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domestic violence from being evicted or denied
assisted housing because a crime was commit-
ted against them. That’s not right, and we’re go-
ing to put a stop to it. 

We’re also doing more to help the victims of
domestic violence access legal services and pro-
tections. So today the Justice Department is re-
leasing new tools and best practices to judges,
to advocates, to law enforcement to help ensure
that protective orders are issued and enforced.
And the Vice President and the Justice Depart-
ment are launching a new effort to help victims
of domestic abuse find lawyers to represent
them pro bono. You heard Joe talk about that.
That’s critical; that’s important.

As the advocates in this room can attest,
when a victim of abuse leaves a violent relation-
ship, it’s often a particularly vulnerable time. I
know that’s when Ruth Glenn was viciously at-
tacked by her husband. And there are many sto-
ries like this—too many stories. We need to
make sure that we’re doing everything we can
for victims in this critical period to ensure that
folks who are seeking help and protection get
that help and get that protection. That’s our re-
sponsibility.

So these are just a few of the steps that we’re
taking. But the bottom line is this: Nobody in
America should live in fear because they are un-
safe in their own home—no adult, no child. And
no one who is the victim of abuse should ever
feel that they have no way to get out. We need
to make sure every victim of domestic violence
knows that they are not alone, that there are re-
sources available to them in their moment of
greatest need. And as a society, we need to en-
sure that if a victim of abuse reaches out for
help, we are there to lend a hand.

This is not just the job of government, it’s a
job for all of us. So I want to thank all of you for
the work that you do in your respective commu-
nities. And I want you to know that this admin-
istration is going to stand with you each and ev-
ery step of the way.

So congratulations on your great work. We’ve
got more work to do. And I couldn’t be prouder
to be part of this effort. Thank you very much,
everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lynn Rosenthal, White House
Adviser on Violence Against Women; and Joseph
P. Torre, former manager, Los Angeles Dodgers.

Statement on the Death of Former President Nestor C. Kirchner of Argentina
October 27, 2010

On behalf of the American people, I offer my
sincere condolences to the Argentine people and
to President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner up-
on the death of Nestor Kirchner, former Presi-
dent of Argentina and Secretary General of the
Union of South American Nations (UNASUR).
Nestor Kirchner played a significant role in the
political life of Argentina and had embarked up-
on an important new chapter with UNASUR.

Michelle’s and my thoughts and prayers are
with President Fernandez de Kirchner and
their children. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Maximo, son,
and Florencia, daughter, of President Cristina
Fernandez de Kirchner and former President
Nestor C. Kirchner of Argentina.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Cote d’Ivoire
October 28, 2010

The United States supports the people of
Cote d’Ivoire as they prepare to express their

democratic voice and participate in Presidential
elections on October 31, 2010. The Ivoirian
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Government, the candidates, their supporters,
and all political actors have an obligation to en-
sure that the long-delayed Presidential elections
are held in a peaceful and transparent manner.
The people of Cote d’Ivoire deserve a secure
environment for elections and for their choice

to be accepted by all candidates. These elec-
tions are a critical step to rebuilding Cote
d’Ivoire. The United States stands with the Ivo-
irian people as they prepare for long-awaited
democratic elections and move closer to lasting
peace and prosperity in Cote d’Ivoire.

Remarks at Stromberg Metal Works, Inc., in Beltsville, Maryland
October 29, 2010

Hello, everybody. Good to see you. Thank
you. Thank you so much. Everybody, please
have a seat. It is wonderful to be here at Strom-
berg Metal Works. And I want to thank Bob
Gawne and his lovely bride of 58 years, Patricia,
for their incredible hospitality.

I also want to note that you’ve got your great
Senator from the State of Maryland, Ben Car-
din, in the house. Give him a big round of ap-
plause. Your other Senator, Barbara Mikulski,
couldn’t make it but wanted me to say hello on
her behalf, as well as Majority Leader Steny
Hoyer, who couldn’t make it but wants to say
hello as well. And I know they are all incredibly
proud of this amazing facility.

I just took a tour with Bob and saw a little bit
of what you guys do here, saw the workers turn-
ing raw metal into sheets, cutting it into shapes,
banging it into finished products. Everybody
here is proud of what they do, and it shows in
the great work that you do. This is a company
with a proud history. Paul Stromberg, a former
Navy metalsmith, founded it in 1940. In 1958, a
young former marine—Bob—came on as chief
engineer. And nearly 30 years later, Bob bought
the company. Today, it is in its 70th year of op-
eration, it is employee owned, it continues to
grow. We’ve got a unionized workforce that—
where folks who put in a hard day’s work get a
living wage that allows them to support a family.
This is a community business where even dur-
ing downturns and tough times, people are
looking out for each other.

So it just describes, I think, what’s best about
America and what’s best about American busi-
ness. And we are very, very proud of you. It’s an
all-American success story, and I’m proud to be
here. [Applause] That’s right.

Now, this morning we learned that our econ-
omy grew at a rate of 2 percent over the last 3
months. We’ve had 9 consecutive months of
private sector job growth, after nearly 2 years of
job loss. But as we continue to dig out from the
worst recession in 80 years, our mission is to ac-
celerate that recovery and encourage more rap-
id growth so that businesses like this one can
continue to prosper and we can get the millions
of Americans who are still looking for jobs back
to work.

Now, I don’t believe that government can or
should guarantee the success of this company or
any company. I don’t think Bob or any business
owner expects government to guarantee suc-
cess. Success has to be earned. It has to be
earned the old-fashioned way through great
ideas and hard work and great employees.
That’s the American way.

But there are times, like in the past few
years, when our economy is hit with as devastat-
ing a blow as we’ve seen—when credit is frozen,
when demand is stalled—that we’ve got a re-
sponsibility to offer temporary and targeted in-
centives to spur investment, to knock down the
barriers that stand in your way, and to help cre-
ate the conditions you need to grow and to hire
and to prosper. And that’s what we’ve done.

Since I took office, we’ve cut taxes for small
businesses 16 times, 16 different tax cuts for
small businesses. Instead of providing tax
breaks for companies that are shipping jobs
overseas, we’re giving tax breaks to encourage
companies to invest right here in the United
States of America, in small businesses, in clean
energy firms, in manufacturers, in businesses
like this one. And we’ve taken steps to expand
lending to small businesses, which, even with
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