us, but they
are no match for our resilience. We do not suc-
cumb to fear, nor will we squander the opti-
mism that has always defined us as a people. On
a day when others sought to destroy, we have
chosen to build, with a National Day of Service
and Remembrance that summons the inherent
goodness of the American people.

They may seek to exploit our freedoms, but
we will not sacrifice the liberties we cherish or
hunker down behind walls of suspicion and mis-
trust. They may wish to drive us apart, but we
will not give in to their hatred and prejudice.
For Scripture teaches us to “get rid of all bitter-
ness, rage and anger, brawling and slander,
along with every form of malice.”

They may seek to spark conflict between dif-
ferent faiths, but as Americans, we are not and
never will be at war with Islam. It was not a reli-
gion that attacked us that September day; it was
Al Qaida, a sorry band of men which perverts
religion. And just as we condemn intolerance
and extremism abroad, so will we stay true to
our traditions here at home as a diverse and tol-
erant nation. We champion the rights of every
American, including the right to worship as one
chooses, as servicemembers and civilians from
many faiths do just steps from here, at the very
spot where the terrorists struck this building.

Those who attacked us sought to demoralize
us, divide us, to deprive us of the very unity, the
very ideals that make America America, those
qualities that have made us a beacon of freedom
and hope to billions around the world. Today
we declare once more, we will never hand them
that victory. As Americans, we will keep alive
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the virtues and values that make us who we are
and who we must always be.

For our cause is just, our spirit is strong, our
resolve is unwavering. Like generations before
us, let us come together today and all days to af-
firm certain inalienable rights, to affirm life and
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. On this day
and the days to come, we choose to stay true to
our best selves as one Nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all.

This is how we choose to honor the fallen—
your families, your friends, your fellow service-
members. This is how we will keep alive the leg-

acy of these proud and patriotic Americans.
This is how we will prevail in this great test of
our time. This is how we will preserve and pro-
tect the country that we love and pass it, safer
and stronger, to future generations.

May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:34 a.m. at the
Pentagon. The Office of the Press Secretary al-
so released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Telephone Remarks to A123 Systems in Livonia, Michigan
September 13, 2010

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Governor Jennifer M. Granholm of Michi-

gan. Good morning. Is that a familiar voice we
hear?

The President. Governor Granholm, this is
your friend Barack Obama. 

Gov. Granholm. Mr. President, we’re so hap-
py to welcome you to our celebration of A123. I
was just explaining how great it is that the Re-
covery Act provided jobs for Michigan. Maybe
you have a few words to those who are assem-
bled here.

The President. Well, look, I wish I could be
there in person to celebrate with you today. But
I am calling to congratulate A123 Systems on
this tremendous milestone. As you said, thanks
to the Recovery Act, you guys are the first
American factory to start high-volume produc-
tion of advanced vehicle batteries.

I met with David and some of the A123 team
here at the White House back in April, and it’s
incredibly exciting to see how far you guys have
come since we announced these grants just over
a year ago. And this is important not just be-
cause of what you guys are doing at your plant,
but all across America, because this is about the
birth of an entire new industry in America, an
industry that’s going to be central to the next
generation of cars. And it’s going to allow us to
start exporting those cars, making them com-
fortable, convenient, and affordable. It helps
our manufacturing industry to thrive, and with

it, that means our communities and our States
and our country are going to thrive.

For a long time, our economic policies have
shortchanged cutting-edge projects like this
one, and it put us behind the innovation race.
And I don’t have to tell folks in Michigan that
fewer parts of the economy have been harder
hit by this recession than manufacturing. But
what I said when you guys were in the White
House was, I do not see a decline in manufac-
turing as inevitable for the United States. And I
know you don’t either.

And so we’re starting to reverse that slide.
And anybody who doubts that has to go and
see what you guys are achieving. And I want
everybody to understand, just a few years ago,
American businesses could only make 2 per-
cent of the world’s advanced batteries for hy-
brids and electric vehicles—just 2 percent. But
because of your extraordinary work, thanks to
the Recovery Act, we’re going to get up to 40
percent of the world’s capacity. And that
means when folks lift up their hoods on the
cars of the future, I want them to see engines
and batteries that are stamped “Made in
America.” And that’s what you guys are help-
ing to make happen.

So I want to thank your great Governor, Jen-
nifer Granholm, for her vision in jump-starting
a homegrown clean energy industry. I want to
thank your congressional delegation, Senator
Levin and Stabenow and Chairman Dingell and
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