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the virtues and values that make us who we are
and who we must always be.

For our cause is just, our spirit is strong, our
resolve is unwavering. Like generations before
us, let us come together today and all days to af-
firm certain inalienable rights, to affirm life and
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. On this day
and the days to come, we choose to stay true to
our best selves as one Nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all.

This is how we choose to honor the fallen—
your families, your friends, your fellow service-
members. This is how we will keep alive the leg-

acy of these proud and patriotic Americans.
This is how we will prevail in this great test of
our time. This is how we will preserve and pro-
tect the country that we love and pass it, safer
and stronger, to future generations.

May God bless you and your families, and
may God continue to bless the United States of
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:34 a.m. at the
Pentagon. The Office of the Press Secretary al-
so released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Telephone Remarks to A123 Systems in Livonia, Michigan
September 13, 2010

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Governor Jennifer M. Granholm of Michi-

gan. Good morning. Is that a familiar voice we
hear?

The President. Governor Granholm, this is
your friend Barack Obama. 

Gov. Granholm. Mr. President, we’re so hap-
py to welcome you to our celebration of A123. I
was just explaining how great it is that the Re-
covery Act provided jobs for Michigan. Maybe
you have a few words to those who are assem-
bled here.

The President. Well, look, I wish I could be
there in person to celebrate with you today. But
I am calling to congratulate A123 Systems on
this tremendous milestone. As you said, thanks
to the Recovery Act, you guys are the first
American factory to start high-volume produc-
tion of advanced vehicle batteries.

I met with David and some of the A123 team
here at the White House back in April, and it’s
incredibly exciting to see how far you guys have
come since we announced these grants just over
a year ago. And this is important not just be-
cause of what you guys are doing at your plant,
but all across America, because this is about the
birth of an entire new industry in America, an
industry that’s going to be central to the next
generation of cars. And it’s going to allow us to
start exporting those cars, making them com-
fortable, convenient, and affordable. It helps
our manufacturing industry to thrive, and with

it, that means our communities and our States
and our country are going to thrive.

For a long time, our economic policies have
shortchanged cutting-edge projects like this
one, and it put us behind the innovation race.
And I don’t have to tell folks in Michigan that
fewer parts of the economy have been harder
hit by this recession than manufacturing. But
what I said when you guys were in the White
House was, I do not see a decline in manufac-
turing as inevitable for the United States. And I
know you don’t either.

And so we’re starting to reverse that slide.
And anybody who doubts that has to go and
see what you guys are achieving. And I want
everybody to understand, just a few years ago,
American businesses could only make 2 per-
cent of the world’s advanced batteries for hy-
brids and electric vehicles—just 2 percent. But
because of your extraordinary work, thanks to
the Recovery Act, we’re going to get up to 40
percent of the world’s capacity. And that
means when folks lift up their hoods on the
cars of the future, I want them to see engines
and batteries that are stamped “Made in
America.” And that’s what you guys are help-
ing to make happen.

So I want to thank your great Governor, Jen-
nifer Granholm, for her vision in jump-starting
a homegrown clean energy industry. I want to
thank your congressional delegation, Senator
Levin and Stabenow and Chairman Dingell and
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Chairman Levin, for their leadership and their
support of the Recovery Act. I also want to
thank my Secretary of Energy, Steven Chu, for
his extraordinary work to get the money out the
door quickly and wisely.

But most of all, I want to congratulate and
thank all the men and women of A123 Systems.
You guys are making us proud. The work you’re
doing will help power the American economy
for years to come. And so everybody there
should just feel very, very good about what you

guys are doing. And I am looking forward to
continuing to see the great work that you guys
do in the years to come.

So thank you very much, everybody. And
good luck. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House to A123
Systems employees. In his remarks, he referred
to David Vieau, president and chief executive
officer, A123 Systems. 

Remarks at a Reception for Presidents of Historically Black Colleges and
Universities 
September 13, 2010

The President. Hello, everybody!
Audience members. Hello!
The President. Welcome. Welcome to the

White House. It is good to see some old friends
and familiar faces. And I want to especially wel-
come three of our newest board members of
the President’s Board of Advisers on Historical-
ly Black Colleges and Universities. I am so
grateful that they’ve agreed to join, and I’m
looking forward to working with all of you.

Now, last February, I saw some of you here
when I signed the Executive order to strength-
en the White House Initiative on HBCUs. And
this is allowing the Government to collaborate
with educational associations, with philanthrop-
ic organizations, and with the private sector to
increase your capacity to offer a college degree
to as many students as possible.

And we’ve also declared this week to be Na-
tional HBCU Week. And we do this for two rea-
sons: first of all, to remember our history. We
remember all the men and women who took
great risks and made extraordinary sacrifices to
ensure that these institutions that you lead
could exist. We remember that at a critical time
in our Nation’s history, HBCUs waged war
against illiteracy and ignorance and won. You’ve
made it possible for millions of people to
achieve their dreams and gave so many young
people a chance they never thought they’d
have, a chance that nobody else would give

them. And that’s something to celebrate, and
that’s something to be very, very proud of.

But we also use this week as an opportunity
to look forward towards the future and to take
stock of the work that we’ve got left to do. As
many of you know, I set a goal that by 2020, the
United States would once again lead in the
number of college graduates, have the highest
proportion of college graduates in the world. I set
that goal because our success in a 21st-century
economy is going to depend almost entirely on
having a skilled workforce, how well trained our
young people are.

We cannot reach that goal without HBCUs.
We can’t get there unless all of you are improv-
ing your graduation rates. We can’t get there
unless all of you are continuing to make the
dream of a college education a reality for more
students. We want to help you do that in every
way that we can. Already, we’ve eliminated bil-
lions of dollars of unnecessary subsidies to
banks and financial institutions so that that
money could go directly to your students. And
that is incredibly important. And as a conse-
quence of that, we’re making it possible for mil-
lions of more students to attend colleges and
universities and community colleges all across
the country.

We also want to keep strengthening HBCUs,
which is why we’re investing $850 million in
these institutions over the next 10 years. And as
I said in February, strengthening your institu-
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