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workers’ rights. And that’s what made this the
greatest country on Earth. That’s the spirit we
need today. That’s the journey that put me in
the White House. That’s what sent Tom Perri-
ello to Congress. That is what we have to sus-
tain, is that realization that in the United States
of America, anything is possible if we’re willing
to work for it, if we are willing to fight for it and
believe in it.

So I need you guys to keep on fighting. Tom
needs you to keep on believing. In these last 4
days, I need you to knock on doors and make
phone calls and talk to your neighbors and vote,
because if you’re willing to step up to the plate,
we won’t just win this election, we won’t just

send Tom back to Congress, but we will rebuild
this middle class. And we will put people back
to work, and we will reclaim the American
Dream for future generations.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. in Char-
lottesville Pavilion. In his remarks, he referred to
Linda Perriello, mother of Rep. Perriello; House
Republican Leader John A. Boehner; Senate Mi-
nority Leader A. Mitchell McConnell; and musi-
cians Beyonce G. Knowles and Paul D. “Bono”
Hewson.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 30, 2010

Tuesday is election day, and here in Washing-
ton, the talk is all about who will win and who
will lose, about parties and politics. But around
kitchen tables, I’m pretty sure you’re talking
about other things: about your family finances, or
maybe the state of the economy in your home-
town; about your kids and what their futures will
bring. And your hope is that once this election is
over, the folks you choose to represent you will
put the politics aside for a while and work to-
gether to solve problems. That’s my hope too.

Whatever the outcome on Tuesday, we need
to come together to help put people who are
still looking for jobs back to work. And there are
some practical steps we can take right away to
promote growth and encourage businesses to
hire and expand. These are steps we all should
be able to agree on, not Democratic or Republi-
can ideas, but proposals that have traditionally
been supported by both parties.

We ought to provide continued tax relief for
middle class families who have borne the brunt
of the recession. We ought to allow businesses
to defer taxes on the equipment they buy next
year. And we ought to make the research and
experimentation tax credit bigger and perma-
nent to spur innovation and foster new products
and technologies.

Beyond these near-term steps, we should
work together to tackle the broader challenges

facing our country so that we remain competi-
tive and prosperous in a global economy. That
means ensuring that our young people have the
skills and education to fill the jobs of a new age.
That means building new infrastructure, from
high-speed trains to high-speed internet, so that
our economy has room to grow. And that means
fostering a climate of innovation and entrepre-
neurship that will allow American businesses
and American workers to lead in growth indus-
tries like clean energy.

On these issues—issues that will determine
our success or failure in this new century—I be-
lieve it’s the fundamental responsibility of all who
hold elective office to seek out common ground.
It may not always be easy to find agreement; at
times we’ll have legitimate philosophical differ-
ences. And it may not always be the best politics.
But it is the right thing to do for our country.

That’s why I found the recent comments by
the top two Republicans in Congress so trou-
bling. The Republican leader of the House ac-
tually said that “this is not the time for compro-
mise.” And the Republican leader of the Senate
said his main goal after this election is simply to
win the next one.

I know that we’re in the final days of a campaign,
so it’s not surprising that we’re seeing this heated
rhetoric. That’s politics. But when the ballots are
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cast and the voting is done, we need to put this kind
of partisanship aside, win, lose, or draw.

In the end, it comes down to a simple choice.
We can spend the next 2 years arguing with one
another, trapped in stale debates, mired in grid-
lock, unable to make progress in solving the se-
rious problems facing our country. We can
stand still while our competitors, like China and
others around the world, try to pass us by, mak-
ing the critical decisions that will allow them to
gain an edge in new industries.

Or we can do what the American people are
demanding that we do. We can move forward. We
can promote new jobs and businesses by harness-
ing the talents and ingenuity of our people. We
can take the necessary steps to help the next gen-

eration, instead of just worrying about the next
election. We can live up to an allegiance far stron-
ger than our membership in any political party.
And that’s the allegiance we hold to our country.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:05 p.m. on October 29 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on Oc-
tober 30. In the address, the President referred
to House Minority Leader John A. Boehner; and
Senate Minority Leader A. Mitchell McConnell.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on October 29, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on October
30.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Rally in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
October 30, 2010

Hello, Philadelphia! Oh, this is a good-looking
crowd here. Are you fired up? Are you ready to
go?

First of all, thank you, Elliot, for the unbe-
lievable introduction. We appreciate you.
We’ve got a couple other special guests here. I
want to make sure that I acknowledge them.
Governor Ed Rendell is in the house; U.S. Sen-
ator Arlen Specter is here; U.S. Senator Bob
Casey; Congressman Chaka Fattah; Congress-
man, soon-to-be Senator, Joe Sestak; Mayor Mi-
chael Nutter; Allegheny County Executive and
soon-to-be Governor Dan Onorato.

I want to thank the first-time voters and
Temple University Young Democrats for all the
great work you guys have done. And give it up
for Quincy Lyons for the great job he’s doing
organizing.

Now, I am not here to give a long speech, be-
cause I want everybody out there, not in here.
I’m here to deliver two messages. The first mes-
sage is thank you, because not only did all of you
mobilize, organize, and energize in 2008 to help
send me to the White House, but over the last 2
years, so many of you have continued to be in-
volved each and every day to make sure that we
could keep moving this country forward. It’s be-

cause of you that young people are getting col-
lege scholarships that weren’t getting it before.

It’s because of you that young people can
now stay on their parents’ health insurance till
they’re 26 and folks who have health insurance
aren’t dropped by insurance companies when
they get sick.

And the fact that—and it’s because of you
that we’re also going to be able to fund AIDS.
It’s because of you that we are going to be in a
position to make sure that each and every per-
son out there is able to find work after a devas-
tating economic crisis that made such a differ-
ence to so many families all across this country.

Now, here’s the thing, though, guys: You can-
not stop now, because the fact of the matter is,
we are in a difficult election. It’s difficult here
in Pennsylvania. It is difficult all across the
country.

And unless each and every one of you turn
out and get your friends to turn out and get
your families to turn out, then we could fall
short and all the progress that we’ve made over
the last couple of years can be rolled back.

So the key right now is not just to show up
here; it’s not just to listen to speeches. It’s to go
out there and do the hard work that’s going to


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T09:26:23-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




