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asks. Who is this going to make a difference for?
Whose life is this going to improve?

And while I get plenty of good advice from a
lot of people during the course of the day, at the
end of each day, it is Michelle—her moral
voice, her moral center—that cuts through all
the noise in Washington and reminds me of why
I’m there in the first place.

She reminds me with her work to tackle
childhood obesity so our kids can have healthy
lives and the futures they deserve. She reminds
me by throwing open the doors of our White
House to young people from all different back-
grounds, letting them know that we believe in
their promise, letting them know that the White
House is the people’s house, and letting young
people know that they’re not that far away from
all the power and prestige and decisions that are
made, that, in fact, this is something they can
aspire to, they can be a part of, because we are a
government of and by and for the people.

She reminds me with her work to be a voice
for America’s military families and veterans, us-
ing her platform as First Lady to make sure they
get support and respect and the appreciation
that they deserve.

And while I am tremendously proud of the
First Lady that she’s been for this country, at
the end of the day I’m most grateful that she’s
been such a partner to me and the best mother
that I know.

Every moment that I spend with my daugh-
ters, I am thankful for all that she’s done to
make them who they are. Every day, I see her
strength and her kindness and her character re-
flected in the two of them. And there is no
greater gift, and I know Bill feels the same way
about when he looks at Chelsea, he sees this in-
credible force that a mother can bring.

To this day, I still don’t know how I talked
her into marrying me, but I know that I am the
luckiest guy in the world that she did. So it is
with that that I would like to introduce you to
my first lady, America’s First Lady, Michelle
Obama.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. at the
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chelsea Clinton, daughter
of former President Clinton and Secretary of
State Hillary Rodham Clinton. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks of First Lady Michelle
Obama.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Prime Minister Naoto Kan of Japan in New
York City 
September 23, 2010

Let me officially welcome the opportunity to
speak again with Prime Minister Kan. We had
an opportunity for intensive dialogue when we
met together at the G–8 in Toronto. And once
again, we have reaffirmed the importance of the
U.S.-Japan alliance not only to regional stability,
not only to the security of both our countries,
but we believe it’s one of the cornerstones of
peace and security throughout the world.

So we look forward to discussing further how
we can strengthen this alliance in the 21st cen-
tury, how our economic relationship can contin-
ue to improve for the prosperity of both our
peoples, how we can address regional hotspots
and tensions that may arise, but also how we can
work as leaders together in dealing with inter-

national problems like climate change and nu-
clear nonproliferation.

Japan will also be hosting the APEC meeting
this year, and I’m looking forward to traveling to
Yokohama, and I’m looking very much to find-
ing ways that we can work together to shape an
architecture for prosperity and economic devel-
opment in the Pacific region, where obviously
both the United States and Japan have a deep
and longstanding interest.

So welcome. I hope you enjoy your stay in
New York. And I look forward to my stay in Ja-
pan later this year.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:12 p.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel.
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Statement on Senate Passage of Small-Business Jobs Legislation
September 23, 2010

The small-business jobs bill passed today will
help provide loans and cut taxes for millions of
small-business owners without adding a dime to
our Nation’s deficit. After months of partisan
obstruction and needless delay, I’m grateful
that Democrats and a few Republicans came to-

gether to support this commonsense plan to put
Americans back to work. I look forward to sign-
ing the bill on Monday.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 5297.

Statement on Senate Action on Election Spending Disclosure Legislation
September 23, 2010

I am deeply disappointed by the unanimous
Republican blockade in the Senate of the “DIS-
CLOSE Act,” a critical piece of legislation that
would control the flood of special interest mon-
ey into our elections. Today’s decision by a par-
tisan minority to block this legislation is a victo-
ry for special interests and U.S. corporations—
including foreign-controlled ones—who are
now allowed to spend unlimited money to fill
our airwaves, mailboxes, and phone lines right
up until election day, and it comes at the ex-
pense of the American people, who no longer

have the right to know who is financing these
ads in an attempt to influence an election for
their preferred candidate. Wall Street, the in-
surance lobby, oil companies, and other special
interests are now one step closer to taking Con-
gress back and returning to the days when lob-
byists wrote the laws. But despite today’s set-
back, I will continue fighting to ensure that our
democracy stays where it belongs, in the hands
of the American people.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 3628.

Interview With Bahman Kalbasi of BBC Persian in New York City
September 24, 2010

Mr. Kalbasi. Mr. President, thank you very
much for your time.

The President. Thank you for having me.

U.N. General Assembly Address by President
Mahmud Ahmadi-nejad of Iran

Mr. Kalbasi. If I could just begin with getting
your reaction to the remarks Mr. Ahmadi-nejad
made yesterday, faulting America for 9/11.

The President. Well, it was offensive. It was
hateful. And particularly for him to make the
statement here in Manhattan, just a little north
of Ground Zero, where families lost their loved
ones—people of all faiths, all ethnicities, who
see this as the seminal tragedy of this genera-
tion—for him to make a statement like that was
inexcusable.

And it stands in contrast with the response of
the Iranian people when 9/11 happened, when
there were candlelight vigils and, I think, a nat-
ural sense of shared humanity and sympathy
was expressed within Iran. And it just shows
once again sort of the difference between how
the Iranian leadership and this regime operates
and how, I think, the vast majority of the Irani-
an people, who are respectful and thoughtful,
think about these issues.

Iran-U.S. Relations/U.N. Security Council Sanctions

Mr. Kalbasi. When your first video message
to be sent in March of 2009, on the occasion of
the Persian New Year, you spoke to the Govern-
ment of Iran and people of Iran, and you talked
about how you are committed to diplomacy.
And you also said that this process of talking
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