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In terms of guns, obviously school violence is
still a big problem. We’re spending a lot of time,
the Department of Justice, working with local
school districts to figure out how can we keep
guns out of the hands of kids. It’s a top priority,
especially in a lot of urban districts.

Ms. Cook. Yes, it is. All right, thank you.
April.

Ms. Woodard. I just wanted to let you look at
this form that you filled out. We gave them an
opportunity to fill out their greatest hope. Did
you want to express to the President what your
greatest hope is?

Reducing Minority Incarceration Rates

Q. Hello, Mr. President, my name is Alicia
Thompson. I’m a communication sciences and
disorders major from Howard University. I’m
from Edison, New Jersey. My greatest hope
would be that basically right now through a lot
of research I’ve realized that there is more
Black men incarcerated than in college. So my
greatest hope is that by 10 years from now, that
there will be more Black men enrolled in col-
lege than incarcerated.

The President. Well, it is a goal that you and I
share. And as I said, it starts young. I mean, Af-
rican American boys oftentimes fall behind in
school early, start feeling discouraged, check

out, drop out, end up on the streets, and then
get into trouble.

And if we can make sure that that young boy
starting at the age of 3 or 4 already knows their
colors and their letters and are getting good
preschool, and by the time they get into school,
they’ve got a good teacher and are getting the
support that they need and are able to keep up
with their classwork, that is going to do more to
reduce the incarceration rate at the same time,
obviously, as it increases the college enrollment
rate.

That’s why we’ve got to prioritize education
going forward. Thank you.

Ms. Woodard. Thank you, so much. Thank
you, Mr. President. We want to thank you on
behalf of everyone, on behalf of BET, MTV,
and CMT. Thank you so much for joining us.

And thank you all and everyone in the world
that is watching here today. 

The President. Oh, thank you very much,
April. Thank you so much.

Ms. Woodard. Sure.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:02 p.m. at BET
Studios. In his remarks, he referred to Warren
E. Buffett, chief executive officer and chairman,
Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 14, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the emergency declared with re-
spect to significant narcotics traffickers cen-

tered in Colombia is to continue in effect be-
yond October 21, 2010.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on October 21, 1995, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions of signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia
continue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States and cause an ex-
treme level of violence, corruption, and harm in
the United States and abroad. For these reasons,
I have determined that it is necessary to maintain
economic pressure on significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia by blocking their
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property and interests in property that are in the
United States or within the possession or control
of United States persons and by depriving them
of access to the U.S. market and financial system.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks at a Rally for Senatorial Candidate Christopher A. Coons and the
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee in Wilmington, Delaware
October 15, 2010

The President. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Everybody, please have a seat. It is good to
be back in Wilmington. Last time I was here, it
was a day just like today, spectacular day. We
were outside. Some of you were there. And it
was just beautiful.

It is great to be back here in Delaware. It is
an extraordinary honor to be here to campaign
for the next great Senator from the State of Del-
aware, Chris Coons.

I want to just acknowledge some of the ex-
traordinary public servants who are here.
You’ve already heard from them or about them,
but all these folks have been such great friends
of mine and such terrific workers on behalf of
Delaware, I want to make sure to make mention
of them.

Governor Jack Markell is here, and he’s just
doing a great job. Where’s Jack? There he is.
Lieutenant Governor Matt Denn is here, along
with Zachary; Senator Ted Kaufman, done ex-
traordinary work over the last 2 years—thank
you, Ted; and my great friend Tom Carper, se-
nior Senator from Delaware.

Delaware Attorney General Beau Biden—we
are so thrilled with the work that he’s done, but
also his extraordinary service to our country. We
are proud of him and grateful for him. And for-
mer Lieutenant Governor and soon-to-be
Member of Congress John Carney is in the
house.

And then there’s this guy. [Laughter] I’ve
had to make a lot of decisions over the last 24
months, both before I was President and since.
The single best decision that I have made was

selecting Joe Biden as my running mate—single
best decision I’ve made. I mean that. It’s true.

Joe has been an extraordinary Vice President,
a great friend, a fighter, somebody who knows
what our core mission is, which is making sure
that we are growing this economy on behalf of a
middle class so they can aspire to live out the
American Dream. Joe has lived out that dream.
He hasn’t forgotten where he came from.

And so I know that me taking him out of Del-
aware for a while was frustrating, but I assure
you, it was worth it at least for me—[laugh-
ter]—and I think for you. So I am grateful to all
of you.

Now, that’s why it’s so important, in filling
these enormous shoes of Joe, that we get some-
body who represents those same Delaware val-
ues. And Chris is the kind of leader that you
want representing you in the United States Sen-
ate.

He knows this State. He knows its values.
When he talks about cleaning up Washington,
it’s from the standpoint of somebody who’s
cleaned house as a county executive, somebody
who’s balanced a budget, somebody who’s
cracked down on wasteful spending, somebody
who even cut his own pay. Believe me, you
won’t see too many Members of Congress will-
ing to do that.

Chris has traveled all across this State, talking
to people, finding out what’s on their minds, lis-
tening to their hopes for the future. He wants
Delaware to be a leader on clean energy be-
cause he knows it will lead to new jobs and new
industries. And he’s got a plan to make it hap-
pen. Chris isn’t looking to be a voice for special
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