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The President’s Weekly Address
October 9, 2010 

The other day, I was talking about education
with some folks in the backyard of an Albuquer-
que home, and someone asked a question that’s
stayed with me. He asked, “If we don’t have
homes to go to, what good is an education?” It
was a heartfelt question, one that could be
asked by anyone who’s lost a home or a job in
this recession.

Because if you’re out of work or facing fore-
closure, all that really matters is a new job. All
that really matters is a roof over your head. All
that really matters is getting back on your feet.
That’s why I’m fighting each and every day to
jump-start job creation in the private sector, to
help our small-business owners grow and hire,
to rebuild our economy so it lifts up a middle
class that’s been battered for so long.

But even as we focus on doing all that, even
as we focus on speeding up our economic re-
covery, we also know that when it comes to jobs,
opportunity, and prosperity in the 21st century,
nothing is more important than the quality of
your education. At a time when most of the new
jobs being created will require some kind of
higher education, when countries that outedu-
cate us today will outcompete us tomorrow, giv-
ing our kids the best education possible is an
economic imperative.

That’s why, from the start of my administra-
tion, we’ve been fighting to offer every child in
this country a world-class education, from the
cradle to the classroom, from college through a
career. Earlier this week, I announced a new
Skills for America’s Future initiative that will
help community colleges and employers match
what’s taught in the classroom with what’s
needed in the private sector, so we can connect
students looking for jobs with businesses look-
ing to hire.

We’re eliminating tens of billions of dollars in
wasteful subsidies for banks to administer stu-
dent loans and using that money to make col-
lege more affordable for millions of students.
And we’ve launched a Race to the Top in our
States to make sure our students, all of them,
are graduating from high school ready for col-

lege, so we can meet our goal of graduating a
higher proportion of students from college than
any other country in the world by 2020.

And yet if Republicans in Congress had their
way, we’d have had a harder time meeting that
goal. We’d have had a harder time offering our
kids the best education possible, because they’d
have us cut education by 20 percent. Cuts that
would reduce financial aid for 8 million stu-
dents; cuts that would leave our great and un-
dervalued community colleges without the re-
sources they need to prepare our graduates for
the jobs of the future.

Now, it is true that when it comes to our bud-
get, we have real challenges to meet. And if
we’re serious about getting our fiscal house in
order, we’ll need to make some tough choices.
I’m prepared to make those choices. But what
I’m not prepared to do is to shortchange our
children’s education. What I’m not prepared to
do is undercut their economic future, your eco-
nomic future, or the economic future of the
United States of America.

Nothing would be more detrimental to our
prospects for success than cutting back on edu-
cation. It would consign America to second
place in our fiercely competitive global econo-
my. But China and India aren’t playing for sec-
ond. South Korea and Germany, they aren’t
playing for second. They’re playing for first, and
so should the United States of America.

Instead of being shortsighted and short-
changing our kids, we should be doubling down
on them. We should be giving every child in
America a chance to make the most of their
lives, to fulfill their God-given potential. We
should be fighting to lead the global economy in
this century, just like we did in the last. And
that’s what I’ll continue fighting to do in the
months and years ahead. Thanks, everybody,
and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on October 8 in the Map Room
at the White House for broadcast on October 9.
The transcript was made available by the Office
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of the Press Secretary on October 8, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on October 9.

The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the International Civil Aviation Organization’s Declaration on
Aviation Security
October 9, 2010

I commend the International Civil Aviation
Organization for adopting yesterday’s declara-
tion on aviation security, which forges a historic
new foundation for aviation security that will
better protect our world from evolving terrorist
threats. Following the attempted December
25th terrorist attack, at my direction, the De-
partment of Homeland Security has worked
with ICAO, our international partners, and rep-
resentatives ranging from airline CEOs to avia-

tion industry trade associations in an unprece-
dented effort to strengthen international avia-
tion security. The extraordinary global collabo-
ration demonstrated by the nearly 190 ICAO
countries during the ICAO General Assembly
in Montreal has helped to bring about a truly
21st-century international aviation security
framework that will make air travel safer and
more secure than ever before.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Rally in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
October 10, 2010

The President. Hello, Philadelphia!
Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!

Yes, we can!
The President. Thank you. Thank you. Oh,

this is—thank you. Joe, this is a good-looking
crowd, man. This is a beautiful crowd on a
beautiful day. It’s good to be back here in Penn-
sylvania.

Vice President Joe Biden. And they’re all the
way back in the parking lot. They can’t even see
you.

The President. It is good to be back in Penn-
sylvania, good to be back in Philly. I know part
of the reason you’re fired up is because you’ve
just heard from one of the finest Vice Presi-
dents we will ever see in this country’s history,
Joe Biden. Plus, Joe looks cool in those glasses
too, doesn’t he?

You know, I want you to know, when I was
still campaigning, right after I selected Joe, I—
we went out and we were doing some events
and small town hall meetings. And everywhere
we went with Joe, some woman would come by
and say, you know, I think Joe’s kind of cute.
Can you introduce me to Joe? [Laughter] That

was true. And I had to inform this woman that
Joe is married to a wonderful Jill Biden.

In addition to hearing from Joe, I know
you’ve heard from Governor Ed Rendell. Sena-
tor Arlen Specter’s in the house. Senator Bob
Casey is in the house. State Treasurer Rob Mc-
Cord is here. Congressman Chaka Fattah is
here. Congressman Joe Sestak is here. Con-
gressman Bob Brady is here. Mayor Michael
Nutter is in the house. And we’ve got Allegheny
County Executive Dan Onorato is here. I want
to thank Pastor Kevin Johnson for the invoca-
tion. DJ Diamond Kuts, and give it up for the
Roots.

Now, I’m glad to see that this crowd is fired
up. Are you fired up?

Audience members. Fired up!
The President. Are you ready to go?
Audience members. Ready to go!
The President. I’ve got to make sure you stay

fired up. I promise you’ll be out of here to catch
the Phillies and the Eagles. I don’t want to get
between Philly fans and their sports teams.

Now, Philadelphia, 2 years ago, you defied
the conventional wisdom in Washington. They
said, no, you can’t. They said, no, you can’t
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