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support, and they need that help as well. And
that’s what you’re showing here tonight.

So thank you so much to the Chaces. Thank
you. I’ve got to get home because Michelle is on
the road, so I’ve got to be home to tuck in the
girls and walk the dog. [Laughter] And scoop
the poop. [Laughter] So I apologize that I can’t
stay for dinner, but it looks simply spectacular.
And again, I thank you all for being here to-
night. All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:09 p.m. at the
residence of Johnnie C. Chace and Arnold B.
“Buff” Chace, Jr. In his remarks, he referred to
Mark Zandi, chief economist, Moody’s Analyt-
ics, in his former capacity as chief economic ad-
viser to 2008 Republican Presidential nominee
Sen. John S. McCain III; Ira C. Magaziner,
Special Adviser for Policy Development during
the administration of President William J. Clin-
ton; and musician Beyonce G. Knowles.

Statement on the Earthquake and Tsunami in West Sumatra, Indonesia
October 26, 2010

Michelle and I are deeply saddened by the
loss of life, injuries, and damage that have oc-
curred as a result of the recent earthquake and
tsunami in West Sumatra. At the same time, I
am heartened and encouraged by the remark-
able resiliency of the Indonesian people and the

commitment of their Government to rapidly as-
sist the victims. As a friend of Indonesia, the
United States stands ready to help in any way.
Meanwhile, our thoughts and prayers are with
the Indonesian people and all those affected by
this tragedy.

Remarks on Domestic Violence Prevention
October 27, 2010

Thank you, everybody. Everybody, please
have a seat. Thank you so much.

Let me just be clear: Biden’s boss is Dr. Jill
Biden. [Laughter] So let there be no confusion
about that. 

I want to begin obviously by recognizing my
Vice President for the unbelievable leadership
that he has shown for more than two decades on
this issue, fighting alongside all the advocates
who are here today. Great work. 

He started holding hearings on domestic vio-
lence back in 1990. He wrote and gathered the
support to pass the Violence Against Women’s
Act, a law that has saved countless lives, trans-
formed how we address these all too pervasive
crimes. And as Vice President, he hasn’t let up.
He is helping us to step up our efforts across all
relevant Federal agencies. So nobody feels
more passionately about this than Joe, and I am
grateful to him for all of his leadership. We’re
really proud of him. 

I also want to thank Valerie Jarrett, my Se-
nior Adviser and Chair of our Council on Wom-
en and Girls. Valerie has helped to ensure that

the issues that we’re talking about today—the
concerns of women and girls—are addressed at
the highest levels of our Government. 

I want to acknowledge Lynn Rosenthal, the
first-ever adviser at the White House—[ap-
plause]. So we’re proud of Lynn. I guess you
know her. [Laughter] She’s been calling you up
a little bit. But she’s doing great work helping to
advise us on these issues.

I want to thank Judge Susan Carbon, the Di-
rector of the Office on Violence Against Wom-
en at the Department of Justice. We’re proud of
what we’re doing here.

I want to thank my Secretary for Health and
Human Services, Secretary Sebelius, who is
helping to coordinate our efforts.

And finally, I want to thank everybody who is
here today for the work that you’re doing to
stop domestic violence and to help its survivors.
You’ve got champions like Senator Frank Laut-
enberg and Congresswoman Donna Edwards
who have done extraordinary work in Congress.
You’ve got leaders like Mayor Mitch Landrieu
of New Orleans. And I think you already heard
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