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Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Statement on the Observance of Diwali
November 4, 2010 

Tomorrow Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and some
Buddhists here in America and around the
world will celebrate the holiday of Diwali, the
festival of lights. This is a day when members of
some of the world’s oldest religions celebrate
the triumph of good over evil. Last year, I
marked this holiday as many will this weekend
by lighting the diya, or lamp. This lamp symbol-
izes the victory of light over darkness and
knowledge over ignorance.

Diwali is a time for celebration, but it is also a
time for reflection, a time when we must re-

member that there are always others less fortu-
nate than ourselves. This holiday reminds us all
that we should commit ourselves to helping
those in need. For many, this is also a time to
gather with family and to pray. To those cele-
brating Diwali in India, I look forward to visit-
ing you over the next few days. And to all those
who will celebrate this joyous occasion on Fri-
day, I wish you, your families, and loved ones
happy Diwali and Saal Mubarak.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 4, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent to the Federal
Register for publication the enclosed notice,
stating that the national emergency with respect

to the proliferation of weapons of mass destruc-
tion that was declared in Executive Order
12938, as amended, is to continue in effect for 1
year beyond November 14, 2010. 

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Nancy Pe-
losi, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Notification Designating Irving A.
Williamson as Vice Chair of the United States International Trade Commission
October 29, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with the provisions of 19 U.S.C.
1330(c)(1), this is to notify the Congress that I
have designated Irving A. Williamson as Vice

Chair of the United States International Trade
Commission for the term expiring June 16, 2012.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
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