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Statement on Senate Action on the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
September 16, 2010

I want to acknowledge an important step for-
ward today that will advance our national secu-
rity. This afternoon the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee voted in favor of the new
START Treaty, and I am pleased that it did so
with strong bipartisan support. I called the com-
mittee chairman, Senator Kerry, and Senator
Lugar, the ranking member, to express my grat-
itude for their leadership, and I commend the
members of the committee for their thoughtful
review of this Treaty.

Leaders from across the political spectrum,
including Secretaries of State and Defense from
Republican and Democratic administrations,
have endorsed this Treaty. They recognize that
it is in our national security interest. It reduces
the deployed nuclear forces of both the United
States and Russia, provides strong verification

measures, and continues to improve relations
between our two nations, the world’s two larg-
est nuclear weapon powers and key partners in
global security. Indeed, ratification of this Trea-
ty will reinforce our cooperation with Russia on
a range of issues, including one of our highest
priorities, preventing the spread of nuclear
weapons.

Today I urge the full Senate to move forward
quickly with a vote to approve this Treaty. I en-
courage Members on both sides of the aisle to
give this agreement the fair hearing and biparti-
san support that it deserves and that has been
given to past agreements of its kind. For like
those efforts, this Treaty will advance American
leadership in the world, while strengthening our
national security in the 21st century.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Persons Who Commit, Threaten To Commit, or Support Terrorism
September 16, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the national emergency with respect
to persons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2010.

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of ter-
rorism and threats of terrorism committed by
foreign terrorists, including the terrorist attacks
on September 11, 2001, in New York and Penn-
sylvania, and against the Pentagon, and the con-

tinuing and immediate threat of further attacks
on United States nationals or the United States
that led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on September 23, 2001, has not been re-
solved. These actions pose a continuing unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national securi-
ty, foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to persons
who commit, threaten to commit, or support
terrorism, and maintain in force the compre-
hensive sanctions to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 16, 2010.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.



Sept. 16 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

1342

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate Richard Blumenthal in
Stamford, Connecticut
September 16, 2010

Thank you. Everybody, please have a seat.
Have a seat. Well, hello, Stamford. It is good to
be back in Connecticut, and it is an honor to
stand here with your attorney general and the
next United States Senator from Connecticut,
Dick Blumenthal.

I also want to acknowledge your candidate
for Governor, Dan Malloy, who is here, or he
may have slipped out right before—there he is.
Not sure—when you’re campaigning, you can’t
be in one place too long. [Laughter]

And I also want to just say thank you to Cyn-
thia and the kids for lending Dick to Connecti-
cut and to the country. I know it is hard to be
the spouse of a candidate and the spouse of an
attorney general, and it’s going to be tough be-
ing the spouse of a United States Senator. I
promised that I would not let Michelle talk to
Cynthia before the election. [Laughter] It’s
hard work. But we are extraordinarily grateful.
And the fact that David and Matthew and
Claire and Mike are doing so well is a testament
I know Dick agrees with Mom. So please give
her a big round of applause.

Now, Connecticut, let’s face it, this decision
in this election should be a no-brainer. [Laugh-
ter] Right? I mean, it should be. Should be a
no-brainer. Here you’ve got a man who’s been
fighting for the people of Connecticut since the
day he walked into the attorney general’s office.
He’s got the record to prove it. He’s taken on
the tobacco industry and helped stop those
companies from targeting our kids. He’s taken
on utility companies to try to beat back electric-
ity rate increases and skyrocketing costs of heat-
ing oil. He’s taken on the auto industry to help
keep family dealerships open that have been
around for almost a century.

There is no—there’s no fight too big or too
small for Dick Blumenthal to take on. He was
there to help a mother get her insurance com-
pany to pay for her baby’s special formula. He
was there to help a family rebuild after their
home was destroyed by fire. He’s there at coun-
ty fairs and Rotary Club meetings and PTA

meetings, talking with people of this State, lis-
tening to your concerns.

This is the kind of leader you want represent-
ing you. Somebody you know. Somebody who
shares your values. Somebody who doesn’t just
show up and try to get a victory by writing a big
check and flooding the airwaves with negative
ads. Now, I have to say, Dick say—said his op-
ponent may have more money. Dick, she has
more money than you. [Laughter] I mean, it’s—
[laughter]—just in case there’s any confusion.
[Laughter]

And I understand she has promised a smack-
down. [Laughter] Right? This is what she said.
And look, there’s no doubt, I can see how some-
body who’s been in professional wrestling
would think that they’re right at home at the
United States Senate—[laughter]—if they were
watching some of the behavior that’s been going
on. [Laughter]

But the truth is—and Dick understands
this—public service is not a game. At this mo-
ment, we are facing challenges we haven’t seen
since the Great Depression. And facing serious
challenges requires serious leaders: leaders who
are willing to take on the status quo, leaders
who are willing to take on special interests,
leaders who are willing to fight for our people
and our future. And Dick Blumenthal is that
leader. And that’s why I need all of you to make
him your next United States Senator. That’s the
choice in this election.

I want to give you a sense of the contexts of
this election, what’s at stake. See, for the last
decade, there was a very specific philosophy
that reigned in Washington: You cut taxes, espe-
cially for millionaires and billionaires. You cut
regulations for special interests. You cut back
on investments in education and clean energy
and research and technology.

The idea was that if we put blind faith in the
market, if we let corporations play by their own
rules, if we left everybody else to fend for them-
selves, somehow America would automatically
grow and would prosper.
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