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Statement on the Death of Bishop Arthur M. Brazier 
October 22, 2010

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the passing of our dear friend, a stalwart of
the city of Chicago and one of our Nation’s lead-
ing moral lights, Bishop Arthur M. Brazier.
Through his service as a pastor and his work on
behalf of our communities, Bishop Brazier
touched the lives of countless Americans.

Bishop Brazier grew up during the Great De-
pression and never forgot how the sting of pov-
erty can shape a community and a nation. A
committed patriot, Bishop Brazier served as a
staff sergeant in the United States Army in In-
dia and Burma at the height of World War II.
He returned to Chicago, where he promoted
spiritual empowerment and economic develop-

ment through his pastorate of Apostolic Church
of God and leadership of numerous community
organizations and charitable efforts.

There is no way that we can replace the gen-
tle heart and boundless determination that
Bishop Brazier brought to some of the most
pressing challenges facing Chicago and our Na-
tion. However, his spirit will live on through the
parishioners, leaders, and friends that he
touched each day. Michelle and I join the Bra-
zier family, the Apostolic Church of God, and
all of Chicago in this moment of prayer and
mourning and in our commitment to ensure
that Bishop Brazier’s legacy lives on through
our service to others.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to the Democratic Republic of
the Congo
October 22, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice
stating that the national emergency with respect
to the situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and the related
measures blocking the property of certain per-
sons contributing to the conflict in that country
are to continue in effect beyond October 27,
2010.

The situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, which has been
marked by widespread violence and atrocities
that continue to threaten regional stability, con-
tinues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
to deal with that threat and the related mea-
sures blocking the property of certain persons
contributing to the conflict in that country.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Rally in Las Vegas, Nevada
October 22, 2010

The President. Hello, Vegas! It is good to be
back in Vegas. It is good to be back in Nevada.
Oh, I am fired up. Are you fired up?

There are a couple of folks that I want to
make mention of. First of all, Congresswoman
Shelley Berkley is in the house. An outstanding
freshman Congresswoman, Dina Titus is here.
Senate Majority Leader Steven Horsford is in
the house. Former Governor Bob Miller is
here. My dear friend, my Senator from Illinois,
Dick Durbin is here to help his partner Harry
Reid.

And I want to say to all the folks from Orr
school, thank you so much for your hospitality,
and thanks to Principal George Leavens. Thank
you.

I am happy to see all of you. And I have to
say, for some reason, whenever I’m coming to
Vegas, suddenly, a whole bunch of folks on my
staff want to come with me. I don’t know.
[Laughter] Suddenly, there are no seats on Air
Force One. It’s all crowded. [Laughter] So I’ve
already told them they’ve got to behave them-
selves a little bit while they’re here.

But the main reason I’m here, the main rea-
son I need you fired up, is because in just 11
days, you have the chance to set the direction of
this State and this country, not just for the next
5 years, not just for the next 10 years, but for
the next several decades.

And if I’m going to be able to help middle
class families all across this country live out
their dreams, then I want to have a partner in
the United States Senate named Harry Reid.

You know, Harry’s not the flashiest guy, let’s
face it. [Laughter] You know, Harry kind of
speaks in a very soft voice. He doesn’t move real
quick. [Laughter] He doesn’t get up and make
big stemwinding speeches. But Harry Reid does
the right thing.

Harry Reid has never forgotten what it’s like
to grow up in Searchlight, Nevada. [Applause]
Got a Searchlight folk right here. He knows
what it’s like to be poor. He knows what it’s like
to work hard. He knows what it’s like some-
times to hit some bumps in the road, to hit

some obstacles, to have to overcome some stuff,
that things don’t always work out perfectly.

But because of that, because he remembers
where he came from, it means that he thinks ev-
ery single day about how am I going to give the
folks in Nevada a better shot at life.

And so I want everybody here to understand
what’s at stake.

Audience members. Obama! Obama! Obama!
The President. I appreciate everybody saying

“Obama,” but I want everybody to say “Harry!
Harry! Harry!”

Audience members. Harry! Harry! Harry!
The President. That’s right. I need partners

like Harry. And I need partners like Dina Titus.
And I need partners like Shelley Berkley. Look,
but it all depends on you.

Just like you did in 2008, you can defy the
conventional wisdom: the wisdom that said you
can’t overcome cynicism in politics; the wisdom
that says the special interests always win; the
wisdom that says somehow the folks with the
big money who are running the most negative
ads, somehow they’re always going to be suc-
cessful; the wisdom that says we can’t tackle big
challenges in America anymore.

In 11 days, you can say to them: “You may
think, no, we can’t. We think, yes, we can.”

Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!
Yes, we can!

The President. Yes, we can. Si, se puede.
There is no doubt that this is going to be a diffi-
cult election. And that’s because we’ve been
through an incredibly difficult time as a nation.
And nobody’s been hit harder than Nevada.

But keep in mind, things were tough even
before the financial crisis hit. Between 2001
and 2009, average middle class families in
America lost 5 percent of income, when the Re-
publicans were in charge. We had the slowest
job growth since World War II when the Re-
publicans were in charge. You saw your health
care costs go up. You saw the cost of a college
education go up. Too many jobs being shipped
overseas, too many folks working two, three jobs
and still barely making ends meet. And all this
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